
Deschutes County Forestland Classification 
 

January 7th 2015 – 10 AM 

Minutes 

 

Committee Members Present:
Ed Keith, Deschutes County Forester 

Kristin Dodd, ODF, Assistant District Forester  

Jeremy Ast, Sisters-Camp Sherman Fire 

Nicole Strong, Deschutes County OSU-Extension Agent 

 

Committee Members Absent: 

Matt Cyrus – Grazing Representative  

Bill Swarts – Timber Representative  

 

Guests: 
Gary Marshall, Sisters Camp Sherman 

George Ponte, ODF 

Rex Parks, Cloverdale Fire 

Rich Hofman, Crooked River Ranch Fire 

Bill Kuhn, Private Landowner 

Ben Duda, ODF 

 

Meeting called to order at 10:10 am by Ed Keith 

Introductions 

Review & approve Minutes from 12/17/14 meeting 

Review of December 17th, 2014 minutes. Motion to approve minutes made by Nicole Strong, and 

seconded by Kristin Dodd. Vote: For — Unanimous.  

Public Comment Period 

None  

Old Business 

 Review field verification for previous specific legal descriptions 

Township 14S, Range 8E, Section 26& 35: The committee requested further information to 

determine if this area was grazing land. Ben Duda showed a series of photos from both sections 

that showed evidence of previous timber harvesting and scattered small trees. Boone Zimmerlee 

confirmed the soil layer in the GIS system showed the area as timber. It could be a fire scar or a 

timber harvest area from the turn of the century. After reviewing the additional information the 

committee classified these areas as Class 2.  

Township 14S, Range 9E, Section 23: This area is an old rock pit and there was no evidence of 

trees growing in this location. Historically this area in Section 23 was a surface mine for a rock 

pit. After reviewing the information the committee decided to leave this area as a Class 3. 



Township 14S, Range 9E, Sections 4, 5, 6 & 8: Bend Duda explained to the committee that 

much of this area showed re-planting activity that mostly likely occurred after the Cache 

Mountain Fire. These sections are not a drain field like the committee originally thought. After 

reviewing the pictures presented the committee agreed the high activity area such as the rock pit 

and compound will remain a Class 0. The remainder of the sections will be classified as a Class 

2.  

Township 14S, Range 9E, Section 12: The photos Ben Duda presented showed this section was 

moderately irrigated, most likely with flooding. It is a grazing field, not an irrigated agricultural 

crop. The committee agreed this area in Section 12 should be classified as Class 3.  

Township 14S, Range 9E Sections 9 & 10: This area did not have evidence of active irrigation, 

only small ponds and springs; the committee classified the area in Sections 9 & 10 as Class 3.    

 Status of Irrigation District/Water master GIS data  

Boone updated the committee on irrigation district and water master data. Currently, there is an 

interactive map that shows where the water rights are in the area. However, that interactive map 

is not specific enough for this process and there is not a specific layer Boone can add to the 

current GIS data the committee is using for the classification.  

New Business 

Continue review & preliminary classification of lands 

The Committee continued their review of the Deschutes County lands in Township 14S (T14S), 

Range 10E (R10E). 

The committee reviewed and accepted the preliminary mapping classification 

designation by Oregon Department of Forestry on the following Sections in T14S, 

R10E: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 9, 10, 16, 20, 23, 24, 26, & 32.  

Further, the committee asked that changes be made, per the committee’s suggested 

revisions, to the proposed maps presented by the Oregon Department of Forestry on the 

following Sections in T14S, R10E: 7, 8, 15, 17, 18, 19, 21, 22, 25, 28, 29, 30, 31, 33, 

34, 35, & 36.  

The Committee asked for more definitive information, including photos, of the 

following Sections in T14S, R10E, so that further review and evaluation could be made 

on these sections in T14S, R10E: 11, 12, 13, 14, & 27.  

The Committee continued their review of the Deschutes County lands in Township 14S (T14S), 

Range 11E (R11E). 

The committee reviewed and accepted the preliminary mapping classification 

designation by Oregon Department of Forestry on the following Sections in T14S, 

R11E: 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 18, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 32, 34, 35 & 36.  

Further, the committee asked that changes be made, per the committee’s suggested 

revisions, to the proposed maps presented by the Oregon Department of Forestry on the 

following Sections in T14S, R11E: 3, 4, 8, 11, 19, 20, 21, 22, 30, 31 & 33.  

The Committee asked for more definitive information, including photos, of the 

following Sections in T14S, R10E, so that further review and evaluation could be made 

on these sections in T14S, R11E: 16 & 17.  

 



Calendar Planning – Meeting Schedule  

The next Committee meeting is scheduled for January 26th at 12pm-2pm at the Sisters Oregon 

Department of Forestry (ODF) office. The ODF office is located at 16721 Pine Tree Lane, 

Sisters, OR, 97759.  The Committee will meet on February 20th at 12-2, also at the Sisters ODF 

office.  

There being no further business to discuss Ed Keith, adjourned the Committee Meeting at 12:24.  

Next meeting: January 26th, 2015 at the Sister’s ODF Office, 12pm-2pm.  


