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Commissioners

James Manning, Chair, Eugene
James Morris, Vice Chair, Portland
Robin Morris Collin, Legislative Chair, Salem
Julie Grey, Advocacy Chair, Medford
Karol Collymore, Portland
Kayse Jama, Portland
Gwen Trice, Enterprise
Senator Rod Monroe
Representative Lew Frederick
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Statutory Mission

Work for the implementation and 
establishment of economic, 
social, legal and political equality 
for blacks in Oregon

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Community partners here to testify or submitted testimony

Commissions had own office and staff
OCAA became Oregon Commission on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs
Now under OACO in 2005



GOALS

Long-term goals: 

1. Advocacy for equity in legislative and 
administrative policy

2. Public policy research leading to remedies 
for disparities and over-representation.

3. Growing leadership of black Oregonians in 
gov’t

4. Partnership and community engagement 
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Commission Program Areas
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Advocacy – Mariahm Stephenson, OCFW Commissioner 
Leadership 



Accomplishments

Education
47%

Health

Justice, 
Safety & 
Policing

42%

OCBA Testimony Submitted 2013-2014



19 Bills and other policy supports 2013-14

 9 Education bills including
SB 755: Minority Teachers Act. Passed
HB 4116: Comm. Colleges 2-Year Scholarships. Passed.

 8 Justice, safety & policing bills including
HJR1: Amend Constitution to End Death Penalty
SB 560: End Racial Profiling

 2 Health and Healthcare bills
HB 2661: Culturally Competent Care. Passed.
SB 1569A, OHA to Establish a List of Chemicals Harmful to 
Children 
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Wage Equity: Partnered with BOLI and Intern Carrie Haddad
Reported findings to BOLI’S Oregon Civil Rights Commission



Public Policy Research

Education
25%

Health
17%

Jobs & Economy
33%

Justice, Safety & 
Policing

25%

OCBA Policy Research on Apprenticeship 
to Journeyman Disparities
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Public Policy Research

Education
25%

Health
17%

Jobs & 
Economy

33%

Justice, Safety 
& Policing

25%

OCBA Policy Research on Disproportionate 
Discipline
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Partnerships

OCBA’s Policy Research partners:
 Oregon Department of Education
 Bureau of Labor and Industry
 PSU Hatfield School of Public Administration
 Lewis and Clark Law School
 Governor’s Office of Workforce and Office of 

Diversity and Inclusion
 Urban League of Portland
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Hate Crimes: BOLI’s Civil Rights Division and Willamette University Law student Wes Garcia, who will be giving testimony
Education Briefs with OEIB and OCHA




Leadership development

OCBA student internships:

"As a law student, the internship on hate crimes was 
important to me because it helps my goal of 
creating positive change in society with visible 
results."

– Wesley Garcia 
Willamette University College of Law student 

Intern for OCHA and OCBA
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Connect with OCBA

http://www.oregon.gov/ocba
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