
  
 
 

 

 
THE CONFEDERATED TRIBES OF THE WARM SPRINGS RESERVATION OF OREGON 
 

FISH AND WILDLIFE DEPARTMENT 
P.0. Box C, Warm Springs, Oregon 97761 

Phone (541) 553-2001  
Fax (541) 553-1994 

 

MEMO 
 
To:  Bobby Brunoe 
From:  Doug Calvin, Wildlife, Parks & Enforcement Manager 
Subject:  Metolius deer and elk telemetry 
 
 
Population trends and telemetry research have been conducted for the reservation herds over the past twenty five 
years. The population estimates of 2300, 7000, and 1200 represent the deer here on the reservation during 1988, 
1998, and 2008 respectively. The surveys were conducted in the spring when deer are more concentrated. The 
population trends have shown a dramatic decrease since about 2000.  
 
The Tribes wildlife department over the last three decades have also conducted reservation wide big game telemetry 
studies.  We have learned much about the seasonal movement patterns of deer and elk from these cooperative studies 
which validates the importance of holistic management when dealing with a mobile resource such as deer and elk.  
Wild free ranging ungulates do not recognize land ownership or jurisdictional boundaries (see map attached)!  For 
example the eight deer we radio collared in the mid- nineties near Lake Billy Chinook showed considerable 
movement between their summer and winter range localities. These deer are a relatively small sample size of the 
larger Metolius herd which moved in all directions to higher elevation habitat for summer forage, security, and 
nurturing of fawns. In fact half of the eight deer moved to summer locations off reservation.  This telemetry study 
was conducted not only for our own management understanding of the deer herds, but was intended to supplement a 
much larger research project on the rest of the Metolius Winter Range deer population located off reservation 
pursuant to the Metolius Mule Deer Winter Range-Habitat Management Plan.  
 
Included with this deer telemetry on the map I have included an elk study (1 bull, 4 cows) were radio collared in the 
late eighties and monitored seasonally until the mid nineties.  The elk too showed considerable movement across 
ownership and jurisdictional boundaries. Not only have I worked professionally for both the Tribes and ODFW on 
deer & elk in this area for approximately 20 years, but reside and recreate as well in the area.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Doug Calvin  
Wildlife, Parks & Enforcement Manager.  
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Data in this map may have been gathered from several different
sources, vintages and with various degrees of accuracy.

Telemetry data is for Tribes offical use only.
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