
Project Description
A three-year community-
wide effort among ODOT,
Friends of Trees and
Metro to green the I-205
Multi-Use Path with
thousands of native trees
and shrubs.

Benefits
•Improved neighborhood
 livability
•Enhanced experience for
 path users
•Increased wildlife habitat
•Decreased stormwater
 runoff
•Increased environmental
 equity among
 communities

Project Funding
•$410,000 Metro Natural
 Areas Bond Measure’s
 Nature in Neighborhoods
 Capital Grant
•$80,000 from East
 Multnomah Soil & Water
 Conservation District
•Generous support from:
-J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co.
-IKEA
-Cantel Sweeping
-Collier Arbor Care
-HSBC Bank USA, N.A.
-Portland General Electric
-Portland Bureau of
 Environmental Services

I-205 Multi-Use Path Greening Project

On an unusually sunny February morning, David Harding really
doesn’t mind working at his new job guiding volunteers at
community tree plantings along the I-205 Multi-Use Path.

“When you’re doing something for a really good cause it doesn’t
feel like work,” explained Harding, a junior at Rosemary
Anderson High School – an alternative school run by Portland
Opportunities Industrialization Center. Portland OIC is a non-
profit organization that serves youth who are affected by
poverty, family instability or homelessness with support
necessary to engage in school and training.

Harding, whose aunt
graduated from Rosemary
Anderson High School ten
years ago, admitted that he
used to have trouble in
public school. When his aunt
suggested Rosemary
Anderson, he thought, “I
might as well try something
new.”

Now an honor roll student,
Harding said that if it
weren’t for Rosemary
Anderson he would have
wound up dead or in jail. He
now spends his time
engaged in school and work-
training opportunities.

Portland OIC recently joined
in a unique partnership with
Friends of Trees, ODOT and
Metro to green the I-205
Multi-Use Path with
thousands of trees and
shrubs over a three-year
period. As part of the project, ten Urban Renewal Area-funded
jobs for Portland OIC trainees (like Harding) have been created
through a partnership between the Portland Development
Commission and Worksystems, Inc.

David Harding
Portland OIC Trainee

Portland OIC Trainee David Harding receives on-
the-job training at the February 20 I-205 Multi-Use
Path planting in the Lents neighborhood.
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“I know global warming is an issue,” said Harding. “And I think the best place to
plant trees is right next to the freeway.”

Harding said that he doesn’t have much prior experience in planting – except for
some sunflowers – but he enjoys the new job.

“I really like plants. They’re mysterious. You think you know everything about
them, but then you learn something new,” explained Harding, who also said that
he aspires to become a botanist.

In his free time, Harding keeps busy by helping out around the house, playing
video games and tinkering with computers. While he’d really like to become a
botanist, Harding said he’s leaning towards computer programming. But for now,
Harding will continue in his studies at Rosemary Anderson High School and
participate in several more plantings along the I-205 Multi-Use Path.

 “The people that come here (to the plantings) are good people,” he noted. “And I
like the outdoors.”

I-205 Multi-Use Path Greening Project

www.facebook.com/I205MultiUsePath
www.facebook.com/friendoftrees

To learn more about the people contributing to this project, visit:
www.oregon.gov/odot/hwy/region1/i205_mup/profiles.shtml


