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INTRODUCTION 
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Specific Aims 
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Specific Objectives 
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Long-Term Goals 
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Need for Guidelines 
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CURRENT STATUS 

 

Chiropractic Guidelines In North America 
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Practice and Utilization Guidelines in Oregon 
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The Multi-Panel Consensus Process 
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Assessment of the Oregon Guidelines 
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Patient-Centered, Evidence-Based Care 
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Evidence-Based Care 
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Chiropractic Scope of Practice 
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Chiropractors, also known as doctors of chiropractic or chiropractic physicians, 

diagnose and treat patients whose health problems are associated with the body’s 

muscular, nervous and skeletal systems, especially the spine.  Chiropractors believe 

interference with these systems impairs normal function and lowers resistance to 

disease.  They also hold that spinal and vertebral dysfunctions alter many important 

body functions by affecting the nervous system, and that skeletal imbalance through 

joint or articular dysfunction especially the spine can cause pain. 
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The chiropractic approach to health care is holistic stressing the patients overall 

well being.  It recognizes that many factors affect health, including exercise, diet, 

rest, environment and heredity.  Chiropractic uses natural, drugless non-surgical 

health treatments and relies on the body’s inherent recuperative abilities.  They also 

recommend lifestyle changes in eating, exercise, and sleeping habits, to their 

patients.  When appropriate chiropractors consult with and refer patients to other 

health practitioners ���
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KEY ISSUES IN GUIDELINE DEVELOPMENT 
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Resolving Conflicts in Terminology 
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Use of Guidelines and Peer Review Criteria 
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Guideline Implementation and Evaluation 
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Application and Administration of Guidelines 
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