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Media and Interested Parties
Sunrise advisory group approves mid-point interchange, moving forward with Highway 212/224 congestion relief
The Sunrise Project Policy Review Committee (PRC) made key decisions this week on the economically-critical regional Sunrise highway project designed to ease traffic bottlenecks and support economic development.

At a meeting on July 29, the PRC decided on a preferred alternative to forward to federal officials that includes:

· Creation of an east-west limited access highway from the Milwaukie Expressway to 172nd Avenue (see attached map)

· A midpoint interchange in the SE 122nd Avenue area 

· Improvements at the 82nd Drive/Highway 212 intersection.
The intersection of 82nd Drive and Highway 212 is in the middle of a major regional freight route and one of the most congested intersections in the region.  While the approved preliminary design includes a maximum footprint of eight lanes for 82nd Drive, PRC members made clear that they have every hope of not ending up with 82nd Drive as an eight-lane roadway.

Clackamas County Chair Lynn Peterson, who is a PRC member, said, “The 82nd/212 intersection improvements will provide noticeable benefits for the industrial businesses who depend on access to I-205,” but also expressed concern about leaving the numerous area businesses “in limbo.”

“We need to move fast on this,” Peterson said, “so we can get to the solution with a smaller footprint and not keep area businesses wondering what will happen to them in the future.”

“We want to build the most cost effective fix we can”, said PRC member and Metro Councilor Carlotta Collette. “Since the federal review process won’t allow us to consider any options larger than what we designate here today, choosing this large option now gives us the most flexibility. If we start with a small option we will not be able to expand, whereas if we start with the big option we can build a smaller project.”
On Wednesday, Governor Ted Kulongoski also signed the Jobs and Transportation Act, which provides $100 million as initial funding for the Sunrise project.  Another $30 million is available from other state and federal funds.  

The PRC is made up of representatives from the government agencies involved with the project – the cities of Damascus and Happy Valley, Clackamas County, the Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT), Metro and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).  

The Sunrise Project is a proposed east-west, limited-access highway between I-205 and the Rock Creek Junction to add jobs, support economic development, enhance freight mobility and relieve congestion in the eastern metropolitan area.  The project, which has been in the planning stages for more than two decades, is being designed to address existing congestion and safety problems in the Highway 212/224 corridor between its interchange with I-205 and Rock Creek Junction, and to serve the growing demand for regional travel and access to the state highway system. 

For more information, contact Clackamas County Public and Government Affairs Director Elissa Gertler at elissager@co.clackamas.or.us or 503-742-5900 (office) or 503-867-3514 (cell).
