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From: Corky Collier 
Sent: Tuesday, June 25, 2013 12:06:01 PM (UTC-08:00) Pacific Time (US & Canada) 
To: STIP Enhance Apps Region1 
Subject: Comments in support of E81, Columbia_Alderwood_Cully 
 
Re: Columbia_Alderwood_Cully (Project ID# E81) 
  
Dear Region 1 STIP Project Selection Committee, 
  
The Columbia Corridor Association (CCA) has recently published the Columbia Multimodal Corridor 
Study, which identifies the Columbia‐Alderwood‐Cully project as a high priority. The Columbia Corridor 
is the state’s largest economic corridor and Columbia Blvd is its major freight route. This particular 
stretch of Columbia Blvd has a projected 68% growth in traffic by 2035. In addition, new constraints on 
Marine Drive will be pushing even more freight traffic onto Columbia Blvd. 
  
The Columbia‐Alderwood‐Cully project is designed to fix a problem associated with old roads that were 
not designed to connect with each other. Intersections too close to each other, poor turning radii, and 
inadequate signals combine to create a congestion point. As someone that uses this section of road on 
a daily basis, I can testify to the increasing frustration experienced by drivers, which leads to unsafe 
behavior.  
  
I addition to being on one of the most important freight surface streets in the state, the location of this 
project is directly adjacent to an at‐grade rail crossing and used by numerous air freight facilities. The 
recommended improvements will benefit air freight, rail, local truck traffic, and through‐truck traffic. 
  
The improvement of sidewalks in this area will be very welcome by the Cully neighborhood, bicycle 
commuters and Columbia Slough recreational users. This small stretch is clearly the worst part of my 9‐

mile bicycle commute from St. Johns to NE 80th Ave. I advise against it for Cully neighborhood children 
wanting to use recreational facilities along the slough.  
  
CCA hopes you will choose to support the Columbia‐Alderwood‐Cully project. It is a well‐designed and 
overdue improvement which will benefit a wide range of users and directly improve our transportation 
economy.  
  
Thank you for your consideration, 
Corky Collier 
Executive Director 
Columbia Corridor Association 



 

 

June 28, 2013 
 
Oregon Department of Transportation Region 1 
c/o Jeffrey Flowers 
STIPEnhanceAppsRegion1@odot.state.or.us 
 
Dear Mr. Flowers: 
 
This  letter  is to reinforce the Portland  International Airport Community Advisory Committee’s (PDX CAC) support for $4 
million  funding  from  State  Transportation  Improvement  Program  Enhance  funding  for  project  development  for 
Columbia/Alderwood/Cully Intersection Improvements.  One of the charges of the PDX CAC is to oversee implementation 
of  the Airport  Futures  Plan District which  includes  several  transportation  improvements  to  the  transportation  system 
surrounding PDX that also serves adjacent neighborhoods and businesses. 

The  Columbia/Alderwood/Cully  Intersection  project  is  one  of  the  projects  identified  for  improvements  in  the  Airport 
Futures  Plan District  and our  committee  supports  this project.    Project development  funding  is  a  critical  first  step  to 
improving  access  to  PDX  passenger  and  cargo  facilities  and  providing  bike  lanes,  sidewalks  and  a multi‐use  path  for 
businesses  in  the  Columbia  Corridor  industrial  area.    The  project will  also  improve  livability  and  access  for  the  Cully 
Neighborhood, an underserved and diverse neighborhood in the City. 

PDX moves about 14 million passengers and 219,000  tons of  regional  cargo each year and access  to  these  facilities  is 
critical.   Currently, access  to PDX  facilities via Columbia/Alderwood  is on a one‐lane  road each direction with a shared 
central  turning  lane. This project adds needed capacity  for vehicles  turning onto Columbia Boulevard  from Alderwood 
Road.  

This  project  will  define  the  ultimate  right  of  way  and  road  improvements  to  both  the  Columbia/Cully  and 
Columbia/Alderwood  intersections.    Actual  improvements  will  be  focused  at  the  intersection  of  Columbia  Blvd  and 
Alderwood Road and  include the widening of Alderwood Road, pedestrian and bicycle  improvements and signalization.  
These improvements are compatible with and will support future development of Colwood Golf Course as an urban park 
and significant public open space. 

We also understand  that community members are working  to connect residents  to Cully Park and  the  future Colwood  
site,  and  are  also  seeking  the  design  and  construction  of  sidewalks  on  Cully  Boulevard  between  Columbia  and  Old 
Portland Highway.   While  these  concepts are not  included  in  this  funding  request, we believe  they are  important and 
worthy of further study and support.   The Port supports the city of Portland’s efforts to create a high level of local and 
minority and women‐owned business hiring on these projects. 

We encourage your support for this regional project.  We look forward to future opportunities to fund construction of the 
Columbia/Alderwood/Cully Intersection Improvement project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Mike Sloan, Chair         Stacey Triplett, Vice Chair 
PDX Community Advisory Committee    PDX Community Advisory Committee 
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May 14, 2013 

 

Bill Wyatt, Chairman 

ODOT Region 1 STIP Selection Committee 

 

Dear Chairman Wyatt: 

 

On behalf of the Portland Freight Committee we want to thank you for the opportunity to provide our input on 

the proposed Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) projects. The Portland Freight 

Committee has supported the formation of the STIP Projects Selection Committee for the Portland 

metropolitan region in identifying the most effective projects based on statewide transportation system goals. 

The PFC has actively participated with local stakeholders and offers the following project endorsements: 

 

St. Johns Truck Strategy Phase II: This project implements the transportation improvements recommended in 

the Planning and Development phase which was recently completed in February 2013. This project will 

construct needed freight mobility and pedestrian improvements along N. Lombard Street which is a designated 

NHS Connector Route serving major freight movements between the Rivergate Industrial District and the state 

highway system (St. Johns Bridge/US 30). The recommended improvements include sidewalk improvements, 

signal upgrades, intersection realignment and widening travel lane widths along N. Lombard Street to improve 

freight/vehicular movement and pedestrian safety. These improvements reinforces this facility as a critical 

multi-modal link on the designated regional freight network for heavy trucks rather then using the local St. 

Louis Ave/Fessenden St corridor.  

 

The St Louis/Fessenden corridor carries high volumes of through traffic with trucks comprise 9% of total traffic, 

which is due to the significant time advantage as a cut-through route compared to the designated freight route 

on N. Lombard Street. This project will address neighborhood safety and livability by constructing a variety of 

traffic calming and pedestrian improvements along the St Louis/Fessenden corridor while also improving the 

operation of the designated freight route along N. Lombard.  

 

This project has undergone extensive public involvement and outreach, beginning with the St. Johns Truck 

Strategy (2001), St. Johns/Lombard Plan (2004), and Portland Freight Master Plan (2006), all of which have 

each identified the need for improvements to truck routing in St. Johns as well as the need to reduce non-local 

truck traffic on local streets. This project has the support of both neighborhood and freight stakeholder groups 

including the St. Johns Neighborhood Association and the City’s modal advisory committees - bicycle, freight 

and pedestrian. 

 

Columbia/Alderwood/Cully: This project will reconstruct the Columbia Boulevard/Alderwood Road intersection 

to provide signalization, left turn pockets, enhanced turning radii to improve circulation for vehicular traffic, 

including trucks serving expanding air cargo facilities associated with Portland International Airport. Project 

design will determine if side-by-side left turn lanes need to be constructed on Columbia Boulevard and what is 

needed to address the closeness of the at-grade rail crossing of Cully Boulevard to the Cully/Columbia 

intersection, such as signal interconnect/preemption to prevent vehicle queues extending over the rail 

crossing. Sidewalks and bike facilities are needed on Alderwood Road. The project was identified through 

Airport Futures, a collaborative process involving the Port of Portland, the City of Portland, and the Portland-
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Vancouver metropolitan community to create a long term master plan for Portland International Airport. The 

process emphasized sustainability as a core theme.  

 

The Columbia/Alderwood project will help to keep Columbia Boulevard a viable freight route within the 

Columbia Corridor. Ensuring that Columbia Boulevard functions as intended helps to keep vehicles from using 

the interstate system. The improvements to Columbia and Alderwood are improvements to the freight system 

and intermodal connectors. The improvements support the development of a multimodal freight system, 

specifically for delivery of time critical air freight associated with Portland International Airport. 

 

The Portland Freight Committee respectfully requests that both the St. Johns Truck Strategy Phase II and the 

Columbia Boulevard/Alderwood Road intersection projects are included in the 100% 2015-2018 STIP Enhance 

list for funding project construction. 

 

Sincerely, 

    
Debra Dunn    Pia Welch 

PFC Chair    PFC Vice Chair   
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HOPES Christina

From: STIP Enhance Apps Region1
Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2013 6:03 PM
To: HOPES Christina
Subject: FW: Support for 3 STIP-Enhance project applications

________________________________________
From: Dan Jaffee
Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2013 6:02:42 PM (UTC-08:00) Pacific Time (US & Canada)
To: STIP Enhance Apps Region1
Subject: Support for 3 STIP-Enhance project applications

Dear ODOT committee:

I am writing to urge you to fund three specific pending applications for STIP-Enhance funding, which I feel 
will make a major difference in improving bike/pedestrian safety and connectivity in the Portland area:

1) Metro's application for funding for the Willamette Greenway Trail in the Chimney Park/Kelly Point Park 
area, which would open the St.
Johns Prairie site to the public and fill a critical gap in this trail.  I am an active biker and hiker, and I am 
continually frustrated by the lack of connectivity of the bike/ped trails in Portland, especially North 
Portland, which has so much potential for
longer off-road trails.   This project would dramatically increase
the connectivity in the area, and provide long-needed linkages, including the Willamette Greenway trail 
and providing access to a
good viewpoint on the former landfill.   Thousands of Portland-area
bikers and pedestrians will use these new amenities, and it will also be a big step toward completion of 
the 40-mile Loop.

2) The City of Portland's application for improvements on
Columbia/Alderwood/Cully.   This is an especially dangerous
intersection for bikes, autos, and pedestrians.  I use this intersection to go to the airport, and personally 
have witnessed
three near-accidents involving autos and bicycles.   This is a
desperately needed improvement.

3) The City of Portland's application for the Connected Cully project.  I live in a neighborhood adjoining 
Cully, and our family
frequently bikes through Cully.   There are major gaps in sidewalks
and pavement, and numerous other major impediments to biking and walking through this highly-diverse 
and low/middle-income
neighborhood.   I see approving this project as a matter of
transportation justice, since Cully has the highest percentage of unpaved roads in the city per square 
mile.

Please give these 3 projects the highest priority and provide the requesting agencies with all of the 
requested funding.

I thank you sincerely for your attention.

Yours Sincerely,



2

Daniel Jaffee
4723 NE 14th Ave.
Portland, OR 97211
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