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Docket Item:  

Community College Program Approval.  

 

Summary: 

Recommendations from Department of Community Colleges and Workforce Development 

 

Docket Material: 

Name of College: Southwestern Oregon Community College 

Program Title: Dental Assisting 

Proposed Start Date: Fall 2016 

Board Submission Date: February 11, 2016 

Type of Program:   

 

 Associate of Applied Science Degree 

Credits:  ______________________________________  

CIP Code:  __________________________________   

CIP Title: ____________________________________ 

 Option Title 

Credits:   _____________________   

CIP Code:  __________________________________   

CIP Title:  __________________________________   

 Certificate of Completion 

Credits: 55  

CIP Code: 51.0601  

CIP Title: Dental Assisting/Assistant  

 Business and Industry (closed enrollment) 

 

Assurances:  The College has met or will meet the four institutional assurances required for program application. 

1. Access.  The college and program will affirmatively provide access, accommodations, flexibility, and 
additional/supplemental services for special populations and protected classes of students. 

2. Continuous Improvement.  The college has assessment, evaluation, feedback, and continuous improvement 
processes or systems in place.  For the proposed program, there will be opportunities for input from and 
concerning the instructor(s), students, employers, and other partners/stakeholders.  Program need and labor 
market information will be periodically re-evaluated and changes will be requested, as needed. 

3. Adverse impact and detrimental duplication.  The college will follow all current laws, rules, and 
procedures and has made good faith efforts to avoid or resolve adverse intersegmental and intrasegmental 
impact and detrimental duplication problems with other relevant programs or institutions. 
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4. Program records maintenance and congruence.  The college acknowledges that the records concerning 
the program title, curriculum, CIP code, credit hours, etc. maintained by the Department are the official 
records and it is the college’s responsibility to keep their records aligned with those of the Department.  The 
college will not make changes to the program without informing and/or receiving approval from the 
Department. 

 

Summary 

This four term certificate prepares students to meet the requirements to become dental assistants with expanded 
functions (EFDA).  Upon completion, students are eligible to sit for the Dental Assisting National Board (DANB) 
certified dental assisting (CDA) exam. The curriculum is based on general dentistry; students are trained in four-
handed chair side assisting techniques to work with general dentists during all phases of examination and treatment. 
Curriculum is derived from identified learning outcomes relevant to the discipline. 

 

Program Highlights 

 

Standards:  The College has met the five program approval standards. 

1. Need The community college provides clear evidence of the need for the program. 

 In the last twelve (12) months, there have been ten (10) openings in southwestern Oregon 
alone for dental assistants. The 10 year projection reflects a 7.7% increase in need in Coos 
and Curry counties. Trish McMichael, one of our academic advisors has already been 
referring interested students to the Career and Technical Education (CTE) Dean. 

 

2. Collaboration The community college utilizes systemic methods for meaningful and ongoing 

involvement of the appropriate constituencies. 

 Forty-two (42) invitational letters were sent to dentists on the south coast. Twelve (12) 
representatives attended our information evening gathering; all expressed interest in serving 
on an advisory board. 

 

3. Alignment The community college program is aligned with appropriate education, workforce 

development, and economic development programs. 

 www.qualityinfo.org, a website of the Oregon Employment Department, reports that 

“employment opportunities in this field are greater than statewide averages for other 

occupations through 2022.” DANB certification does not expire in this career field. 

 

4. Design The community college program leads to student achievement of academic and 

technical knowledge, skills, and related proficiencies. 

 Graduates will have the requisite skills to find employment in general dental assisting with 

expanded options. All twelve dental representatives at our informational meeting were 

pleased with the draft of the dental assistant program certificate. 
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5. Capacity The community college identifies and has the resources to develop, implement, and 

sustain the program. 

 We have the course outlines, program outcomes, position request, community support, and 
student interest to make this a revenue producing program for Southwestern. It will become 
a cornerstone of the Allied Health Program and state reports indicate strong need for 
graduates through 2022. 

 

Approval 

Signature 
 

 

Name KC Andrew Dr. Daniel E. Findley 

Title Education Specialist Director 

Date 1/4/2016 1/4/2016 

 

 

Staff Recommendation: 

RESOLVED, that the Higher Education Coordinating Commission approve the Dental Assisting Certificate 

of Completion program at Southwestern Oregon Community College. 


