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September 8, 2009 

TO: Clackamas County Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Susan Mckenna, Member ofthe Reserves Committee of the Hamlet of Beavercreek 

RE: Application of Factors for Designation of Rural Reserves Under OAR 660-027-060-0040 in Area F 

There are compelling reasons under the law to include Area F as designated Rural Reserves. Under the 

law, in section 3 of "Factors for Designation of Lands as Rural Reserves, the area of Beavercreek in 

question meets the criteria as detailed GR tl:UiI tglle ..... iflg 19age. 

(3) Area F includes Beaver Creek and a portion of Abernethy Creek, both of which are identified in 

Metro's 2008 "Natural Landscape Features Inventory," a document which certainly constitutes "other 

pertinent information" which, under the law, " ... a county must consider ... , "for designation, " ... as 

rural reserves to protect important natural landscape features ... " 

a) Area F is unquestionably, " ... otherwise potentially subject to urbanization ... ," lying within 3 

miles of the current urban growth boundary, and having been considered for inclusion in Metro's Urban 

Growth Boundary in both 1996 and 2002, as well as having, this year, been opened to consideration for 

urban reserves. 

b) Metro's "Draft Urban Study Area Analysis-Map B" (also attached)shows the extent to which the 

drainage of Beaver Creek causes land within the area to be "constrained" rather than "buildable." The 

Commissioners will no doubt remember the extensive repairs required on a section of Henrici Road 

within the area in question following the December 2008 flooding of Abernethy Creek 

c) The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife has identified Beaver Creek to be important habitat. 

d) Protecting the entire Beaver Creek drainage and adjacent land as rural reserves will certainly serve, 

" ... to protect water quality (and) quantity ... " in the area under consideration. 

e) Beaver Creek has obviously provided a sense of place for the region under question, having given 

its name to the Rural Center in the area as well as to the Hamlet of Beavercreek. 

f) In its analysis of this area under the designation of U8, Clackamas County staff noted, "Area flows 

direptly into adjacent agricultural and forestry areas without natural buffers to prevent encroachments." 

Stabilization of zoning in this area under rural reserve designation would prevent encroachments 

(sprawl) that would threaten the important farmland and forestry uses immediately south of this area. 

As a rural reserve, this area, "Can serve as a boundary or buffer ... to reduce confiicts between urban 

and rural uses, (and) between urban and natural resources uses. " OAR 660-027-0440 specifies this 

buffering function as a reason for designation of rural reserves. 
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