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HELMET
Well fitted helmets are comfortable, 
quiet and protect you from impacts. 

They’re a smart rider’s first line        
of defense.

FACE SHIELD
Experienced riders know how 
many UFOs are out there and 

make sure they’re prepared. 
Clear vision and saving face 

are a priority with pros.

JACKET
Armored, adjustable vents for 
changing weather conditions 
and highly visible to others.       
A good riding jacket is the 

pro’s “home away from home.”

GLOVES
Provide a good grip on the bars   

as well as protecting those pinkies 
from flying objects, sun and cold. 

Pros have several pairs to adjust for 
changing conditions.

PANTS
Another important factor in preventing 

hypothermia, dehydration, sunburn and 
windburn. Also, most motorcycle injuries are to 

the lower extremities. Anyone who is “in the 
know,” recognizes the value of comfort and 

protection from the road.

BOOTS
Provide comfort in hostile environments, 

protection from hot or sharp motorcycle parts and 
a good grip on the foot rests and the road.           

A pro knows the importance of all these.

Avoid Aggression
Speeding, tailgating and making frequent 
lane changes all create dangerous situations 
on the road. Avoid aggressive drivers. If 
you’re feeling angry or frustrated, take a deep 
breath to refocus, or pull over and take a 
break. Just remember, there’s no such thing 
as a fender bender when you’re on a 
motorcycle. 

Distractions 
Fiddling with gloves or 
riding gear, looking at a 
map or checking your GPS, 
texting or fumbling with 
electronic devices can all 
distract you. Make certain 
everything is in order 
BEFORE you begin the ride. 
If there is a problem once 
you’re rolling, pull over and 
deal with it. Don’t divide your attention 
between an irritation and the critical business 
of staying upright and alive.

Work 
Zones
Work zones 
c r e a t e 
s p e c i a l 
hazards for 
r i d e r s . 
Always look 
for roadway 
changes in 
color and texture.   
Metal plates, crack sealant and pavement 
markings can affect your control and traction, 
especially when they’re wet. Uneven road 
surfaces can be very hazardous. Work zones 
may have debris and fluid spills that can easily 
cause loss of traction too. Slow down in work 
zones, obey all posted speeds and watch out 
for highway workers and equipment!Get Endorsed

All Oregon motorcyclists are required to have a motorcycle endorsement on their valid driver license. 
Since 2009 Oregon law requires that all new motorcycle riders complete an approved motorcycle 
safety course in order to get their motorcycle endorsement.

The TEAM OREGON Motorcycle Safety Program offers training courses for beginners, intermediate, 
and experienced riders. For information, visit the TEAM OREGON web site at http://team-oregon.org.

HEAD
That beanie helmet may be legal 
and it may protect your head. 
Maybe not. You only have one 
brain so why take the chance?

EYES, EARS   
AND FACE
Watering eyes, deafened by 
wind blast and a face 
pock-marked by insects and 
airborne debris...another 
mark of the poser.

SHOULDERS 
AND ARMS
Your unprotected body is  no 
match for the road rash you’ll 
get from sliding along 
concrete or asphalt.

HANDS
Fingerless gloves? Seriously? 
Because your pinkies need the air 
and are expendable in a crash?

KNEES
Having your knees in the breeze is a great 
way to show off sunburn and road rash. 
Remember, there’s no such thing as a 
fender-bender when you’re on a 
motorcycle. Think about it.

FEET
Personal contact with the shift lever, brake 
pedal, hot engine or the asphalt will forever 
change your perspective on footwear.  
Wind on the toes is not “cool!”

There are 7 Wonders of the World, and 
not a single one of them is here in Oregon. 
All we can figure is whoever came up with 
the list must have never set foot here. They 
must have never seen Mt. Hood or the 
grandeur of the Columbia River Gorge. 
They certainly didn’t explore the Oregon 
Coast. The exposed earth of the Painted 
Hills, Smith Rock’s towers of volcanic ash 
and the alpine peaks of the Wallowas were 
overlooked as well. Even Crater Lake, the 
deepest lake in America, was left off their 
list. So we see your Wonders, world. And 
raise you 7 of our own.

And we invite you to not just see them, but 
experience them. Just remember: This is 
Oregon. So how you go about doing that is 
entirely up to you.

Visit us at TravelOregon.com or stop by 
one of our nine staffed travel information 
centers located throughout the state for 
recommendations on things to do or places 
to see.

Information Resources
EMERGEnCY ASSiSTAnCE
Dial 9- 1- 1

ROAd COndiTiOnS, inCidEnTS, TRAFFiC REPORTS
Dial 5- 1- 1 or toll free in Oregon:
1- 800- 977- ODOT (6368)
Outside of Oregon: (503) 588- 2941
www.TripCheck.com

OREGOn STATE POLiCE
9- 1- 1 to report accidents and unsafe drivers
1- 800-452 ‐7888 for wildlife violations
www.oregon.gov/OSP

OREGOn dRivER And MOTOR vEHiCLES 
(503) 945- 5000
(503) 299- 9999 (Portland metro area)
www.oregon.gov/ODOT/DMV

OREGOn dEPARTMEnT OF TRAnSPORTATiOn
(503) 986- 4000
1 ‐888- ASK- ODOT (275- 6368)
www.oregon.gov/ODOT
Safety Division:
www.oregon.gov/ODOT/TS

TRAvEL OREGOn
1‐800‐547- 7842
www.TravelOregon.com

OREGOn PARkS And RECREATiOn
1- 800- 551- 6949
1- 800- 452- 5687 for reservations
www.OregonStateParks.org

Welcome motorcyclists! The 
Governor’s Advisory Committee 
on Motorcycle Safety hopes 
you enjoy riding in our 

beautiful state. Please remember as you enjoy 
our scenic roads, that your safety on two 
wheels is a matter of preparation, training 
and awareness. 

The Governor’s Advisory Committee introduced 
the legislation that made it possible to 
establish and fund the state-approved TEAM 
OREGON Motorcycle Safety Program. We 
encourage you to take advantage of the many 
classes and skill development opportunities 
offered by this award-winning training. 
Having well-tuned riding skills makes your 
ride safer and a lot more fun.

Please ride safely and enjoy your ride. We 
invite you to use this map to explore our 
suggestions of memorable motorcycling roads. 
Before you start your day’s ride, be sure to 
check road conditions by dialing 511 for the 
Oregon Department of Transportation’s road 
report or check the web at www.tripcheck.com.

Road Conditions 
Notice
Some roads in Oregon may close for the winter 
season or may close due to inclement weather. 
PLEASE inQUiRE LOCALLY. Under normal 
weather conditions, all roads shown on this 
map are passable by a two-wheel-drive 
passenger vehicle and feature pavement or, 
at minimum, gravel surfaces.

A SAFE RidE iS An EnjOYABLE RidE – so be sure you ride sober. About 40% of the motorcyclists who die
on Oregon roads each year are impaired. Don’t sacrifice your ride, your day, or your life by riding impaired.

WHICH ARE YOU?POSER OR PRO?

See and Be Seen
Light and bright are the terms you need to 
remember when choosing riding gear. Wear 
clothing that makes you visible to drivers. 
Dark colored clothing can be difficult to see 
day or night. Choose gear that has retro-
reflective material and use retro-reflective 
tape on your motorcycle and your helmet to 
increase your chances of being seen at night. 

Choose a lane position that makes you visible 
to other drivers and lets you see what’s 
ahead. Remember that if you can see a driver’s 
eyes in their rear-view mirror or side mirrors, 
then they can see you. Don’t ride in a car’s 
“No Zone” blind spot. 

Maintain a space cushion around you so that 
you have space and time to maneuver. 
Anticipate that drivers backing out of 
driveways may not see you. Your best defense 
is your awareness of traffic situations. Use 
your expert mental skills to avoid having to 
use your expert physical skills. Remember that 
when you’re on a motorcycle surprises are 
bad. Always bad. Plan an escape route and 
ride as if you’re invisible.

Obey Speed Limits
Oregon speed limits are simple – maximum 
65 mph on the interstate outside urban 
areas. Within cities the speed limit is posted. 
Outside cities, on non-interstate highways, 
posted speeds are no greater than 55 mph. 
Oregon’s basic speed law requires you to 
determine what is reasonable and prudent 
depending on road conditions but do not 
exceed posted speeds. 

1. ASTORiA WELCOME CEnTER 
(Open all year)
Located at the Astoria-Warrenton Chamber of 
Commerce
111 W. Marine Dr., Astoria, OR 97103
503-325-6311

2. PORTLAnd inTERnATiOnAL AiRPORT WELCOME 
CEnTER 
(Open all year)
Located on the lower level near baggage claim
503-223-5928

3. OREGOn CiTY WELCOME CEnTER 
(Open all year)
Located at the End of the Trail Interpretive Center
1726 Washington St. Oregon City, OR 97045
800-424-3002

4. BROOkinGS WELCOME CEnTER 
(Open all year)
Located at Crissey Field State Recreation Site  
on Hwy 101
14433 Hwy 101, Brookings, OR 97415
541-469-4117

5. ASHLAnd WELCOME CEnTER 
(Open May-Sept)
Located just off Exit 19 along I-5
60 Lowe Road Ashland, OR 97520
541-482-3486

6. kLAMATH FALLS WELCOME CEnTER 
(Open May-Sept)
Located at the Midland Rest Area on Hwy 97
11001 Hwy 97 South, Klamath Falls, OR 97603
541-882-7330

7. LAkEviEW WELCOME CEnTER 
(Open May-Sept)
Located at the Lake County Chamber of Commerce
126 North E St., Lakeview, OR 97630
541-947-6040

8. UMATiLLA WELCOME CEnTER 
(Open all year)
Located at the Umatilla Chamber of Commerce
100 Cline, Umatilla, OR 97882
541-922-2599

9. OnTARiO WELCOME CEnTER 
(Open May-Sept)
Located at the Ontario Rest Area on I-84
1202 S I-84 North, Ontario, OR 97914
541-889-8569

Disclaimer
No warranty is made or intended as to the safety or 
fitness of the highways, roads or streets for motorcycle 
travel. The state, counties, cities and their officers and 
employees disclaim responsibility and shall not be 
answerable or held accountable in any manner for loss, 
damage, or injury that may be suffered by motorcyclists 
who travel along highways, roads or streets in Oregon.

This Official State Map is distributed for FREE.

Other maps are available at cost from ODOT’s Geographic 
Information Services Unit in Salem, (503) 986-3154. FREE Official 
Oregon Motorcycle Map prepared by the Oregon Department of 
Transportation, 355 Capitol St. NE,  Salem OR 97301.

Move Over
When a stopped emergency vehicle, ambulance, 
roadside assistance vehicle or tow truck is on the 
side of the roadway with its amber, red or blue 
flashers activated, drivers must move over a lane 
if it is safe to do so. If there is not another lane 
available or it is unsafe to make a lane change, 
drivers MUST slow down to a speed that is at 
least 5 mph BELOW the posted or designated 
speed of the roadway.

Slow Down. The way to go.

Insurance Discounts
Oregon requires insurance companies to offer 
discounts to graduates of the approved 
motorcycle safety course. A TEAM OREGON 
Basic Rider Training or Intermediate Rider 
Training card will get you this discount for the 
first three years after you graduate.

Make certain you have enough insurance. Your 
chances of being injured in a motorcycle crash 
are much higher than when you’re driving a 
car. if you’re in a motorcycle crash you 
have an 80% chance of being injured. 
Always carry more insurance than just the 
basic coverage required by law. 
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Visit: www.TripCheck.com, TripCheck.com/mobile 
or call 511

For the latest:
•	Road conditions
•	 Traffic alerts
•	Weather reports
•	Construction updates

Travel services: hotels, motels, gas stations, 
sno-parks

Scenic byways, local attractions, transportation 
options & more

Or dial
800-977-OdOT 

(6368)

Know Before You Go

Ride safely. The way to go. 

MiLEAGE
TABLE

POSER PRO
Top 5 Reasons 
Motorcycle 
Riders Crash 
In Oregon

1 RidinG TOO FAST FOR COndiTiOnS 
With Oregon’s ever-changing weather 

and road conditions, the posted speed or 
curve advisory may be too fast for safety 
— especially if you’re on two wheels.

2 FAiLinG TO MAinTAin YOUR LAnE 
Too much speed, sub-par riding skills, 

and failing to look well ahead all contribute 
to this one. Slow down, keep your head and 
eyes up and your skills are tuned up.

3 RUnninG OFF THE ROAd  
Unfortunately this mistake often ends 

abruptly at whatever solid object the rider’s 
eyes fix on. Mailboxes and utility poles are 
popular targets. See 1 and 2 for the common 
factors in these crashes.

4 FAiLinG  TO AvOid STOPPEd OR 
PARkEd vEHiCLES    

As weird as it seems, 4 and 5 are consistently 
in the top five. Keep your eyes up and give 
yourself space and time to maneuver in 
traffic. It’s critical!

5 FOLLOWinG TOO CLOSELY  
Don’t throw away your safety margin  

by tailgating. Most motorcycles have great 
brakes but they can’t perform miracles. 
Neither can you.

Cover photo by ODOT Photo and Video Services, 2014.  Layout courtesy of OSU Graphic Design students.

Transportation Safety.
The way to Go.
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Group Riding         
5 Simple Rules
Group rides have become a significant factor 
in Oregon motorcycle crashes. If you choose to 
ride with others, then ride in a way that is safe 
for everyone. Remember the objective is to 
have a safe, enjoyable day. Here are a few 
simple rules: 

1 PUT BEGinnERS UP FROnT  
They should be right behind the leader  

so the pace can be matched to their ability. 
Encourage everyone to ride within their limits.  

2 kEEP THE GROUP SMALL  
Limit your group to four or fewer riders. 

If you have more riders, split into smaller 
groups. Separate the groups so faster traffic 
can pass safely. 

3 kEEP YOUR diSTAnCE  
Use a staggered formation when there’s 

plenty of space and visibility. Go to single file 
when passing or riding through curves.

4 SiGnAL EARLY And OFTEn  
The leader should scan ahead for 

changes and signal early so that everyone 
has advance warning. Everyone should follow 
suit by signaling to the following rider. 

5 BE RESPOnSiBLE FOR THE RidER 
diRECTLY BEHind YOU  

When making a turn, passing through a 
signal, or changing lanes, check to make sure 
that the rider following is still with you.

Slow Down
don’t exceed posted speed limits – they’re 
there for a good reason. Before you ride, 
consider the weather and road conditions and 
slow down accordingly. Speeding cuts down 
the amount of time you have for reacting to an 
emergency. Give yourself more reaction time 
and avoid a serious crash by slowing down.

One of the most dangerous combinations for 
motorcycle riders is high speed and corners. 
The largest percentage of motorcycle-related 
deaths in Oregon occur when riders leave the 
roadway, typically in corners, and crash into 
trees, rocks, or other fixed objects. Watch for 
posted speeds and slow down when entering 
curves. Speeding greatly increases the forces 
on your body in a crash. Even a small increase 
in speed – five to 10 miles per hour – can 
mean the difference between life and death.

The Way to Go. Transportation Safety – ODOT

Dying to get there?

SLOW DOWN.

It’s the 
Law!

No-Zone
The No-Zone is the danger area around 
trucks and buses where crashes are more 
likely to occur. Most No-Zones are blind spots 
where your bike disappears from the view of 
other drivers. The right-side blind spot is 
doubly dangerous because trucks and buses 
make wide right turns. Stay out the No Zone 
trap (or these blind spots) and give larger 
vehicles plenty of room.

Helmets and Headlights 
Required
In Oregon all motorcycle and moped riders and 
passengers must wear motorcycle helmets 
and your headlight must be on at all times.

Help promote WRECkLESS driving

Don’t hang out in the nO-zOnE




