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Chair Imeson, Board Members, State Forester Decker: 

Good morning. I am Brian Schlaefli and I serve as the SW Regional Forest Practice 
Committee Chair. As you know, each of the RFPCs are nine-member advisory committees 
appointed by the Board of Forestry to assist you in developing rules appropriate to the 

forest conditions within its region. Members of each committee are qualified by 
education or experience in natural resource management. 

Members of both committees encouraged me to address you yet again as you consider 
rules designed to meet the Protecting Cold Water (PCW) criterion to the Maximum Extent 
Practicable. You've heard our recommendations that represent considerable time and 

effort of 18 people. Some elements of our recommendations are reflected in Package #2 
before you today. 

You will recall that our prescription options target and address: 

.. The possible effects of two-sided harvest units. 

• The reduction of gaps, and of mitigating pre-existing gaps, within the riparian 

canopy. 

.. The possible tapering of riparian buffers as basal area requirements are met on 
longer buffer segments. 

.. Maintaining and incentivizing the retention of hardwoods that contribute to 
stream shading. 

.. Maintaining, increasing, and incentivizing more effective, south-sided buffers. 

We know that some private RipStream sites met the PCW standard under the current 
rules. The current rules do work in some locations and in some situations! We believe our 

recommendations will help a new rule package to meet the PCW standard with greater 
probability. 

Are we certain of meeting the PCW standard 100 percent of the time and everywhere 
across the landscape with our prescriptions? Of course not. But let me quote George 

Edward Pelham Box (1919-2013), who was a renowned British mathematician and 
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