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Comments to the Oregon Board of Forestry January 7, 2015 

Regarding State Forest Management 

Board Members and Forester Decker, 

My name is Bob Van Dyk, and I work for the Wild Salmon Center. The Wild Salmon Center is 
part of the North Coast State Forest Coalition, which is working to protect the state forests of 
northwest Oregon. 

As we have conveyed in earlier comments to the Board, we are supportive of exploring a change 
to the Forest Management Plan toward a so-called "zoned approach." The major attraction in 
such an approach is the potential to gain more confidence in durable conservation management 
of important places on the state forests. We believe the most obvious and clear way to attain 
such durability is by including maps of different zones in the Forest Management Plan. 

Revisions to the Forest Management Plan are guided, in part, by the Planning Rule, which can be 
found at 629-035-0030. 

It is not clear from the Planning Rule if and how different management zones and maps would fit 
into a Forest Management Plan. It may be the case that a modest change to the Planning Rule is 
in order to note that plans may contain maps that portray areas dedicated to long-range 
management strategies. 

We therefore suggest that the Planning Rule be revisited and modified to be consistent with the 
principles of a zoned approach, which includes mapped zones dedicated to different types of 
management priorities. 

We think it would be easy to make such a change, and encourage you to direct the Department to 
consider Planning Rule changes as part of the current FMP revision calendar. 

Thank you for the opportunity to address you today. 

629-035-0030 

Forest Management Planning 

(1) In managing forest lands as provided in OAR 629",035-0020,.theState Forester shall develop Forest 
ManagementPlans, based onthebestavailable science, thatestablish the general management 
framework for the planning area of forest land. The Board may review, modify, or terminate<a plan at any 
time; however the Board shall review the plans no less than every ten years. The State Forestershall 
develop implementation and operations plans for forest management plans that describe smaller-scale, 
more specific management activities within theplanning area. 
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(i) managing forest insects and diseases through an integrated pest management approach; and 

(ii) utilizing appropriate geneticsoufcesof foresttreeseedand tree species in regeneration programs. 

(D) Maintain or enhancelong.,.term fbrestsoilproductiVity. 

(E)ComplywithaILapplicableprovisiorls ofORS496.171 to 496.192 and 16 USC § 1531 to 1543 (1982 
& supp1997) concerning state andfederallylistedthreatened and endangered species. 

(c) The· plans shall include strateg ies· that maintain and enhance forest productivity by: 

(A) Produci ng sustainable . levels ofti mberconsistent with protecti ng 1 maintai n i ng, and enhancing other 
forestresources; 

(B)Applying managementpracticesto enhancetimber yield and value, while· contributing to·the 
development of a diversity of habitats for maintaining salmon ids and other nativef/shand wildlife$peCies~ 

(d) The plans shall include strategies that utilize the best scientific information available to guide forest 
resource management actions and decisions by: 

(A) Using monitoringcmd research togenerateandutilize new information as it becomes available. 

(B) Employing an adaptive management approach to ensure that the best c:wailable knowledge is 
acquired and used effiCiently and effectively in forest resource management programs. 

(4) The Board .shall review and may revisethe forest management plandevelqpedbythe State Forester 
to ensure that it is consistent with OAR 629~035~0020. 

(5) The Board's approval of the plan representsits determination thatactivitiescarriedoutor allowed by 
the State Forester under subsection (6) of this sectionrneet the obligation to secure the greatest 
permanentvalue tothestate.asdefined in OAR629-035-0020. 

(6)Once.the.managementplal1·is approved by the Board as· provided in subsection (5) of this section: 

(a)The Board shall adopt the plan as an administrative rule. 

(b) The State· Forestershall implement the plan through more specific, small scale or time limited plans 
that afeconsistent with. the Forest . Management Plan. 

Stat. Auth.: ORS 526:016(4) 
Stats.lmplemented: ORS53Q.01 0 ;. ORS 530.050 
Hist.: OOF 2~1998; f.1-15.;.98, cert.ef. 3-1-98 




