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Child Welfare, Child Well-Being
	Credit Report Authorization 
for Youth Ages 18 to 21


In October 2011, The Federal Child and Family Services Improvement and Innovation Act passed a 
law ensuring that youth in foster care are protected against identity theft and that they receive assistance with any discrepancies on their credit reports. This new order requires that each youth in foster care ages 16 and older will receive from the Department of Human Services (DHS), on an annual basis, the following:

1.
A copy of their credit report from each of the three consumer credit reporting agencies (CRA’s) until discharged from foster care;

2.
Assistance with interpreting their credit report; and 

3.
Assistance with resolving any inaccurate information and/or fraud.

Failure to complete and return this form to the Oregon DHS Caseworker means we will not proceed in obtaining your credit file.

A credit report is a record of your credit activities. A credit report includes your name, social security number, information on where you live, how you pay your bills, and whether you have been sued or arrested, or have filed bankruptcy. It lists any credit accounts or loans you have, the balances and how regularly payments are made.
Each adult age 18 and older is entitled under the law to receive one free credit report every 12 months, one from each of the nationwide consumer CRA’s. This can be done at www.annualcreditreport.com. The 3 CRA’s are:

•
Equifax

•
Trans Union 

•
Experian

Please note only one website is authorized to fill orders for the free annual credit report at www.annualcreditreport.com. Other websites that claim to offer “free credit reports” or “free credit monitoring” may not actually be free and are not part of the legally mandated free annual credit report program.

I understand if I do not notify the appropriate authorities regarding the inaccurate information, of fraud and/or identity theft, this may have a long lasting effect on my credit. Examples of how this may affect my credit are the ability to obtain a loan (school, automobile), a credit card, an apartment, and open a checking or savings account.

Additionally, I understand my decision will not affect the services I currently receive or may receive from DHS now or in the future.
	I
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 do, 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 do not give DHS Child Welfare approval to:

	
	Print youth’s full legal name
	


· Obtain my credit report.

· Review with me the credit report.

· Resolve any inaccurate information, fraud, or other indication of identity theft. 
	
	
	     

	Youth signature
	
	Date of signature


	To be completed by caseworker

	ORKIDS case number:
	     
	Person ID:
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