Contractor Required Utility Meetings

00150.50  Cooperation with Utilities - Make the following changes to this Subsection:

(c)  Contractor’s Responsibilities - Add the following to the end of this Subsection:



The Contractor shall hold monthly utility coordination meetings with utility companies and Agency representatives (both in the office and in the field if necessary) to coordinate project activities with utilities and on-going utility relocation work. The coordination meetings shall include detailed discussions of, but not be limited to, existing and abandoned utilities, service lines, critical locations for pot holing of utilities, project activities, and on-going utility relocations in upcoming project activity areas.  The Contractor shall obtain utility base map drawings from each utility at these meetings and will be required to fully understand the scope, extent, locations, and significance of all utility facilities prior to starting work in a new activity area.  Furnish utility agencies updated project schedules in conjunction with the Agency. 

Prior to starting any work on-site, the Contractor shall submit a written “Utility Coordination Report”.  The Utility Coordination Report shall identify the specific utility coordination accomplished to date by the Contractor for all existing in-service and abandoned facilities.  The report shall include contact names, numbers, dates, and utility base map drawings that the Contractor has obtained.  In addition, the report shall contain documents showing that the Contractor has accomplished utility locates, and that utility locates along with applicable construction activities have been reviewed and discussed with utility representatives on-site.  The Utility Coordination Report shall be submitted to the Project Manager a minimum of ten days prior to starting work and may be submitted for the project as a whole, or for specific areas within the project. 

Plan and schedule all utility adjustment operations well in advance of on-site work.  As soon as the Contractor becomes aware of any previously unknown utility conflicts or issues, the applicable utilities shall be notified immediately.  Allow utilities a minimum of four weeks to relocate or resolve the previously unknown utility issues.

Prior to the start of work, review utility locates with a representative of each utility on-site to ensure that all in-service utilities, including service laterals, and known abandoned facilities are correctly identified in the field.  Similarly, where construction activities extend onto private property (e.g., easements), coordinate and review service line locations, including service laterals, with the private property owners.

Earthwork activities (e.g., slope cuts/fills, ditch excavations, etc.) shall occur around existing below-grade and at-grade utilities.  The Contractor shall coordinate with utilities when conducting operations in these locations and allow the utilities access to temporarily support, brace, and otherwise protect their facilities during the work operations where applicable.  The plans do not specifically identify whether new storm facilities cross over or under existing utilities.  Numerous storm facilities cross under existing utilities. Lateral supports, subjacent supports, and minimizing the length of exposed utilities shall be required in these locations.  Non-invasive excavation techniques shall be required when working within the reasonable accuracy zone of any utilities. Potholing for the purpose of exposing utilities prior to excavation shall be required when working within the reasonable accuracy zone of utilities.  

Backfill exposed utilities as recommended and approved by the utility representative.  
Telecommunication facility trenches shall be backfilled with concrete slurry.  The Contractor shall replace any utility locate warning tape removed during construction activities.  The associated utility will furnish any necessary tape.  Utility locate warning tape shall not be assumed to be present at all existing utilities.  The Contractor shall save all utility locate and warning markers removed during construction activities, and reinstall them following the activities.  Removal and replacement of the utility locate and warning markers shall be coordinated with the associated utility.
Utilities abandoned during the project and existing abandoned utilities exposed by the work shall be removed and disposed of according to the requirements of Sections 00310 and 00330.  Throughout the project limits, an extensive number of abandoned utilities, including numerous cables, conduits, pipes, manholes, and vaults, will be encountered during excavation activities.  During these activities, coordinate with utility agencies and verify that abandoned utilities encountered are no longer in service prior to removal and disposal. 


The Contractor shall be required to stake, place warning tape, and maintain no work limits around critical utility facilities as identified and directed by the applicable utility and Engineer.
00330.90
General - Add the following to the end of this subsection:

No separate payment will be made for supports at existing utilities, potholing, removal and replacement of utility locates or warning markers, placing, maintaining, and removing no work limits around critical utility facilities, and any additional work required for non-invasive excavation techniques or non-typical backfilling techniques, as specified in section 00150.50(c) of these Special Provisions.  Payment will be considered incidental to the appropriate excavation pay item under this Section that requires the incidental work.
00445.99 Incidental Basis - Add the following to the end of this subsection:

No separate payment will be made for supports at existing utilities, potholing, removal and replacement of utility locates or warning markers, placing, maintaining, and removing no work limits around critical utility facilities, and any additional work required for non-invasive excavation techniques or non-typical backfilling techniques, as specified in section 00150.50(c) of these Special Provisions.  Payment will be considered incidental to the appropriate pay item under this Section that requires the incidental work.
