




        November 26, 2008 
 
Land Conservation and Development Commission 
John VanLandingham, Chair 
635 Capitol Street NE, Suite 150 
Salem, OR  97301 
 
Subject: LCDC December meeting, Agenda Item 10, Jackson County RPS
 
Dear Chair VanLandingham and Commissioners: 
 
I have recently become aware that you will be discussing the Jackson County Regional 
Problem Solving (RPS) project at your December meeting in Tillamook. According to 
Item 10 on the agenda, you are being asked to review the plan and “commit to 
acknowledgement of comprehensive plan amendments conforming to the plan.” This 
concerns me. 
 
As a former Jackson County Commissioner and someone familiar with Oregon’s land use 
process since 1975, I believe that making such a commitment, formally or informally, is both 
unwise and illegal. As I am sure you know, neither the county nor any of the cities has ever 
had a public hearing on “the plan.” According to the agenda, it appears that even you do not 
intend to hear from the public next month as you consider the plan.  I hope the Commission 
will advise Jackson County RPS to hold hearings before returning to LCDC. 
 
It is premature to give any sort of commitment to approving future, unseen, comprehensive 
plan amendments that conform to this document. Even if it is done informally, city councilors 
and county commissioners will be unlikely to make any changes to the plan based on 
testimony at the upcoming public hearings—even where changes are necessary to better 
serve the community and to meet regulatory requirements. 
 
Finally, there is a lot at stake here. RPS is an experimental process, and the plans that are 
being generated will affect Jackson County for many decades to come. Besides being 
required by Goal 1, citizen involvement is critical both in the local and state forums. 
Public input must be allowed and encouraged at every step. For this reason, I ask that you 
schedule and receive public testimony on the plan before making any decisions, and that 
you hold the meetings where this plan is going to be considered in Jackson County, rather 
than in places like Tillamook where the average citizen cannot reasonably be expected to 
travel. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of these important issues. Please place this letter in the 
record for this agenda item.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Carol N. Doty 
118 Genessee Street 
Medford, OR 97504 
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