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ODOT and city address damage by trespassers 
Crews start evaluating environmental damage to Johnson Creek at SE 92nd and Flavel 

  

ODOT joined the city of Portland and other local agencies Thursday to remove 

trespassers from state property at Southeast 92nd Avenue and Flavel Street and stop 

degradation of the Johnson Creek fish habitat on the site. 

Activities of the trespassers at the ODOT property at 92nd and Flavel have resulted in 

serious damage to costly fish restoration efforts carried out there in recent years. The 

creek is home to migrating salmon. 

Damage to the creek on ODOT property includes: 

 Contamination of water quality. 
 A rock dam blocking fish migration. 
 Removal of trees and riparian vegetation. 
 Damaged stream bank. 

The creek has also been used for bathing, laundry and other human activities. 

The Thursday action involved Portland Police Bureau, ODOT maintenance crews, 

public health officials and criminal justice officials. In the past, ODOT maintenance 

workers have found human waste, hypodermic needles and other dangerous debris in 

the area. 

On Monday, ODOT posted advance notice at the site of the pending environmental 

repair work and trespass enforcement action. Police Thursday morning removed 

members of the public and maintenance workers then started evaluating environmental 

damage. 

Personal belongings that remained at the site were placed in protective bags and will be 

stored by ODOT for at least 30 days to allow the owners an opportunity to recover their 

property. 
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Crews Thursday also began installing fencing to create a secure work zone, deter public 

access to the area posted as No Trespass and reduce the need for future 

environmental repairs in this area. 

No schedule has yet been set for the environmental repairs, which will be developed in 

consultation with our federal, state and city regulatory partners. 

Johnson Creek flows 25 miles from the Cascade foothills through Gresham, Portland 

and Milwaukie and into the Willamette River.  
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