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PURPOSE
This Bulletin implements the process, guidance, and documentation used to prepare
FHWA Categorical Exclusion (CE) documentation.

GUIDANCE

In order for FHWA to meet its legal requirements for classification of CE projects,
FHWA has determined that specific parts of the environmental process must be
completed and documented prior to subsequent FHWA approvals, such as construction
authorizations. All environmental permits, clearances, and approvals as specified in the
“Completion Guidance for the Categorical Exclusion (CE) Closeout Document” must be
completed in order for FHWA to classify a project as a Categorical Exclusion.

BACKGROUND/REFERENCE

This Bulletin and associated guidance is intended to comply with FHWA regulations
included in 23 CFR 771.113(a) and 23 CFR 630.106(a)(2), which require completion of
specific environmental clearances and permits prior to final classification of a proposed
project as a CE and prior to the authorization of construction funds.

EXPLANATION

The CE Closeout Guidance describes three types of CE documentation that have
somewhat different documentation and approval requirements as depicted in the table
below:
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http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/HWY/TECHSERV/Pages/technicalguidance.aspx
http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/HWY/TECHSERV/Pages/technicalguidance.aspx
ftp://ftp.odot.state.or.us/techserv/Geo-Environmental/REC/3-17-09%20ce%20closeout%20guidance.doc
ftp://ftp.odot.state.or.us/techserv/Geo-Environmental/REC/3-17-09%20ce%20closeout%20guidance.doc
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/cfr_2008/aprqtr/pdf/23cfr771.113.pdf
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/cfr_2008/aprqtr/pdf/23cfr630.106.pdf

Types of CE Documentation
CE Closeout | PCE Closeout 1-Page
Document Document Memorandum
Submittal / Submit to Submit to FHWA Submit to FHWA
Approval Process | FHWA Oregon | Oregon Division for Oregon Division for
Division for their records and for their records and for
approval. subsequent approvals. | subsequent approvals.

The type of documentation required for a specific CE project depends on the level of
environmental impacts that the project will have. CE projects that have multiple
environmental impacts and require permits will usually require the CE Closeout
Document (and attachments). CE projects that meet the conditions of the
1999Programmatic CE Agreement require the PCE Closeout Document. Administrative
CE projects with no ground disturbance require documentation through a 1-page memo.

RESPONSIBILITIES

This guidance will affect Region Environmental Coordinators (REC), Region
Environmental Managers, Permit Coordinators, the Highway Program Office, Project
Leaders, Local Agency Liaisons, Project Managers, Procurement and Construction
staff.

ACTION REQUIRED

Follow the *“Completion Guidance for the Categorical Exclusion (CE) Closeout
Document” to determine what type of CE documentation is required for each CE project.
Prepare the appropriate CE documentation. Ensure that all environmental permits,
clearances, and approvals as specified in the guidance are complete and attached as
appropriate. Obtain the proper signatures from the Region Environmental Coordinator,
the Region Environmental Manager, and FHWA (if required). Submit to FHWA Oregon
Division.

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

To view or download “ Completion Guidance for the Categorical Exclusion (CE)
Closeout Document” and the associated CE document and memo templates, please
see
http://www.oreqgon.gov/ODOT/HWY/GEOENVIRONMENTAL/e_guide_rec_guide.shtml.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Branch/Section: Geo-Environmental Section

Phone: (503) 986-3252

E-mail: GeoAdminWorkOrders@odot.state.or.us
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ftp://ftp.odot.state.or.us/techserv/Geo-Environmental/REC/3-15-09%20PCE%20Closeout%20Document.doc
ftp://ftp.odot.state.or.us/techserv/Geo-Environmental/REC/ER%20OR%2035.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/HWY/GEOENVIRONMENTAL/e_guide_rec_guide.shtml
mailto:GeoAdminWorkOrders@odot.state.or.us

