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Unit 17 Topics: 

 Quality Assurance Program

 Field tested materials quality acceptance (Section 4D)

 Product compliance requirements

 Small quantity acceptance guidelines (Section 4B)
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Manual of Field Test Procedures
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 Section 1: Test Procedures

 Section 2: Quality Assurance 
Program (in Resource 
Manual, Tab 3)

 Section 3: Report Forms

 Section 4(D): Field Tested 
Materials Acceptance Guide 
(in Resource Manual, Tab 3) 
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What is Quality Assurance?
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Actions necessary to provide confidence 
that a product or service will satisfy given 
requirements for quality

Based on statistical acceptance and 
random sampling

Places responsibility on the Contractor 
for quality control in contracted work.

Purpose of ODOT’s Quality Assurance 
Program for Materials
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 Ensure that quality 
materials are used in the 
construction of 
transportation facilities. 

 Define the responsibilities 
of both the Agency and 
the Contractor in order 
to satisfy program 
requirements.
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Separation of Roles
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Agency

Project 
Manager

QCCS

Inspector

QA Staff

Contractor

QC Staff

Roles & Responsibilities

Construction Contractor must:

 Follow ODOT’s QA Program

 Provide written QC Plan to PM

 Furnish Materials/Products 
meeting specifications

 Provide certified labs 
and technicians
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Roles & Responsibilities 

PM / Consultant Ensures that:

 Verify contractor QC personnel 
are properly certified.

 Contractor performs, submits and 
documents all required testing. 

 ODOT QCCS coordinates 
verification (QA) testing with 
ODOT Region Quality 
Assurance.
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Field Tested Materials Small Quantity Guide
Section 4B
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 Written request required

 Quality documentation 
still required

 Small quantity table

Resource Manual, Tab 3
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Manual of Field Test Procedures
Primary Resource for Field Tested Materials
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Section 4(D)
Field Tested Materials 
Acceptance Guide

Resource Manual, Tab 3

Field Tested Materials Acceptance Guide

 How to Use – First Page

 Definitions – First and Second Page

 Types of Tests – Third Page

6. Visual…when stated in the contract, is a method 
generally used by the Project Inspector in lieu of 
normal sampling and testing of field tested materials 
as defined in section 00165.00 of the Standard 
Specifications to document quality. Supporting 
documentation for visual acceptance is, at a minimum, 
a field inspection report (FIR). Example: Stone 
Embankment Gradation
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How to Use
Field Tested Materials Acceptance Guide 

 Organized by Specification Number

 Lists material type within the specification

 Lists description of test

 Lists test method and number – ODOT, AASHTO, etc.
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How To Use
Field Tested Materials Acceptance Guide

 Lists report form 
number

 Identifies who tests: 
Quality Control, PM, 
QA or Materials Lab

 Identifies Sublot size

 Identifies frequency 
of testing
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Field Tested Materials Acceptance Guide: 00641, Page 34 

MFTP – Section 4(D)
Example 1

Building a road:

 3,000 square yards of subgrade stabilization

 Place 10,000 tons aggregate base 

 Place 3,000 tons HMAC
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MFTP – Section 4(D)
Example 1

Building a road: 

 3,000 square yards of subgrade stabilization

 Place 10,000 tons aggregate base

 Place 3,000 tons ACP
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MFTP – Section 4(D)
Example 1

Building a road:

 3,000 square yards of subgrade stabilization

 Place 10,000 tons aggregate base

 Place 3,000 tons ACP
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MFTP – Section 4(D)
Example 1

Building a road: 

 3,000 square yards of subgrade stabilization

 Place 10,000 tons aggregate base

 Place 3,000 tons ACP
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MFTP – Section 4(D)
Example 1 – Answers
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Key Inspection Points

 Small quantity acceptance still needs proper quality
documentation

 Keep track of what type and quantity of field tested
materials being delivered

 Communicate with QCCS or someone tracking testing

 Check in with technicians

 Understand scope and role of visual acceptance

 Do not accept failing tests
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Unit 17 Review: 

Quality Assurance Program

Field tested materials quality acceptance (Section 4D)

Product Compliance requirements

Small quantity acceptance guidelines (Section 4B)
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Material Problems

The Contractor is placing backfill material around a Pipe 
Culvert that is 8 feet in diameter. The Bid Item is granular 
structural backfill with a quantity of 6,500 cubic yards. 

17-1 What specification references the work?

17-2 What subsection provides the grading requirements?

17-3 What is the frequency for sieve analysis testing?

17-4 What is the frequency for the compaction testing?

17-5 What is the minimum percent compaction 
requirement?
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Material Problems

Answers

17-1 What specification references the work?

17-2 What subsection provides the grading requirements?

17-3 What is the frequency for sieve analysis testing?
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Material Problems

Answers (continued)

17-4 What is the frequency for the compaction testing?

17-5 What is the minimum percent compaction 
requirement?
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