
TILLAMOOK COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE 
"Conservators a/the peace" 

September 9, 2015 

Oregon Board of Forestry 
Oregon Department of Forestry 
Salem Headquarters 
2600 State Street 
Salem, Oregon 97310 

Members of the Board of Forestry: 

Sheriff Andy Long 

This is my second time appearing before you this year. If you recaD my testimony 
this past March, I spoke to the dire financial circumstances facing the Tillamook 
SheritJ's Office. 

As I said then, my office has not been whole since 2008 and we have struggled with 
the loss of positions and currently don't have Patrol Deputies available 24 hours a 
day. I also spoke to the difficulty of protecting a county the size of Tillamook during 
the summer months when our population doubled especiaUy given our staff 
shortages. 

I wanted to return today to let you know that our funding situation has not 
improved. It has in, fact worsened. Tillamook Counties revenue for the 14/15 budget 
was estimated to be at 4.65 million, actuals were at 3.48 million with a loss of about 
1.2 million, that loss to Tillamook County resulted in negotiations with the unions 
for furlough days, an across the board hiring freeze, and from my office the loss of 
two fuD time employees, one support staff member, and a detective. 

Our continued struggles to field a full compliment of deputies not only impact our 
mission. It impacts all first responders in the greater Tillamook County area as we 
all have to rely on each other to ensure the public safety of Tillamook County 
residents and visitors. 

I wanted to appear today with ChiefKris Weiland with Nestucca Fire & Rescue. 
While we collaborate closely to support each other in service to Tillamook County, 
In instances where Nestucca Fire & Rescue responds to a call where a sheriff deputy 
is required to address a public safety situation, the geographical size of our county 
coupled with the shortage of deputies often translate into extended waits before a 
deputy arrives on scene, sometimes up to 30 minutes. This not only puts Chief 
Weiland's first responders at risk, it puts the citizenry at risk as welL 

I call again upon this Board to help Tillamook County fmd more funding by 
arriving at an equitable forest management plan that increases timber revenue into 
communities like ours. Giving our Department the funds it needs to protect public 
safety need not be at odds with protecting our forest ecosystem. 
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I want to reiterate that the immense challenges of policing Tillamook County 
become exponentially more difficult with every staff member lost. Our 
Department's staff shortages not only impact our office, but also affect the entire 
public safetylfirst responder infrastructure in Tillamook County. Please keep this in 
mind as you deliberate the future of our Northwest state forestlands. 

Sincerely.l- J 0 
?.-/~A ---

Andy Long 
Sheriff, Tillamook County 

5995 Long Prairie Road Tillamook OR 97141 

Phone (503) 842-2561 fax (503) 815-3399 

Web http://www.tillamooksheriff.org 
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