
LCDC Metro Tour 

Where: PSU:  Smith Memorial Building 
  Broadway entry 
When:   22 January 2015 at 11:45 am 
 
The tour will begin at Portland State University:  
For information on the campus and the culture: 

http://www.pdx.edu/about-portland-state 
PSU President Wim Wiewel’s blog 
http://psuvoxprez.blogspot.com/ 
 
11:45 – 12:15 pm Board bus and travel to lunch at Clarklewis located at 1001 SE Water Street in 

Portland’s Central Eastside. City staff will provide commentary. Additional 
information on the city’s current planning efforts in this area are available in the  
SE Quadrant Plan. 

 
12:15 – 1:00 pm Lunch at Clarklewis.   
 
12:45 – 1:00 pm Portland staff and Dr. Bradley Malsin, co-founder of Beam Development, will 

talk about redevelopment and the new face of employment. 
 
1:00 – 1:15 pm Board bus and travel south on SE Water Street to the new SE Clinton Street light 

rail station (Portland to Milwaukie light rail is under construction). 
 
1:15 - 2:00 pm  City staff to lead a walking tour on SE Division. 
  
2:00 – 2:30 pm Travel to the Oregon City city hall. 
 
2:30 –  3:00 pm Presentation of the Willamette Falls Legacy Project at Oregon City by the mayor 

and lead city staff. 
 Willamette Falls Legacy Project 
 Rediscover the Falls 
 
3:00 –  3:15 pm Presentation of the Arch Bridge Project in West Linn by the mayor and lead city 

staff.  Part of the Arch Bridge Project is visible from the Willamette Falls site. 
 West Linn Arch Bridge Project 
 
3:15 – 3:30 pm Walk from city hall to the Willamette Falls site; you will have the option of 

taking an elevator or the stairs from city hall to downtown, and then there is a 
short walk to the site. 

 
3:30 – 5:00 pm Tour of Willamette Falls by city staff. 
 
5:00 – 5:45 pm Return to Hotel Modera (the time depends on traffic). 
 
6:30 Dinner at the Hotel Modera. 

http://www.pdx.edu/about-portland-state
http://psuvoxprez.blogspot.com/
http://www.portlandoregon.gov/bps/62130
http://www.orcity.org/community/willamette-falls-legacy-project
http://www.rediscoverthefalls.com/
http://westlinnoregon.gov/planning/archbridge-faqs
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Willamette Falls Legacy Project 
Winter/Spring 2015  

 
At the end of Main Street in Oregon City, empty industrial buildings line the waterfront to the Willamette 
River. For centuries, Native Americans gathered at this sacred site to fish. Later, buzzing machines fueled a 
booming industrial scene that gave birth to Oregon. Willamette Falls propelled it all. Its roaring waters 
created the energy for the world’s first long-distance electric transmission lines. But for more than a hundred 
years, Willamette Falls has been the most spectacular place that nobody visits. It’s the second most powerful 
waterfall in North America, yet few people have heard of it. The Willamette Falls Legacy Project will change 
that by creating an iconic place that honors the past, catalyzes the region’s future, and opens to the public 
the beauty and grandeur of the falls.  

 

 
 
 

How did we get here? 
The Blue Heron Paper Company, which closed its doors in 2011, was the last in a succession of businesses 
that contributed to a strong working waterfront in Oregon City. Its departure left a gap to be filled in the 
city’s historic downtown and in the local economy. The 22-acre site formerly occupied by the mill, which sits 
directly in front of the Falls, was purchased in May 2014. Oregonians now have a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to re-imagine Willamette Falls and its surroundings.  
 
In cooperation with the new owners, Willamette Falls Legacy Project partners Oregon City, Metro, Clackamas 
County, and the State of Oregon brought together thousands of Oregonians to help shape the future of 
Willamette Falls. This fall the framework planning and visioning process concluded and successfully rezoned 
the site to provide needed flexibility and certainty for a new generation of investors while reducing and 
removing barriers to redevelopment.  
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The public process articulated a future for the site that provides public access to the Falls, restores habitat, 
redevelops the property to honor the site’s past, and re-connects to Oregon City’s historic downtown. This 
place will feel like an extension of downtown and will include generous spaces for the public to experience 
the site and reconnect to the Willamette River.  We believe that the approach outlined in the framework plan 
sets a solid foundation for development that aims high and provides flexibility for market implementation. 
 
There is flexibility to build everything from hotels to health clubs, museums to markets, offices to light 
industrial buildings. The framework plan ensures that development reflects and respects the site’s natural 
setting and industrial history, makes it easy to walk and bike, and blends in with downtown Oregon City, 
while creating a unique sense of place in the new waterfront district. It also ensures healthy habitat along the 
Willamette River and preservation of key historic structures when it’s feasible—and when it’s not, 
incorporation of artifacts into the design. 
 
The new site owner, George Heidgerken and his team at Falls Legacy LLC, have worked closely with staff to 
move forward with the framework plan. The Plan was adopted in November 2014 by the Oregon City 
Commission and is effective as of December 2014. 
 

Guided by four core values 
Project partners agree on four guiding values for 
public efforts on the site. 

 

Public Access: The public will get a front-row seat 
to experience Willamette Falls and connect with 
the river. 

 

Economic redevelopment: The Willamette Falls 
site will reinvigorate downtown as a hub of 
employment, shopping, business and tourism. 

 

Healthy Habitat: Protecting the site provides an 
opportunity to reestablish native plant 
communities, enhancing this ecologically diverse 
stretch of the Willamette River.  

 

Historic and cultural interpretation: Future visitors will learn about the rich history of Willamette Falls, which 
served as an important cultural site for native tribes and as the birthplace of Oregon. 

 

What’s the Plan? 
The framework plan outlines how development will generally occur, identifying key areas for public access, 
open space and development. It re-establishes the Main Street grid and creates connections for people to 
view majestic Willamette Falls.  The site’s new zoning allows commercial, residential and employment uses.  A 
key element of the plan is the Riverwalk, a walkway that creates continuous public access to view the river. It 
will link a series of overlooks and docks along the river’s edge and connects to the street grid and future open 
spaces.  Historic and cultural elements, benches and viewing platforms will create a memorable gateway to 
Willamette Falls and beyond. The project partners have obtained a public easement for the Riverwalk, and put 
together a funding package to plan, design, and construct it.  The design project will be a robust public 
process, so keep an eye out for ways to get involved in the Riverwalk project in the future! 
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The areas identified in green fall within the 1996 flood inundation area.  These areas are more suitable for 
open space and harder to redevelop. The numbered areas in yellow are mostly out of the flood area and are 
considered easier to develop. These areas will form new City blocks in downtown Oregon City. The light 
yellow and hatched areas contain structures that have opportunity for rehabilitation but are within the flood 
area. These parts of the site will need further refinement and may be a mix of open space and development. 
The historic street grid is proposed to be reintroduced to the site.  Five historic structures outlined in black are 
required to be utilized in redevelopment through adaptive re-use or rehabilitation of some form.  The 
remaining buildings on site may be retained, but are not required to remain.  
 

How can I get involved? 
A passionate and talented group of community members and project champions has come together to form 
the "Friends of Willamette Falls" nonprofit that will become a long term partner and advocate for the Project.  
 
The project partners will issue a Request for Proposals in January 2015 to find a world-class multi-disciplinary 
team to design the Riverwalk. Together we will tackle the questions: What will this Riverwalk look like? What 
programming and activities should happen on the Riverwalk?  How can the Riverwalk help tell the stories of 
Native American history, the Missoula Floods, the End of the Oregon Trail, the birthplace of Oregon, and the 
rise of the industrial West?  How can the Riverwalk enhance habitat along the Willamette River?  An engaging 
and robust public process will help to answer these questions once the team is selected. 
 
In the meantime, you can follow us on Facebook and Twitter, check out our website for great site photos and 
videos, and sign up for a tour.  Learn more at www.rediscoverthefalls.com. 

north 

http://rediscoverthefalls.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=56cebc967df2553a4578d4d5c&id=4c67de3060&e=09a80d29ca
http://www.rediscoverthefalls.com/




ARCH BRIDGE BOLTON CONCEPT PLAN 
A VISION FOR THE FUTURE

Open House Presenta  on on October 7, 2014

The Final Plan represents the culmina  on of many 
months of hard work by hundreds of people. Although 
the plan was assembled by a team of architects, planners, 
landscape architects, economists, and transporta  on 
planners, the work of the team benefi ted hugely from 
on-going par  cipa  on by the Advisory Commi  ee, 
which met regularly and robustly discussed issues and 
recommenda  ons contained in the plan.

But beyond that, the ci  zen engagement process used 
to develop the plan organically has been the cri  cal 
component.

We have divided our recommenda  ons into two 
groups. The fi rst group recognizes the established areas 
north of the freeway and the second envisions the 
poten  als inherent in the underu  lized land and tangled 
transporta  on network south of the freeway.

 

SUMMARY
In late 2013, the City of West Linn selected a 
team of consultants, led by LMN Architects, to 
cra   a plan for the Arch Bridge Bolton Town 
Center. Over a twelve-month period, the team 
interviewed many stakeholders, held a mul  -day 
series of workshops, helped conduct surveys, 
assembled progress reports for the City’s website, 
and met repeatedly with other agencies that have 
involvement in the area. 

Youth Leadership Academy session at the Storefront Studio

Ini  al Study Area

PRIMARY

SECONDARY



West Bridge Park concept

Concept for the new urban intersec  on

Esplanade viewpoint

Recommenda  ons for the North Village Area:
1. Complete improvements to Willame  e Drive/ 

Highway 43 consistent with plans
2. Transform West Bridge Park, under the 

interstate freeway, to a true local park
3. Redevelop the former Bolton Fire Sta  on 

into low-rise/higher density workforce/senior 
housing.

4. Encourage limited redevelopment in a 
few selected loca  ons on parcels fl anking 
Willame  e Drive.

Recommenda  ons for the South Village Area:
1. Create a new urban intersec  on
2. Convert the right-of-way of Broadway into a 

terraced park with parking underneath
3. The City should partner with a non-profi t to   

build workforce/senior housing on publicly 
owned property

4. Create a new Mill Street
5. Build a new central “Market Square”
6. Encourage mul  -story, mixed-use development 

in the core, including higher density residen  al 
development.

7. Encourage residen  al development of 
moderate density outside the core

8. Construct mul  -use trails.

The plan also includes a number of implementa  on 
steps, including a phased set of ac  ons and possible 
funding mechanisms.

More informa  on is on the project website: h  p://
westlinnoregon.gov/archbridge
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Willamette Falls Legacy Project 
Winter/Spring 2015  
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created the energy for the world’s first long-distance electric transmission lines. But for more than a hundred 
years, Willamette Falls has been the most spectacular place that nobody visits. It’s the second most powerful 
waterfall in North America, yet few people have heard of it. The Willamette Falls Legacy Project will change 
that by creating an iconic place that honors the past, catalyzes the region’s future, and opens to the public 
the beauty and grandeur of the falls.  

 

 
 
 

How did we get here? 
The Blue Heron Paper Company, which closed its doors in 2011, was the last in a succession of businesses 
that contributed to a strong working waterfront in Oregon City. Its departure left a gap to be filled in the 
city’s historic downtown and in the local economy. The 22-acre site formerly occupied by the mill, which sits 
directly in front of the Falls, was purchased in May 2014. Oregonians now have a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to re-imagine Willamette Falls and its surroundings.  
 
In cooperation with the new owners, Willamette Falls Legacy Project partners Oregon City, Metro, Clackamas 
County, and the State of Oregon brought together thousands of Oregonians to help shape the future of 
Willamette Falls. This fall the framework planning and visioning process concluded and successfully rezoned 
the site to provide needed flexibility and certainty for a new generation of investors while reducing and 
removing barriers to redevelopment.  
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The public process articulated a future for the site that provides public access to the Falls, restores habitat, 
redevelops the property to honor the site’s past, and re-connects to Oregon City’s historic downtown. This 
place will feel like an extension of downtown and will include generous spaces for the public to experience 
the site and reconnect to the Willamette River.  We believe that the approach outlined in the framework plan 
sets a solid foundation for development that aims high and provides flexibility for market implementation. 
 
There is flexibility to build everything from hotels to health clubs, museums to markets, offices to light 
industrial buildings. The framework plan ensures that development reflects and respects the site’s natural 
setting and industrial history, makes it easy to walk and bike, and blends in with downtown Oregon City, 
while creating a unique sense of place in the new waterfront district. It also ensures healthy habitat along the 
Willamette River and preservation of key historic structures when it’s feasible—and when it’s not, 
incorporation of artifacts into the design. 
 
The new site owner, George Heidgerken and his team at Falls Legacy LLC, have worked closely with staff to 
move forward with the framework plan. The Plan was adopted in November 2014 by the Oregon City 
Commission and is effective as of December 2014. 
 

Guided by four core values 
Project partners agree on four guiding values for 
public efforts on the site. 

 

Public Access: The public will get a front-row seat 
to experience Willamette Falls and connect with 
the river. 

 

Economic redevelopment: The Willamette Falls 
site will reinvigorate downtown as a hub of 
employment, shopping, business and tourism. 

 

Healthy Habitat: Protecting the site provides an 
opportunity to reestablish native plant 
communities, enhancing this ecologically diverse 
stretch of the Willamette River.  

 

Historic and cultural interpretation: Future visitors will learn about the rich history of Willamette Falls, which 
served as an important cultural site for native tribes and as the birthplace of Oregon. 

 

What’s the Plan? 
The framework plan outlines how development will generally occur, identifying key areas for public access, 
open space and development. It re-establishes the Main Street grid and creates connections for people to 
view majestic Willamette Falls.  The site’s new zoning allows commercial, residential and employment uses.  A 
key element of the plan is the Riverwalk, a walkway that creates continuous public access to view the river. It 
will link a series of overlooks and docks along the river’s edge and connects to the street grid and future open 
spaces.  Historic and cultural elements, benches and viewing platforms will create a memorable gateway to 
Willamette Falls and beyond. The project partners have obtained a public easement for the Riverwalk, and put 
together a funding package to plan, design, and construct it.  The design project will be a robust public 
process, so keep an eye out for ways to get involved in the Riverwalk project in the future! 
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The areas identified in green fall within the 1996 flood inundation area.  These areas are more suitable for 
open space and harder to redevelop. The numbered areas in yellow are mostly out of the flood area and are 
considered easier to develop. These areas will form new City blocks in downtown Oregon City. The light 
yellow and hatched areas contain structures that have opportunity for rehabilitation but are within the flood 
area. These parts of the site will need further refinement and may be a mix of open space and development. 
The historic street grid is proposed to be reintroduced to the site.  Five historic structures outlined in black are 
required to be utilized in redevelopment through adaptive re-use or rehabilitation of some form.  The 
remaining buildings on site may be retained, but are not required to remain.  
 

How can I get involved? 
A passionate and talented group of community members and project champions has come together to form 
the "Friends of Willamette Falls" nonprofit that will become a long term partner and advocate for the Project.  
 
The project partners will issue a Request for Proposals in January 2015 to find a world-class multi-disciplinary 
team to design the Riverwalk. Together we will tackle the questions: What will this Riverwalk look like? What 
programming and activities should happen on the Riverwalk?  How can the Riverwalk help tell the stories of 
Native American history, the Missoula Floods, the End of the Oregon Trail, the birthplace of Oregon, and the 
rise of the industrial West?  How can the Riverwalk enhance habitat along the Willamette River?  An engaging 
and robust public process will help to answer these questions once the team is selected. 
 
In the meantime, you can follow us on Facebook and Twitter, check out our website for great site photos and 
videos, and sign up for a tour.  Learn more at www.rediscoverthefalls.com. 
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