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The Plant 
Health 
Program
Our purpose is to protect Oregon´s 
agricultural industries, environment, 
and quality of life from damaging plant 
pathogens and parasites and to enhance 
the marketability of Oregon´s agricultural 
and horticultural products by providing 
official field inspections and laboratory 
testing for phytosanitary certification. 
For more information on Export Seed 
Testing please contact our main line  
(503) 986-4620 or visit us on the web 
http://oregon.gov/ODA

Market 
Access & 
Certification
Export Seed Testing



Export Seed Testing Services
The Plant Health Program conducts laboratory tests to detect specific seed-borne fungi, bacteria, 
nematodes, pests, diseases and other miscellaneous problems on seeds of grasses, clover, alfalfa, 
flowers, vegetables and other crops. These tests are performed at the request of Oregon seed  
producers to meet the phytosanitary requirements of their interstate and international customers. 
The section also provides testing for endophyte (Neotyphodium sp.) in grass seed. Many states and 
countries have a quarantine against this fungus because it produces alkaloids that can be harmful 
to livestock. All samples tested for official phytosanitary certification must be collected by an official 
inspector from the Commodities Inspection Division. Fees are charged for the collection and testing  
of the seed.

Service Turnaround time* Fee**
Pest & disease analyses:

1. Untreated seed

1-2 days

$50

2. Treated seed $60

3. Plus soil/contaminants $70

Seed wash (per fungal species) 1-2 days $50

Endophyte analysis with immunoblot 2 days $85

Nematode extraction & identification 2 days $35

Plating on standard media (per pathogen) 2-4 weeks $35

Seed grow-out for bacteria 2-4 weeks $140

ELISA for virus detection in seed 2-4 weeks $140

PCR identification of pests and weeds 2-4 weeks $140

*  Typical turnaround time. Represents contiguous working days.
** Fees are based on OAR 603-052-1150
No testing is guaranteed to take less than 14 days.


