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503/364-1330 • fax 503/364-0836 • email: rstorm@oregonloggers.org 

"Representing the logging industry since 1969" 

Land Allocation Concepts 
Alternative Forest Plan - NW State Forests 

Testimony by Rex Storm, Certified Forester 
Forest Policy Manager, Associated Oregon Loggers, Inc. 

before the Oregon Board of Forestry -- April 22, 2015 -- Sunriver, Oregon 

Board members and State Forester Decker, my name is Rex Storm, Forest Policy Manager for 
Associated Oregon Loggers (AOL). I make these comments on behalf of AOL's 1,000+ member 
companies, representing logging, transportation, construction and allied forest management businesses 
working in Oregon. AOL member companies provide services to manage public and private forests on 
a contract basis, including Northwest Oregon's state forests. Some members are state forest timber
forest contract purchasers. The alternative new State Forest Plan is of critical concern to our work. 

Earlier this month, we recommended a number of key concepts that may help the Subcommittee 
and Board synthesize important land allocation inputs for production and conservation zones. 
Today, I'd like to emphasize a few of those points made earlier to the Subcommittee, as follows: 

Allocation of Zones 
• Financial viability. Fiscal viability definition state forest economic and social contributions to 

must include five factors: a) county & local taxing district revenue; b) forest sector 
production/timber volume; c) rural school enrollment and county labor force census; d) 
availability of ODF state forest administration funds (including program, recreation and 
monitoring); and e) state forest program FDF. 

• 70/30 Ratio of zones. Early in planning, ODF should allocate zone acreages to achieve the 
ratio of 70% production and 30% conservation. This exercise is seminal to allocation strategy 
success. While this allocation of acreages is important, ODF must have discretion to adapt and 
change those zones and lines drawn on maps, based on professional expertise. 

• Equitable among counties. Within each county the allocation of zone acres (both production & 
conservation) must be balanced to achieve an equitable production ratio for each county. This 
task could be in conjunction with allocation of zone acreages to achieve the 70/30 ratio. 

• Production and conservation redefinition. Early reframing of "production" and conservation" 
definitions are necessary for this new Forest Plan (different than 2001 Plan). This diversion 
from past Plan definitions is vital to proceed with the zoned allocation. Without reframing the 
production and conservation measures, the Forest Plan would remain beleaguered. 

• Balance of harms concept. We urge that the Forest Plan institutionalize the "balance of harms" 
concept when managers evaluate tradeoffs and competing resource values. This concept 
simply asks that an action's short-term smaller impacts be fairly weighed against larger long
term benefits-such that the action is favorable to implement, because the greater good of 
sustainable benefits surpass the minor temporary effects of the action. 
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Production Zone 

• Focused Production harvest management "areas." Several categories of production focus may 
be identified, including the following suggested areas: 
.../ Intensive harvest areas, where intensive production is the objective 
.../ General forest harvest areas, where normal production objectives occur 
.../ Road development areas, where building necessary forest road accessibility for Production 
.../ Producing scenic/recreationlhabitat areas or sites-where unusual scenic quality or 

habitat needs reduce Production ... yet Production is still primary 
.../ Restore under-productive areas, planned for harvest regeneration or other treatment

mostly in the post-fire Tillamook Burn-where low value stocking occupies good site 
capability, and often extra investment necessary in road access (Tillamook District). 

• Timber supply objective to produce 300-340 million board feet/year of sawlog timber 

• Departure to accelerate. Harvest to regenerate slow-growing stands; and stands threatened to 
approach TES species habitat 

Conservation Zone 

• Focused Conservation management "areas." Several categories of conservation focus may be 
identified, including the following suggested areas: 
.../ Riparian/wetlandllakesides, where riparian values are the objective (current Plan Rx) 
.../ TES species sites, circles management areas 
.../ Forest road system-all are subject to resource improvements/ restorations, managed 

access, closure, hydrologic disconnecting reconstruction, legacy enhancements 
.../ Conserved scenic/recreation/habitat areas -where special resource needs preclude any 

programmed production; conservation is primary objective 
.../ Landforms timber unsuitable--areas not reforestable-below site capability 
.../ Extraordinary landslide areas-limited only to those sites where geologic hazards and 

public safety hazards preclude any Production (less than current Forest Plan Rx) 

• Conservation defined long-term. The Conservation definition should include the long-term 
time dimension. Because of the critical balance-of-harm decisions common in forestry, 
"conservation" cannot be characterized without the long-term perspective. We urge that 
conservation definition include, "over the long-term." Resource managers need professional 
discretion to make decisions causing small short-term impacts, in order to accomplish larger 
long-term benefits. This balancing-of-harms exercise is fundamental to forest sustainability. 

• Take Avoidance Strategy. State Forests are statutorily mandated to be actively managed 
forests. NW Oregon State Forests are subject to those legal obligations under the federal 
Endangered Species Act indicated for private actively-managed forestlands. The State Forest's 
ESA take avoidance and species of concern strategies therefor would be most effective over the 
long-term by reflecting "prevent harm", rather than the more limiting federal lands "recovery". 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. We look forward to cooperating to help craft a new & 
improved state forest plan, which optimizes outcomes for timber production revenue and conservation. 
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