
Summer Greetings, Interested Persons and Licensees of the 
Oregon Mortuary & Cemetery Board! 

 

 

JULY  2013   JULY  2013  JULY  2013  JULY  2013 

 
 

 

What’s new with the OMCB? It’s been a busy spring!  We weren’t able to send out a spring issue, so, 

just a head’s up - this one is a bit larger than in the past.  We have a new staff member who started 

July 1st!  Valerie Samuels, a Portland, Oregon native, has joined us as our Office Assistant.  Also, Merill 

Creagh is back on board part-time, helping us with some investigations.  

 

Thanks to all who contribute their suggestions for the OMCB E-News… please keep them coming.  

 

NEW LICENSE TYPE ISSUED!  
The Board has issued its first license for an “Alternative Disposition Facility. “ (Alternative disposition is a 

Board authorized method of final disposition of human remains other than burial, entombment, burial 

at sea, cremation or removal from the state, and includes “dissolution.” ) 

 

The current facility, Clear Water Oregon’s Alternative Disposition, in Roseburg, uses alkaline hydrolysis. In 

Oregon, alkaline hydrolysis is defined as a final disposition process involving dissolution of human 

remains by placing the remains in a dissolution chamber containing water and chemical solution 

including potassium hydroxide or sodium hydroxide, or a combination of both, and introducing heat to 

break down the remains until bone fragments that may be pulverized and liquid remain.   

 

Other definitions: “Cremated Remains” and “Alternative Disposition Remains” Cremated remains or 

alternative disposition remains are the remaining bone fragments after the act of cremation or 

alternative disposition is completed. 

 

Burial on Private Property  
For information on burial on private property, see ORS 97.460 or OMCB’s informational handout “Burial of 

Human Remains on Private Property”.  Contact your local zoning or planning commission to request their laws, 

ordinances or policies about burial on your land.  

 

http://www.leg.state.or.us/ors/097.html
http://www.oregon.gov/MortCem/popularity_boxes/burial_20091221.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/MortCem/popularity_boxes/burial_20091221.pdf


“I Have No Money for Cremation” -- and/or --  “I Want to Donate to a 

Good Cause” 
In your own lifetime you can will your body for research and education by contacting the willed body donation 
programs at either Western University Willed Body Donation or Oregon Health & Science University Body 
Donation Program.   Ultimately, the family receives the cremated remains.  Remember, there are screening 
criteria that can disqualify potential donors. 
 

The Oregon Health Science University Body Donation Program (OHSU) in Portland, Oregon will 
reimburse funeral homes a fee of $250  for transportation of qualified remains to their facility in Portland. For 
transport beyond the Portland, tri-county area, OHSU will still pay $250 but the balance of the expense must be 
paid by the family. There are no other fees charged to the families through OHSU program. (OHSU accepts 
consented individuals:  Those who donate their remains in their own lifetime, and bodies donated by family after a 
death of a loved one. They do not accept unconsented indigents - indigents through the indigent program under 
ORS 97.170.)   
 

The Western University Willed Body Donation Program in Lebanon, Oregon receives consented individuals 
and is approved by the Demonstrator of Anatomy to receive unconsented indigents. They will accept remains 
when families cannot pay for final disposition arrangements. Western will reimburse the funeral home to cover 
transportation and crematory charges (up to $655) which will disqualify participating the funeral home from 
applying to the Indigent Disposition Fund. 
 
Also, new as a willed body donation program is the Legacy Body Donation Program in Portland. For donating or 
questions, please contact them 24/7’s at  503-783-3387. 
 

Another program at Mt. Hood Community College provides a free embalming and training to students in 
their Funeral Service Education program. MHCC will reimburse funeral homes $125 each way for transportation to 
and from the college. Charges associated with final disposition of the donor is the responsibility of the family.    
 
Another great organization that helps ensure everyone waiting for an organ, eye, or tissue transplant receives one: 

Donate Life Northwest.  

 

 

Are Removal Companies or Personnel licensed by the OMCB? 
Short answer:  Not all of them. 

Funeral establishments and funeral directors are responsible for the actions of any unlicensed persons 

who remove decedents from the place of death and transport them to a funeral home or, in the case 

of the family handling their own final disposition arrangements, to their residence to await the 

authorization for disposition.  Removal companies that do not hold remains do not require an OMCB 

license, nor do their employees. 

 

Because the OMCB does not license or register removal companies or their employees, the OMCB 

does not conduct background investigations on these owners, drivers or assistants. Whether the 

individuals have criminal histories, driver’s licenses, automobile insurance, or whether the removal 

company has the appropriate liability insurance, business license or is properly registered with the 

Corporation Division are matters that industry members and consumers should verify.   

http://www.ohsu.edu/xd/education/schools/school-of-medicine/bodydonation/
http://www.westernu.edu/osteopathy-contactus
http://www.mhcc.edu/FuneralServiceEducation.aspx?id=1848
http://www.donatelifenw.org/content/about-us


 

OUT of STATE DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIPS and OUT of STATE SAME-

SEX MARRIAGES 
Are either recognized as “spouse” for purposes of ORS 97.130 (control of final disposition)? In summary: 

No. 
 

Under the Oregon Family Fairness Act (OFFA), a partner in an Oregon-registered domestic partnership is a 

spouse for purposes of ORS 97.130(2) (the list of persons, in order, that has the right to control final disposition 

of remains).  See also ORS 106.340.   The OFFA is limited to partnerships registered in Oregon, therefore a 

partner to a foreign (other state or country) domestic partnership is not a spouse for this purpose. Under the 

Oregon State Constitution, marriage is defined as one man-one woman. In light of recent Federal ruling that the 

Defense of Marriage Act is unconstitutional, this may be challenged. However, at this time, out-of-state same-sex 

marriages are not recognized in Oregon.  

 

It’s important to know your choices now: Under ORS 97.130(1), in your own lifetime, you may prearrange your 

own final disposition arrangements, file them with a funeral home and then, after your death, those arrangements 

cannot be substantially changed.  

 

Another option, under ORS 97.130(3) and (7), in your own lifetime, is to complete an Appointment of Person to 

Make Decisions Concerning Disposition of My Remains which will give any person (who is willing to serve) the 

legal right to control final disposition of your remains after you die. Share copies of this document with members 

of your family, your friends, even a funeral home and cemetery or crematory that you want to be used.   

 
Further, after your death, under ORS 97.130(3),  a priority person listed in ORS 97.130(2) may choose to 

appoint anyone over 18 years of age and older to be the person with the right to make decisions concerning your 

final disposition. This form works for that process: Appointment of Person to Make Decisions Concerning 

Disposition of Current Decedent 

 
COOL WEBSITES! 
1. A new FTC video aimed at funeral providers on how to comply with the FTC 

Funeral Rule 

2. DHS’s newsy “Death Newsletters”  

3. For legal referral & information services: Oregon State Bar or  
Oregon State Bar – Referral & Information Services 
P. O. Box 231935 
Tigard, OR 97281-1935 
Hours: 8 am to 5 pm Monday-Friday.     Phone: 503-684-3763 or toll-free in Oregon at 800-452-
7636.       Fax: (503) 431-6444 

4. Life Insurance available for funeral services? A family can find out if their loved one 

has an Oregon life insurance policy on this Life Insurance Finder’s 
Tool  (You’ll need a death certificate and notarized search request form.) 

5. What’s the average salary of a funeral directors, funeral attendants and embalmers? 

Check it out on Oregon Department of Employment Workforce page  

http://www.leg.state.or.us/ors/097.html
http://www.leg.state.or.us/ors/106.html
http://www.oregon.gov/MortCem/consumer_information/appointment.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/MortCem/consumer_information/appointment.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/MortCem/Compliance_Issues_Related/AppointmentCurrentDecedent.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/MortCem/Compliance_Issues_Related/AppointmentCurrentDecedent.pdf
http://www.ftc.gov/opa/2013/04/funeralrule.shtm
http://public.health.oregon.gov/BIRTHDEATHCERTIFICATES/REGISTERVITALRECORDS/Pages/DeathNews.aspx
http://www.oregonstatebar.org/
https://www4.cbs.state.or.us/exs/ins/lift/index.cfm?fuseaction=home.life_instr
https://www4.cbs.state.or.us/exs/ins/lift/index.cfm?fuseaction=home.life_instr
http://www.qualityinfo.org/olmisj/OIC?action=search&key=funeral&keydesc=&go=Search


6. Cemetery Disaster Planning:  Chicora Foundation, Inc. just released a booklet, 

Cemetery Disaster Planning. Topics include planning, actions prior to an event 

and dealing with the aftermath.   

 
Beware of Business Names!   
What do you think when you hear the word “society” in the name of an entity?  Is the entity a companionship or 

association with one's fellows? A voluntary association of individuals for common ends?  An enduring and 

cooperating social group whose members have developed organized patterns of relationships through interaction 

with one another? Consumers should remember that a for-profit business using a name like “American Veteran’s 

Society” is just that, a for-profit business. Sometimes a funeral home pays such a company for the marketing 

these companies do (on the internet, etc.) and for the ability to put the business name on the funeral home 

advertising -- for the purpose of obtaining calls from veterans and their families.  The advertisement may also 

state that the funeral home is the ‘exclusive American Veteran’s Society member in the area.’ Consumers should 

know that any funeral home can meet their needs for a veteran’s funeral services. What about when you see the word 

“Alliance” on the internet?  An association of groups with common aim? An association of groups, people, or 

nations who agree to cooperate to achieve a common goal?  Consumers should know that, besides giving 

educational information, the common aim or goal of the “Alliance” may be to get  your business. 

 

 

News from DHS: 
“Home Burial Packets”  
For persons interested in making final disposition arrangements without the assistance of a funeral home or 

funeral director, please contact Lynda Jackson at the Department of Human Services (DHS). 971-673-1164 -- 

Lynda can provide general information or a “home-burial packet.” The packet includes laws and regulations, a 

blank death certificate, and a state identification tag. Each tag number is tracked and the tag number issued must 

correspond to the remains identified on the completed death certificate. (Industry members should not provide 

families with a blank death certificate or tag.) 

What is Indigent Disposition Fund? 
The purpose of the Indigent Disposition Fund is to provide licensed funeral service practitioners with 

reimbursement for services for the disposition of unclaimed indigent bodies. The Public Health Division, in 

collaboration with the Oregon Mortuary and Cemetery Board, administers this fund and oversees reimbursement 

for services. The funeral home may authorize the cremation and dispose of the cremated remains as is legally 

practical. (ORS 97.170) 

Follow-up on COMBAT ZONE information when filing death certificates  
JoAnn Jackson from DHS will continue to periodically follow-up with funeral directors who indicate “Unknown” 

for the question “served in combat zone?” for all veteran deaths where suicide is listed as the manner of death. 

Amending the record to reflect the correct response to “served in a combat zone?” with zone location is quick and 

easy to do by submitting an electronic amendment in OVERS, if the record is electronic or drop to paper. If the 

death record is paper, a Supplemental Report must accompany the record to the county. If you have questions, 

please do not hesitate to contact JoAnn at 971-673-1160. 

Cemeteries & Death Certificates  
Speaking of death certificates, DHS asked us to remind our Cemeterians that you may no longer receive the full 

copy of a death certificate from a funeral home. The Sexton must sign the final disposition authorization when 

http://chicora.org/cemetery-publications.html
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/social
http://public.health.oregon.gov/BirthDeathCertificates/RegisterVitalRecords/Pages/FuneralHomeBilling.aspx#indigent
http://www.oregon.gov/MortCem/
http://public.health.oregon.gov/BirthDeathCertificates/RegisterVitalRecords/Documents/Death/45-26V.pdf.


accepting remains (verifying that the number on the disposition authorization matches the tag number on the 

casketed remains), and they should ask the funeral director for a copy of that authorization for their records. No 

longer do cemeteries receive all of the statistical information the death certificates used to afford them. 

 

MORE CEMETERY INFORMATION:   
Are you a registered Historic Cemetery?  

Are you also registered with the Secretary of State Corporation Division as an association, a non-profit 

with public member or other C-3 entity?   

 

If the answer to both questions above is “Yes” - then the answer to this next question should be “No” - 

Did you pay a $50 processing fee to the Secretary of State Corporation Division when you filed your 

Annual Report?   

 

Registered Historic Cemeteries are not required to pay annual report fees to the Corporation 

Division.  Those fees are waived.  Contact the Secretary of State non-profit page for help.  

 

Also, if you have a burial of one person who died prior to February 14, 1909, and are not yet registered 

with Oregon Parks & Recreation Department’s: Oregon Commission on Historic Cemeteries, it’s free 

they can help with great educational resources! Contact Kuri Gill to get registered: 
Kuri.Gill@state.or.us 

 

             

DUTY TO REPORT 
Licensees who have reasonable cause to believe that another licensee has engaged in prohibited or 

unprofessional conduct must report the conduct to the licensee’s board.  

As the result of the passage of House Bill 2059 in the 2009 session of the Oregon State Legislature, licensees of 

certain state licensing boards and four boards overseen by the Oregon Health Licensing Agency (OHLA) must 

report unprofessional or prohibited conduct of other licensees.  The reporting law, codified in Oregon Revised 

Statutes (ORS) 676.150, applies to licensees of 19 licensing boards (including the OMCB) and four additional 

boards overseen by OHLA.  Click HERE for more information. 

 
Let us know if you wish to be removed from receiving these emails by responding in a reply message to 

the Mortuary Board: “Please remove me from this list” in the subject line.  

 

Once again, we are here to help. For licensing questions, call Carla at 971-673-1507; for compliance 

call Brenda at 971-673-1505; and for complaints call Robert at 971-673-1504 or call me at the number 

below. 

 

Lynne  
 
Lynne Nelson  Direct Phone: (971) 673-1503 

Education & Compliance Manager, OMCB 

800 NE Oregon St. Suite 430 

Portland OR 97232 

 

http://www.filinginoregon.com/pages/business_registry/nonprofit.html
http://www.oregon.gov/oprd/HCD/OCHC/Pages/index.aspx
mailto:Kuri.Gill@state.or.us
http://www.oregon.gov/MortCem/Compliance_Issues_Related/Duty%20to%20Report%20Prohibited%20or%20Unprofessional%20Conduct.pdf


Fax: (971) 673-1501  Licensing questions: (971) 673-1507 (Carla Knapp, Office & Licensing Manager)  

 

Forms & General Information:  www.oregon.gov/mortcem 

 

Oregon Mortuary & Cemetery Board 

Regulating Death Care Facilities and Practitioners in Oregon 
 

 Please consider the environment BEFORE printing this email. 

  

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE 
 

This e-mail may contain information that is privileged, confidential, or otherwise exempt from disclosure under 

applicable law. If you are not the addressee or it appears from the context or otherwise that you have received 

this e-mail in error, please advise me immediately by reply e-mail, keep the contents confidential, and 

immediately delete the message and any attachments from your system. 
 

************************************ 

How are we doing?    http://omcb.oregonsurveys.com/ 

 

Summer Greetings, Interested Persons and Licensees of the 
Oregon Mortuary & Cemetery Board! 

 

 

JULY  2013   JULY  2013  JULY  2013  JULY  2013 

 
 

 

What’s new with the OMCB? It’s been a busy spring!  We weren’t able to send out a spring issue, so, 

just a head’s up - this one is a bit larger than in the past.  We have a new staff member who started 

July 1st!  Valerie Samuels, a Portland, Oregon native, has joined us as our Office Assistant.  Also, Merill 

Creagh is back on board part-time, helping us with some investigations.  

 

Thanks to all who contribute their suggestions for the OMCB E-News… please keep them coming.  

 

http://www.oregon.gov/mortcem
http://omcb.oregonsurveys.com/


NEW LICENSE TYPE ISSUED!  
The Board has issued its first license for an “Alternative Disposition Facility. “ (Alternative disposition is a 

Board authorized method of final disposition of human remains other than burial, entombment, burial 

at sea, cremation or removal from the state, and includes “dissolution.” ) 

 

The current facility, Clear Water Oregon’s Alternative Disposition, in Roseburg, uses alkaline hydrolysis. In 

Oregon, alkaline hydrolysis is defined as a final disposition process involving dissolution of human 

remains by placing the remains in a dissolution chamber containing water and chemical solution 

including potassium hydroxide or sodium hydroxide, or a combination of both, and introducing heat to 

break down the remains until bone fragments that may be pulverized and liquid remain.   

 

Other definitions: “Cremated Remains” and “Alternative Disposition Remains” Cremated remains or 

alternative disposition remains are the remaining bone fragments after the act of cremation or 

alternative disposition is completed. 

 

Burial on Private Property  
For information on burial on private property, see ORS 97.460 or OMCB’s informational handout “Burial of 

Human Remains on Private Property”.  Contact your local zoning or planning commission to request their laws, 

ordinances or policies about burial on your land.  

 

“I Have No Money for Cremation” -- and/or --  “I Want to Donate to a 

Good Cause” 
In your own lifetime you can will your body for research and education by contacting the willed body donation 
programs at either Western University Willed Body Donation or Oregon Health & Science University Body 
Donation Program.   Ultimately, the family receives the cremated remains.  Remember, there are screening 
criteria that can disqualify potential donors. 
 

The Oregon Health Science University Body Donation Program (OHSU) in Portland, Oregon will 
reimburse funeral homes a fee of $250  for transportation of qualified remains to their facility in Portland. For 
transport beyond the Portland, tri-county area, OHSU will still pay $250 but the balance of the expense must be 
paid by the family. There are no other fees charged to the families through OHSU program. (OHSU accepts 
consented individuals:  Those who donate their remains in their own lifetime, and bodies donated by family after a 
death of a loved one. They do not accept unconsented indigents - indigents through the indigent program under 
ORS 97.170.)   
 

The Western University Willed Body Donation Program in Lebanon, Oregon receives consented individuals 
and is approved by the Demonstrator of Anatomy to receive unconsented indigents. They will accept remains 
when families cannot pay for final disposition arrangements. Western will reimburse the funeral home to cover 
transportation and crematory charges (up to $655) which will disqualify participating the funeral home from 
applying to the Indigent Disposition Fund. 
 
Also, new as a willed body donation program is the Legacy Body Donation Program in Portland. For donating or 
questions, please contact them 24/7’s at  503-783-3387. 
 

http://www.leg.state.or.us/ors/097.html
http://www.oregon.gov/MortCem/popularity_boxes/burial_20091221.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/MortCem/popularity_boxes/burial_20091221.pdf
http://www.ohsu.edu/xd/education/schools/school-of-medicine/bodydonation/
http://www.westernu.edu/osteopathy-contactus


Another program at Mt. Hood Community College provides a free embalming and training to students in 
their Funeral Service Education program. MHCC will reimburse funeral homes $125 each way for transportation to 
and from the college. Charges associated with final disposition of the donor is the responsibility of the family.    
 
Another great organization that helps ensure everyone waiting for an organ, eye, or tissue transplant receives one: 

Donate Life Northwest.  

 

 

Are Removal Companies or Personnel licensed by the OMCB? 
Short answer:  Not all of them. 

Funeral establishments and funeral directors are responsible for the actions of any unlicensed persons 

who remove decedents from the place of death and transport them to a funeral home or, in the case 

of the family handling their own final disposition arrangements, to their residence to await the 

authorization for disposition.  Removal companies that do not hold remains do not require an OMCB 

license, nor do their employees. 

 

Because the OMCB does not license or register removal companies or their employees, the OMCB 

does not conduct background investigations on these owners, drivers or assistants. Whether the 

individuals have criminal histories, driver’s licenses, automobile insurance, or whether the removal 

company has the appropriate liability insurance, business license or is properly registered with the 

Corporation Division are matters that industry members and consumers should verify.   

 

OUT of STATE DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIPS and OUT of STATE SAME-

SEX MARRIAGES 
Are either recognized as “spouse” for purposes of ORS 97.130 (control of final disposition)? In summary: 

No. 
 

Under the Oregon Family Fairness Act (OFFA), a partner in an Oregon-registered domestic partnership is a 

spouse for purposes of ORS 97.130(2) (the list of persons, in order, that has the right to control final disposition 

of remains).  See also ORS 106.340.   The OFFA is limited to partnerships registered in Oregon, therefore a 

partner to a foreign (other state or country) domestic partnership is not a spouse for this purpose. Under the 

Oregon State Constitution, marriage is defined as one man-one woman. In light of recent Federal ruling that the 

Defense of Marriage Act is unconstitutional, this may be challenged. However, at this time, out-of-state same-sex 

marriages are not recognized in Oregon.  

 

It’s important to know your choices now: Under ORS 97.130(1), in your own lifetime, you may prearrange your 

own final disposition arrangements, file them with a funeral home and then, after your death, those arrangements 

cannot be substantially changed.  

 

Another option, under ORS 97.130(3) and (7), in your own lifetime, is to complete an Appointment of Person to 

Make Decisions Concerning Disposition of My Remains which will give any person (who is willing to serve) the 

legal right to control final disposition of your remains after you die. Share copies of this document with members 

of your family, your friends, even a funeral home and cemetery or crematory that you want to be used.   

 

http://www.mhcc.edu/FuneralServiceEducation.aspx?id=1848
http://www.donatelifenw.org/content/about-us
http://www.leg.state.or.us/ors/097.html
http://www.leg.state.or.us/ors/106.html
http://www.oregon.gov/MortCem/consumer_information/appointment.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/MortCem/consumer_information/appointment.pdf


Further, after your death, under ORS 97.130(3),  a priority person listed in ORS 97.130(2) may choose to 

appoint anyone over 18 years of age and older to be the person with the right to make decisions concerning your 

final disposition. This form works for that process: Appointment of Person to Make Decisions Concerning 

Disposition of Current Decedent 

 
COOL WEBSITES! 
1. A new FTC video aimed at funeral providers on how to comply with the FTC 

Funeral Rule 

2. DHS’s newsy “Death Newsletters”  

3. For legal referral & information services: Oregon State Bar or  
Oregon State Bar – Referral & Information Services 
P. O. Box 231935 
Tigard, OR 97281-1935 
Hours: 8 am to 5 pm Monday-Friday.     Phone: 503-684-3763 or toll-free in Oregon at 800-452-
7636.       Fax: (503) 431-6444 

4. Life Insurance available for funeral services? A family can find out if their loved one 

has an Oregon life insurance policy on this Life Insurance Finder’s 
Tool  (You’ll need a death certificate and notarized search request form.) 

5. What’s the average salary of a funeral directors, funeral attendants and embalmers? 

Check it out on Oregon Department of Employment Workforce page  

6. Cemetery Disaster Planning:  Chicora Foundation, Inc. just released a booklet, 

Cemetery Disaster Planning. Topics include planning, actions prior to an event 

and dealing with the aftermath.   

 
Beware of Business Names!   
What do you think when you hear the word “society” in the name of an entity?  Is the entity a companionship or 

association with one's fellows? A voluntary association of individuals for common ends?  An enduring and 

cooperating social group whose members have developed organized patterns of relationships through interaction 

with one another? Consumers should remember that a for-profit business using a name like “American Veteran’s 

Society” is just that, a for-profit business. Sometimes a funeral home pays such a company for the marketing 

these companies do (on the internet, etc.) and for the ability to put the business name on the funeral home 

advertising -- for the purpose of obtaining calls from veterans and their families.  The advertisement may also 

state that the funeral home is the ‘exclusive American Veteran’s Society member in the area.’ Consumers should 

know that any funeral home can meet their needs for a veteran’s funeral services. What about when you see the word 

“Alliance” on the internet?  An association of groups with common aim? An association of groups, people, or 

nations who agree to cooperate to achieve a common goal?  Consumers should know that, besides giving 

educational information, the common aim or goal of the “Alliance” may be to get  your business. 

 

 

News from DHS: 

http://www.oregon.gov/MortCem/Compliance_Issues_Related/AppointmentCurrentDecedent.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/MortCem/Compliance_Issues_Related/AppointmentCurrentDecedent.pdf
http://www.ftc.gov/opa/2013/04/funeralrule.shtm
http://public.health.oregon.gov/BIRTHDEATHCERTIFICATES/REGISTERVITALRECORDS/Pages/DeathNews.aspx
http://www.oregonstatebar.org/
https://www4.cbs.state.or.us/exs/ins/lift/index.cfm?fuseaction=home.life_instr
https://www4.cbs.state.or.us/exs/ins/lift/index.cfm?fuseaction=home.life_instr
http://www.qualityinfo.org/olmisj/OIC?action=search&key=funeral&keydesc=&go=Search
http://chicora.org/cemetery-publications.html
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/social


“Home Burial Packets”  
For persons interested in making final disposition arrangements without the assistance of a funeral home or 

funeral director, please contact Lynda Jackson at the Department of Human Services (DHS). 971-673-1164 -- 

Lynda can provide general information or a “home-burial packet.” The packet includes laws and regulations, a 

blank death certificate, and a state identification tag. Each tag number is tracked and the tag number issued must 

correspond to the remains identified on the completed death certificate. (Industry members should not provide 

families with a blank death certificate or tag.) 

What is Indigent Disposition Fund? 
The purpose of the Indigent Disposition Fund is to provide licensed funeral service practitioners with 

reimbursement for services for the disposition of unclaimed indigent bodies. The Public Health Division, in 

collaboration with the Oregon Mortuary and Cemetery Board, administers this fund and oversees reimbursement 

for services. The funeral home may authorize the cremation and dispose of the cremated remains as is legally 

practical. (ORS 97.170) 

Follow-up on COMBAT ZONE information when filing death certificates  
JoAnn Jackson from DHS will continue to periodically follow-up with funeral directors who indicate “Unknown” 

for the question “served in combat zone?” for all veteran deaths where suicide is listed as the manner of death. 

Amending the record to reflect the correct response to “served in a combat zone?” with zone location is quick and 

easy to do by submitting an electronic amendment in OVERS, if the record is electronic or drop to paper. If the 

death record is paper, a Supplemental Report must accompany the record to the county. If you have questions, 

please do not hesitate to contact JoAnn at 971-673-1160. 

Cemeteries & Death Certificates  
Speaking of death certificates, DHS asked us to remind our Cemeterians that you may no longer receive the full 

copy of a death certificate from a funeral home. The Sexton must sign the final disposition authorization when 

accepting remains (verifying that the number on the disposition authorization matches the tag number on the 

casketed remains), and they should ask the funeral director for a copy of that authorization for their records. No 

longer do cemeteries receive all of the statistical information the death certificates used to afford them. 

 

MORE CEMETERY INFORMATION:   
Are you a registered Historic Cemetery?  

Are you also registered with the Secretary of State Corporation Division as an association, a non-profit 

with public member or other C-3 entity?   

 

If the answer to both questions above is “Yes” - then the answer to this next question should be “No” - 

Did you pay a $50 processing fee to the Secretary of State Corporation Division when you filed your 

Annual Report?   

 

Registered Historic Cemeteries are not required to pay annual report fees to the Corporation 

Division.  Those fees are waived.  Contact the Secretary of State non-profit page for help.  

 

Also, if you have a burial of one person who died prior to February 14, 1909, and are not yet registered 

with Oregon Parks & Recreation Department’s: Oregon Commission on Historic Cemeteries, it’s free 

they can help with great educational resources! Contact Kuri Gill to get registered: 

Kuri.Gill@state.or.us 

 

             

DUTY TO REPORT 

http://public.health.oregon.gov/BirthDeathCertificates/RegisterVitalRecords/Pages/FuneralHomeBilling.aspx#indigent
http://www.oregon.gov/MortCem/
http://public.health.oregon.gov/BirthDeathCertificates/RegisterVitalRecords/Documents/Death/45-26V.pdf.
http://www.filinginoregon.com/pages/business_registry/nonprofit.html
http://www.oregon.gov/oprd/HCD/OCHC/Pages/index.aspx
mailto:Kuri.Gill@state.or.us


Licensees who have reasonable cause to believe that another licensee has engaged in prohibited or 

unprofessional conduct must report the conduct to the licensee’s board.  

As the result of the passage of House Bill 2059 in the 2009 session of the Oregon State Legislature, licensees of 

certain state licensing boards and four boards overseen by the Oregon Health Licensing Agency (OHLA) must 

report unprofessional or prohibited conduct of other licensees.  The reporting law, codified in Oregon Revised 

Statutes (ORS) 676.150, applies to licensees of 19 licensing boards (including the OMCB) and four additional 

boards overseen by OHLA.  Click HERE for more information. 

 
Let us know if you wish to be removed from receiving these emails by responding in a reply message to 

the Mortuary Board: “Please remove me from this list” in the subject line.  

 

Once again, we are here to help. For licensing questions, call Carla at 971-673-1507; for compliance 

call Brenda at 971-673-1505; and for complaints call Robert at 971-673-1504 or call me at the number 

below. 

 

Lynne  
 
Lynne Nelson  Direct Phone: (971) 673-1503 

Education & Compliance Manager, OMCB 

800 NE Oregon St. Suite 430 

Portland OR 97232 

 

Fax: (971) 673-1501  Licensing questions: (971) 673-1507 (Carla Knapp, Office & Licensing Manager)  

 

Forms & General Information:  www.oregon.gov/mortcem 

 

Oregon Mortuary & Cemetery Board 

Regulating Death Care Facilities and Practitioners in Oregon 
 

 Please consider the environment BEFORE printing this email. 

  

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE 
 

This e-mail may contain information that is privileged, confidential, or otherwise exempt from disclosure under 

applicable law. If you are not the addressee or it appears from the context or otherwise that you have received 

this e-mail in error, please advise me immediately by reply e-mail, keep the contents confidential, and 

immediately delete the message and any attachments from your system. 
 

************************************ 

How are we doing?    http://omcb.oregonsurveys.com/ 

 
 

http://www.oregon.gov/MortCem/Compliance_Issues_Related/Duty%20to%20Report%20Prohibited%20or%20Unprofessional%20Conduct.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/mortcem
http://omcb.oregonsurveys.com/

