
Nyssa and John Day Downtown Improvements – 2014 
 

Some of most gratifying work in transportation involves revitalizing downtown areas – and 
nothing spruces up a small town like new sidewalks, resurfaced streets, vintage style lighting 
and similar enhancements. This year, the communities of Nyssa in Malheur County and John 
Day in Grant County received extensive upgrades that will benefit local residents and visitors for 
decades to come.  
 

Nyssa: Thunderegg Blvd. (what an 
awesome street name) and Main Street 
(U.S. 20/26) received sidewalk and 
street upgrades earlier this summer. 
New sidewalks were installed and other 
walkways were improved to create a 
safer route for kids and adults hoofing it 
to school or the core downtown area. 
The main street through town also 
received new asphalt and striping, 
creating a fresh look for this small 
community located along the Snake 
River. Combined with other street 
upgrades received a few years ago, 
Nyssa, near the Idaho border, says 
“Welcome to Oregon” in a big way.   
 
John Day: Thanks to the hard work of savvy city leaders, ODOT staff and other community 
stakeholders who worked together to secure federal Enhancement Project dollars, sections 
of John Day are receiving a million dollar makeover. Unsightly utility poles, lines and pipes 
are being relocated underground and new sidewalks are being constructed along Main Street 

(U.S. 26) and Canyon Blvd. (U.S. 395). The 
work started in September and will be 
completed by December, but the plans for 
these improvements have been in the works 
for year.  
 
“This project is a key aspect of the overall 
goal of a revitalized downtown John Day,” 
said City Manager Peggy Gray.  “It’s one 
of many improvements identified by the 
city, school district and community 
members as part of the John Day 
Downtown Plan and the Safe Routes to 
School Action Plan.” 
 
 

The next time you’re traveling through Nyssa or John Day, stop a while and check out the 
progress they’ve made towards creating some great downtown areas.                                            
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Resurfaced Main Street in Nyssa 


