
 

1 
 

 

          

 

 
 

 
MINUTES OCHA 

Oregon Commission on Hispanic Affairs 
June 20, 2016, 11:00am – 1:00pm 

Lincoln Building, 7th floor, Oak Large Conference Room 
421 SW Oak St., Portland, OR 97204 

 
ATTENDANCE: 
Chair:   Alberto Moreno 
Vice Chair:  Diego Hernandez (phone) 
Commissioners: Linda Castillo, Daniel Lopez-Cevallos (Skype), Marisa Salinas (phone) 
Absent:  Cynthia Gómez, Senator Shields, Representative Vega Pederson 
Guests: Rebecca Arce, Commission on Aging & Senior Services; Adriana 

Miranda, Capitol Gateway Planning Committee for Hispanic Heritage Day 
2016 

Staff:    Lucy Baker, Nancy Kramer, Ty Schwoeffermann 
  
I. Call meeting to order and roll call – welcome to new Commissioner Linda Castillo 

Chair Moreno called the meeting to order at 11:10am. Chair Moreno welcomed 
Commissioner Castillo to OCHA and acknowledged her ongoing vision and leadership for 
the Latino community. She has worked with Multnomah County in Developmental 
Disabilities and been a longstanding member of the board of the Latino Network. 

 
II. Adoption of the Agenda 

MOTION (Hernandez/Castillo): To adopt the agenda as written. CARRIED. 
 

It was noted that the nominees for OCHA Chair and Vice Chair did not appear on the 
agenda. A friendly amendment to retroactively add Alberto Moreno as nominee for Chair 
and Diego Hernandez as nominee for Vice Chair to the agenda was accepted by consensus. 
 

III. Approval of OCHA meeting Minutes from April 2016 
 MOTION (Lopez-Cevallos/Castillo): To accept the April 2016 minutes as written. 
CARRIED. 

 
IV. Public Comment - there was no public comment. 
  
V. Elections for OCHA Chair and Vice Chair – Chair Moreno 

Chair Moreno opened the elections of those nominated at the April meeting: 
Alberto Moreno was nominated as OCHA Chair and Diego Hernandez was nominated as 
OCHA Vice Chair.  
Chair Moreno called the vote for Diego Hernandez as Vice Chair. It passed unanimously. 
Chair Moreno called the vote for Alberto Moreno as Chair. The vote passed unanimously. 

Kate Brown 
Governor 
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The officers thanked their fellow Commissioners for their support and assumed their offices. 

 
VI. Old Business 
A. Recruiting for open and expired OCHA positions 

There are currently 3 vacancies due to three long-time members completing their second term. 
The candidates proposed at the April OCHA meeting were contacted, and although 
appreciative of the invitation, declined due to previous commitments.  
 
It was agreed that OCHA would actively recruit for a Commissioner from eastern Oregon and 
that OCHA values gender parity. Commissioners were asked to email Chair Moreno with 
suggestions of candidates by July 20th. Greg Delgado, from Central Oregon, was proposed as 
were leaders from Nyssa, Ontario and Joseph and a member of the Lower Columbia Hispanic 
Council in Astoria. 

 
B. OCBA/OAC’s letter of complaint to the Oregon State Bar re: Washington County District 

Attorney’s office 
Deputy District Attorney Zoe Smith responded to the complaint the OCBA and others filed 
with the Oregon State Bar about racial profiling comments she posted on her Facebook 
account in March. Nancy will resend her response to OCHA.  

  
VII.New Business 
A. Hispanic Heritage Month proclamation signing September 2016 

In previous years OCHA has held the Hispanic Heritage Month (HHM) proclamation signing 
with the Governor in Salem on a weekday between 8am and 5pm. OCHA was approached and 
asked to consider having the proclamation signing on a Saturday in tandem with the Capitol 
Gateway’s Hispanic Heritage Day event at the Capitol building on Saturday, September 17th. 
Holding the event on a Saturday is more inclusive and welcoming to the Latino community, 
many of whom are unable to take time off from their jobs during the work week. Confirming 
if the Governor is available on that Saturday is an important consideration. Adriana Miranda, 
who the Commission knows through Representative Gallegos’ office, is on today’s agenda to 
make the formal request. OCHA agreed by common consent to move forward with holding 
the event on Saturday, September 17th.  

 
B. Notario Fraud bill signing recap 

OCHA played an important role in bringing the Notario Fraud bill, HB 4128, to the legislature 
in 2015 and 2016, working closely with legislators, immigration attorneys and other 
stakeholders. This bill provides additional protections to immigrants who are victims of 
fraudulent immigration consultants in Oregon, often called Notarios. The bill signing with 
Governor Brown was well attended and there was great positive energy in the Ceremonial 
Office. 
 
This legislation was modeled after the Domestic Violence Protection Act. Chair Moreno is 
proud of the OCHA being a catalyst that shapes and informs statewide policy in a way that 
benefits the community and leaves a legacy. He and the other Commissioners hope to replicate 
their success for other issues. 
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C. American Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA) Annual Gala, October 20, 2016 
AILA will be honoring Governor Brown, Senator Gelser, and Representatives Vega Pederson 
and Gallegos with the Richard M. Ginsburg Outstanding Leadership for Immigrants Rights 
Award for their exceptional leadership and achievement on behalf of the immigrant community. 
Chair Moreno will be sharing the good news with the awardees via a letter on OCHA letterhead. 
The OACO will draft a preliminary letter. Chair Moreno expressed his deep appreciation for the 
Governor and the legislators’ leadership and also Mr. Ginsburg's leadership. Nancy will send 
information to Commissioners about the details once she receives it. 

 
D. Legislative discussion 

1. Next Joint Legislative Committee Meeting of the OACs – Dec 6, 2016, (9am - 4pm) 
The OAC’s community partners (APANO, Urban League, OLHC and AAUW) and state 
partners (BOLI, DHS, DOJ and ODE) will be invited to attend and share their equity-related 
policy platform for 2017. Commissioners can request additional agencies, organizations and 
individuals to speak, time permitting. 
  
Rebecca Arce, from the Governor's Commission on Senior Services, would like to attend and 
ask the OAC’s to support their bill that would require that each Aging and Disability Resource 
Connection center has a designated, culturally competent staff member representative of the 
community/ies served. They are advisors to the Governor’s office and Aging & Disability 
Resource Centers. 

 
2. Upcoming webinar training: How to Be Effective in the Interim, 7/7 11:30am – 1pm.  

Over the weekend Ty sent a reminder to register for this. Senator Dembrow is leading the 
training, which will include dates and timelines for dates for 2017 long session. It will be 
presented at the Lincoln Building and all Commissioners are encouraged to attend. 

 
E. Public Policy Research projects update 
1. Gaps in mental health services for the Hispanic community in Oregon 

Research shows that the biggest unmet need in the Latino community in Oregon is mental 
health services. The 24 hour crisis line in Portland relies solely on bilingual volunteers. 
OCHA would like to make this its next policy issue and has developed a public policy 
research internship description. Leeann Johnson, Director at OHA’s Office of Equity & 
Inclusion, is interested in partnering with OCHA on this internship. Dr. Richardson, Deputy 
Director at DHS, will also need to review and approve the internship. 

 
MOTION (Moreno/Hernandez): To accept the internship by common consent. CARRIED. 
Note: Commissioner Salinas abstained because she works at DHS. 

 
2. OCAPIA Internship: Integrating immigrant professionals’ credentials in Oregon’s workforce 

OCAPIA Chair Watanabe will speak about OCAPIA’s public policy research internship 
regarding integrating immigrant professionals’ credentials in Oregon’s workforce in October 
after she has fully recovered from surgery. Immigrants with professional credentials come to 
the United States and discover their licenses are not recognized here. Senator Dembrow is co-
chairing this internship. Partners include the Oregon Workforce Investment Board (OWIB) 
and Partners in Diversity. OCAPIA is reaching out to the other three OACs on this. OCHA is 
interested in partnering on this research project. 
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F. Setting new OCHA meeting day and time (August, October, December) 
After brief discussion it was determined that the 2nd Monday of every other month, from 11am – 
1pm. Nancy will send OCHA Outlook appointments for the rest of 2016 and all of 2017. 

 
G. Civic engagement/support for Latino students in Oregon 

Recently in Oregon Hispanic and Latino high school students have organized walkouts in 
protest of educators’ treatment of them. The students feel there are disparities in their treatment 
versus that of the dominant culture students. Vice Chair Hernandez would like to convene 
educational equity organizations and community based groups conducting advocacy to develop 
solutions and also examine the status of an inclusive statewide ethnic studies bill. 
 
It will be important to convene these meetings around the State to raise awareness that Latino 
community is listening and tracking how educators are treating Latino students. It is important 
to hear students' stories. Vice Chair Hernandez is inviting government agencies, unions and 
student leaders to a conference focusing on policy work to find a solution. 

 
H. Capitol Gateway 2016 event: Hispanic Heritage Day, September 17, 2016 

Chair Moreno welcomed Adriana Miranda to the meeting. She is the Senior Policy Advisor for 
Representative Gallegos, a member of the Oregon State Hispanic Employees Network 
(OSHEN), and on the planning committee for the Capitol Gateway Hispanic Heritage Day event 
on Saturday, September 17th. As was mentioned earlier in these minutes, the OCHA has 
previously requested the Hispanic Heritage Month proclamation signing with the Governor on a 
weekday between 8am and 5pm. Adriana proposed that for 2016, the proclamation signing be 
held on the same day as the Capitol Gateway and OSHEN’s Hispanic Heritage Day, so that 
many more community members can attend because they are not working. The event is from 
10am to 2pm. OCHA would still coordinate the signing ceremony with Governor Brown.  
 
Governor Brown would be asked to share remarks and sign the proclamation on the Capitol 
steps. It was understood that the podium may need to be relocated due to security concerns. 
OCHA agreed to have the signing on September 17 although the Governor’s attendance is an 
important factor. Nancy will work with Adriana to request the proclamation signing for 
OCHA, for Saturday the 17th and she will also invite the OAC’s Policy Advisor, Serena 
Stoudamire Wesley. The Governor’s availability may determine whether the signing is on a 
Saturday or a weekday. 

 
VIII. Administrator’s Report 
A. 2017-2019 OACO budget 

Lucy shared a draft copy of the Current Service Level budget for the OACO in the 
upcoming biennium. She discussed each line item including Staffing (Personal Services) 
and Services and Supplies with include $100,000 of Government Service Charges, which 
are non-negotiable. These include the costs to OACO for Accounting, HR, Risk 
Management, Payroll, IT, Data Management, and other assessments to the State Library, 
SOS, Government Ethics Commission.  The 2017-19 budget will be submitted at the end of 
July before which time OCHA will review and approve the Policy Option Packages which 
will include adding .5 FTE Policy Analyst to Ty’s position (making it full-time), .3 FTE 
Office Assistant that Nancy would supervise, and additional Commissioner travel. 

 
IX. For the Good of the Order Next OCHA meeting is in August 8th. 
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  Governor Brown is organizing a Latino Leaders meeting. Chair Moreno invited all OCHA 
Commissioners to attend. Chair Moreno will lead a pre-planning meeting, to develop specific 
asks for education, healthcare equity, and an equal economy, among others. He will mention 
the OAC’s public policy research opportunities. Date and time of the meeting still to come. 

 
X. Adjourn - The meeting was adjourned at 1:00pm. 


