Prescription Recommendations Designed to
Meet the Protecting Cold Water Criterion

A Report by the
NW and SW Regional Forest Practice Committees
to the Oregon Board of Forestry

June 3, 2015
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Process Taken by RFPCs

e 2 Committees, 9 people each, 18 people total
* 5 public meetings over a 9 month period devoted to this topic

» All day, focused engagements
» Significant investment of time and energy

e Began with an in depth analysis of the RipStream findings
» Build understanding of issues raised prior to seeking solutions
» Informed discussion based on the science provided
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Trends we observed:

e One-sided harvest sites tended to meet PCW.
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Trends we observed continued:

e Sites with visually intact and contiguous riparian canopy tended to meet PCW.

e Sites with visible gaps/sparse areas in riparian canopy tended to exceed PCW.
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Trends we observed continued:

e Sites with “tapered” buffers tended to exceed the PCW.
e Sites that had much of the riparian hardwood

basal area removed, as allowed by current rules, tended to exceed the PCW.
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Trends we observed continued:

e Sites with strong East-West stream orientation tended to exceed PCW,;

especially when this coincided with other factors (gaps, tapering, etc.).
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“Fixes” we identified:

e Address possible effects of two-sided units.

e Reduce gaps and mitigate pre-existing gaps in
riparian canopy.

e Address possible tapering of riparian buffers.

e Maintain and incentivize retention of hardwoods
contributing to shading.

e Maintain, increase, and incentivize south-sided
shade.
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RFPC General Recommendations:

e Riparian protection measures are proposed as non-regulatory.

e Riparian protection measures should be applied to the Coast
Range georegion only.

e Riparian protection measures should only apply to stream
reaches noted in ODFW Fish Habitat Distribution GIS layer as
current-use for salmon, steelhead, and bull trout (SSBT).

e Riparian protection measures should not apply to tributaries
or stream reaches upstream of SSBT reaches.
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RFPC Prescription Recommendation “A”
Two-sided Harvest, Small SSBT:

e Leave total 80 sqft/1000', all trees >6" dbh.

e RMA leave trees shall be well-distributed in order to minimize
harvest-created gaps.

e |f available, leave 40 sqft/500 ft conifer >8" dbh. If conifer BA is
below 40 sgft/500', no conifer harvest.

e |f total BA is below 80 sqgft/1000', no harvest. Hardwoods count
towards total basal area requirement.

Other protections in OAR 629-640-0100 (20' no cut, etc.)
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RFPC Prescription Recommendation “A”
Two-sided Harvest, Medium SSBT:

e Leave total 160 sqft/1000', all trees >6" dbh.

e RMA leave trees shall be well-distributed in order to minimize
harvest-created gaps.

e |f available, leave 60 sqft/500 ft conifer >8" dbh. If conifer BA is
below 80 sqgft/500', no conifer harvest.

e |f total BA is below 160 sqft/1000', no harvest. Hardwoods count
towards total basal area requirement.

Other protections in OAR 629-640-0100 (20' no cut, etc.)
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RFPC Prescription Recommendation “B”
One-sided Harvest, Small SSBT:

First side:

e Variable retention RMA with current FPA standard target. Other
protections in OAR 629-640-0100 (20 ft no cut, etc.).

* Four year RMA vegetation recovery before 2" side harvest.

Subsequent entry cannot occur until after 48 months from
planting date.

Second side:

 Temporary (48 months) no harvest 50 ft RMA until RMA
vegetation recovery
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RFPC Prescription Recommendation “B”
One-sided Harvest, Medium SSBT:

First side:

e Variable retention RMA with current FPA standard target. Other
protections in OAR 629-640-0100 (20 ft no cut, etc.).
* Four year RMA vegetation recovery before 2" side harvest.

Subsequent entry cannot occur until after 48 months from
planting date.

Second side:

e Temporary (48 months) no harvest 70 ft RMA until RMA
vegetation recovery
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RFPC Prescription Recommendation “C”
Alternate Prescription, Small SSBT:

Uses Option A as base prescription but emphasizes south side shade
by “shifting” 50% of BA retention to south side where general valley
azimuth is within 30 degrees of E-W.

North side:
e Leave 40 sqgft/1000 ft. If total BA is below 40 sqgft/1000ft, then no

harvest.

South side:
e Leave 100 sqft/1000 ft. If total BA is below 100 sqft/1000ft, then

no harvest.
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RFPC Prescription Recommendation “C”
Alternate Prescription, Medium SSBT:

Uses Option A as base prescription but emphasizes south side shade
by “shifting” 50% of BA retention to south side where general valley
azimuth is within 30 degrees of E-W.

North side:
e Leave 120 sqft/1000 ft. If total BA is below 120 sqft/1000ft, then

no harvest.

South side:
e Leave 180 sqft/1000 ft. If total BA is below 180 sqft/1000ft, then

no harvest.
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Conclusion

* RFPC Prescriptions are based on RipStream findings.
e RipStream- selective, targeted: 33 sites; 17 of the 18 Private sites in the
Coastal Geo Region

 Measured the impacts of a harvest done to the bear minimum

e Found:
»60% chance of meeting PCW standards
»40% chance of exceeding PCW standards

» Modeled avg. exceedance of 0.4°

* Modest change based on the
findings of the study
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