
September 9,2015 

NESTUCCA RURAL FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 
30710 Highway 101 South 
Cloverdale, Oregon 97112 

503-392-3313 

Oregon Board of Forestry 
Oregon Department of Forestry 
Salem Headquarters 
2600 State Street 
Salem, Oregon 97310 

Members of the Board of Forestry: 

The Board of Forestry has an important role to play in deciding the future of state forests in Northwest 
Oregon. Your decision about how Northwest state forest lands will be managed will impact the entire 
state with an outsized impact on North Coast communities. 

I have served as the Chief of the Nestucca Rural Fire Protection District for the past 6 years . Our 
department provides fire suppression, emergency medical service and public education to 
approximately 5,000 full time residents and untold thousands of visitors to the Oregon Coast each year. 
We respond to an average of 750 calls for service each year from six stations located in Pacific City, 
Neskowin, Sandlake, Blaine, and Hebo. Our district boundaries cover approximately 125 square miles, 
we respond to incidents in unprotected areas covering over 200 square miles including Oregon 
Department of Forestry land and the US Forest lands. 

We are a volunteer based organization with only four fulltime staff members. Given the large area we 
serve, we must work closely with our first responder partners particularly the Tillamook County 
Sheriff's Department. Due to funding shortfalls in the County and Sheriff Department budgets, 
Tillamook County is currently short two sheriff deputies. For a large, rural county like ours a shortfall 
of two deputies has dramatic consequences. 

When an emergency arises, the few deputies that are on patrol are often 15-30 minutes away. That 
means that my NRFPD volunteers are frequently first on the scene of an emergency call and they are 
often finding themselves in a position where they have to make the difficult choice to intervene 
without law enforcement endangering our firefighters or stand idly by while a dangerous situation 
unfolds. Recent cases where NRFPD volunteers have faced this dilemma include domestic violence 
calls and DUI incidents. NRFPD members do not have the training, authority or the tools to effectively 
intervene in these matters and therefore cannot be instructed to get involved. That said, these are first 
responders with a strong sense of duty and it is a growing concern that my NRFPD volunteers will find 
themselves in a situation where their personal safety is threatened. 

Beyond law enforcement situations, the Sheriff's department works in concert with us to serve the 
community. Sheriff deputies are the ones patrolling the rural timber areas. They are the ones that guide 
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us to emergency locations in those remote areas be they an overturned truck or an A TV rider 
experiencing a cardiac event. Without their guidance, we would sacrifice time that victims do not have. 

The fluctuations and uncertainty of timber harvest funds flowing into Tillamook County over recent 
years have negatively impacted the County's public safety infrastructure. The Board of Forestry has an 
opportunity as it looks to the future of the Northwest state forests to settle upon a plan that will not 
only provide increased certainty to County's like ours but increased funding as well. This can be 
achieved while meeting conservation goals that are valued by all parties in this conversation. 

Our communities on the North Coast are changing. More people are moving to our communities, more 
people are visiting our communities. In the past two years, emergency call volume has increased 25-
30% creating challenges for a first responder force that is being diminished by inadequate funding. 

We need to look at the future and the future of active management on state forest lands should ensure 
that necessary funds flow into County coffers. 

Thank you for considering how public safety along the North Coast is impacted by your forthcoming 
decision. 

Sincerely, 

4;? 
t . 

Kris K. Weilflnd 
Fire Chief 
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