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Transportation Data

Memorandum of Agreement

White Paper

Issue Statement:

To make critical project level decisions ODOT’s transportation data customers, both internal and external need the most current available information from the management systems and other transportation asset data sources. 

The OTMS Program and GIS provides access to this information through applications such as TransViewer and TransGIS.  Efficiently collecting and managing this data requires predetermined annual update cycles for each data source as well as essential data steward contact information, data transfer scheduling, data formatting and various other data specifications.  Currently OTMS does not have a documented data sharing practice. 
Background:

ODOT is committed to provide transportation data to its customers, external and internal.  Current STIP and OTIA demands emphasis the criticality of access to timely and consistent transportation data.  The GIS Unit supplies the spatial data on a corporate server and through various applications, web and map products.  At present, the collection process has too often been inefficient.  Undue time is spent on repeated requests for data and communicating other data reminders.  In some cases, performing extensive data clean up is required.  These factors result in delayed releases of current data for many systems and can impact other projects.  To meet the immediate data collection and maintenance requirements and to improve the cooperative effort between ODOT's many data stewards and the resources managing the data, a cooperative agreement would be created for each data source.  In addition, this document would be a beneficial source of information for those stepping into the data stewardship role; clarifying both the maintenance and update processes.      
Recommendation:

OTMS proposes the development and implementation of a standard data sharing agreement process and documentation. This agreement will include all the pertinent information required to clarify the data maintenance, identify data release limitations and permissions and scheduling for both data stewards and the data-managing group.  
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