
WORKERS’ COMPENSATION 

MANAGEMENT-LABOR ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Full MLAC Meeting 
February 21, 2014 

10 a.m. – Noon 

 

 

Committee Members Present: 

Tami Cockeram, City of Hillsboro (via telephone) 

Carol Duncan, General Sheet Metal, Clackamas  

Paul Goldberg, Oregon Nurses Association, Tualatin 

Elana Guiney, Oregon AFL-CIO, Salem  

John Mohlis, Oregon Building Trades Council, Portland 

Kathy Nishimoto, Duckwall-Pooley Co., Hood River (via telephone) 

Bridget Quinn, NECA-IBEW Electrical Training Center, Portland 

Ben Stange, Polk County Fire District No.1, Independence 

Jaron Sue, Marquis Autumn Hills, Portland  

Theresa Van Winkle, MLAC Committee Administrator 

 

Members Excused: 

Patrick Allen, DCBS Director, ex-officio 

 

Agenda Item Discussion 

Opening 
(0:00:00) 

John Mohlis called the meeting to order at 10:00.  
 

Review and 

Possible Action on 

2014 Legislative 

Concept Proposals 

(0:01:00)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(0:02:44) 

 

 

 

 

Theresa Van Winkle, Committee Administrator, explained HB 4104A 

and the -4 amendments and provided a hand-engrossed version of the bill 

containing the new amendments. The -4 amendments delete current 

statutory requirement regarding workers’ compensation paying any 

remaining balance for services and an allowance for overpayment upon 

claim closure. Proponents of the bill felt these provisions were 

unnecessary because of other factors already contained in the bill. There 

will be an applicability clause for provisions in the insurance code. The 

rationale is to allow the changes to apply to new plans and make 

implementation simpler. Additionally there will be at least one 

rulemaking change, possibly more, which will be handled jointly 

between the Insurance Division and the Workers’ Compensation 

Division, and will include a formal advisory committee to be determined 

at a later date. 

 

Representative Paul Holvey, House District 8, discussed the bill and 

thanked the Department of Consumer and Business Services (DCBS), 

SAIF, and insurance industry stakeholders for their participation. He 

stated that everyone seems to be in support of the current version of the 

bill, or if they are not in full support they are not opposed. HB 4104A is 

http://www.oregon.gov/DCBS/MLAC/docs/support_docs/2014_docs/hb4104a.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/DCBS/MLAC/docs/support_docs/2014_docs/hb4104_a4_2014_regular_session.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

(0:04:39) 

 

 

 

 

(0:05:42) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(0:07:24) 
 

about interim medical benefits when an injured worker has a health 

benefit plan (HBP) and will ensure that injured workers will not have to 

wait for treatment while the approval or denial of their workers’ 

compensation claim is pending.  

 

Kathy Nishimoto expressed appreciation for the collaborative effort in 

crafting the bill and amendments. Representative Holvey agreed. 

 

John Mohlis thanked Representative Holvey for his leadership on bill. 

 

Chris Davie, Vice President of Corporate Policy and External Affairs, 

SAIF Corporation, did not originally think that the bill would solve 

problem. However, following the work group meetings over the past few 

weeks he feels the bill is effective in helping workers obtain treatment 

more quickly. Stakeholders have been involved, and changes to the 

administrative rules will be helpful in alleviating some objections. 

 

Elana Guiney moved that the committee recommend adoption of HB 

4104A with the -4 amendments. Paul Goldberg seconded the motion. 

The motion passed on a 9-0 vote.  
 

Committee Update 

and Next Steps 

(0:08:28)  
 

Theresa Van Winkle, Committee Administrator, updated the committee 

on SB 1558. It was heard in the House Business and Labor committee 

today and passed out of committee on a 9-1 vote. It should be heading to 

the House floor in the next few days. Also, the current version of HB 

4048 had a hearing in the Joint Ways and Means Subcommittee on 

Public Safety, where an amendment has been proposed dealing with the 

death benefit piece of the bill. MLAC may be asked to look at the 

definition of dependent and the dollar amount of death benefit. It will not 

be necessary for MLAC to review the bill unless changes are made. The 

committee’s scheduled meeting for next week will remain penciled in 

just in case. 
 

Meeting 

Adjourned 

(0:10:38)  
 

John Mohlis adjourned the meeting at 10:11 a.m. 

 

 

*These minutes include time stamps from the meeting audio found here: 

http://www.oregon.gov/DCBS/MLAC/audio.shtml . 

 

**Referenced documents can be found on the MLAC Supporting Documents page here:  

http://www.oregon.gov/DCBS/MLAC/pages/support.aspx  

http://www.oregon.gov/DCBS/MLAC/audio.shtml
http://www.oregon.gov/DCBS/MLAC/pages/support.aspx

