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The QPL -- How does it work?

Vendors continuously offer new products — how
do ODOT employees decide what to use and
what doesn’t work? When the salesman comes to
your door, don’t buy until you check the QPL!

Products approved for use in Oregon Department
of Transportation (ODOT) projects can be found
on the Qualified Products List (QPL). But how
do items get on the list? How are they classified
as Conditional Use versus Qualified?

ODOT’s Product Evaluation Committee reviews
hundreds of products for inclusion on the QPL.
Mike Dunning, Product Evaluation Coordinator,
chairs the committee. The committee consists of
a representative group from many

the exact product name and categories for which
the product is being submitted for use. There are
guidelines for 120 product categories.

The manufacturer or supplier must provide
independent laboratory test results addressing all
existing specifications. Failure to comply results in
rejection of the product.

Qualified or Conditional Use

When a vendor submits an “Equal” product, the
application and test information is forwarded to
the committee members, or other ODOT expert
best qualified to do the review. Their
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recommendation is brought to the full Product performance of the feature must be evaluated and

Evaluation Committee, who determines if the reported. For more information on Experimental
product is “Qualified”, “Conditionally Features, contact Kevin Haas of the Research
Approved”, or “Rejected”. Group, at 503-986-2848.

Some products have a sufficient history or
testing basis, or their use is a low enough risk
that the product can be placed directly on the

Products for Construction Projects:
Approved or Qualified

QPL. Other products that look promising are For Construction Projects, there are two levels of
put on the Conditional Use List. acceptance documentation required of products on
the QPL. A product that is on the Approved List
Products installed on a conditional basis are needs little or no further documentation, and a
tracked and monitored for 6 months to a year to product that is on the Qualified List will need some
see if they perform well. If they meet our additional testing or certification. We are working
expectations, they can be brought back to the toward a true QPL that has no additional testing
full Product Evaluation Committee for possible requirements, but there is more work needed in this
inclusion on the QPL. Products on the QPL or area.
Conditional lists may be reviewed at any time,
and if they are not meeting our expectations they Search routines are available on the ODOT Internet
can be rejected at any time. at: http://www.odot.state.or.us/tsconstruction/.
Downloadable lists and forms and links to other
Some new products can be tested using the sites are available at:
Experimental Features program. This program http://www.odot.state.or.us/tsconstruction/gplhome

tests new products, methods or materials on
Federal-Aid construction projects. The

For more information, contact Mike Dunning, Product Evaluation Coordinator,
at 503-986-3059, or via e-mail at mike.d.dunning@odot.state.or.us
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For more information on ODOT’s Research Program and Projects,
check the website at

http://www.odot.state.or.us/tddresearch/
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