


OREGON GOVERNMENT ETHICS COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
August 8, 2014
9:00 a.m.

(:30)
Chair Mary Kremer called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  The meeting was held in the 2nd Floor Conference Room of the Morrow Crane Building at 3218 Pringle Rd SE, Salem, Oregon.  Other Commissioners present were Ian Whitlock, Charles Tauman, Jan Hooper, Kenny Montoya, and Dan Golden. Commissioner Marilyn Cover was excused from attendance. Staff present were OGEC Counsel Lynn Rosik, Executive Director Ronald Bersin, Investigator Deborah Tuss, Investigator Diane Gould, Program Manager Virginia Lutz, Trainer Tammy Hedrick, Trainer Russ Casler, and Office Specialist Kathy Daniel.

(2:05)
Executive Director Bersin introduced Bill Frowine, project manager for the new OGEC reporting system project who will be working with the agency for the duration of the project.  Mr. Frowine addressed the Commission.

(4:05)
AGENDA ITEM 1, Approval of the minutes of the June 27, 2014 Commission meeting.  Chair Kremer called for approval of the minutes, which were approved without correction.  

CONSENT CALENDAR
(4:15)
Commissioner Hooper moved for the approval of the consent calendar items and the staff recommendation on each as follows: 

Reports of Investigation
None.

Lobbyist Penalty Correspondence

None.

Lobbyist Client Penalty Correspondence

AGENDA ITEM 2, Clackamas Community College, 1st qtr. 2014, Letter of Education


Statement of Economic Interest Correspondence

AGENDA ITEM 3, Toby Harris, Clatskanie Council, 2014, Letter of Education

AGENDA ITEM 4, Brooke Langerman, Joseph Council, 2014, Letter of Education

AGENDA ITEM 5, Ray Brudnok, Sheridan Planning Comm, 2014, Letter of Education

AGENDA ITEM 6, Jennifer Brown, Happy Valley Planning Comm, 2014, Letter of Education

AGENDA ITEM 7, Mark Rector, Powers Planning Comm, 2014, Letter of Education

AGENDA ITEM 8, Rob Fowler, Banks Council, 2014, Letter of Education

AGENDA ITEM 9, Terry Mock, Curry Co Planning Comm, 2014, Letter of Education

AGENDA ITEM 10, Karen Johnson, Stanfield Planning Comm, 2014, Letter of Education

AGENDA ITEM 11, Robert Rothwell, West Linn Historic Review Bd, 2014, Letter of Education

AGENDA ITEM 12, Diana Carey, Halfway Council, 2014, Letter of Education

AGENDA ITEM 13, Donna Warnock, Joseph City Recorder, 2014, Letter of Education

AGENDA ITEM 14, Bill Bash, Cornelius Planning Comm, 2014, Letter of Education

AGENDA ITEM 15, Daniel Dalegowski, Cave Junction Council, 2014, Letter of Education

AGENDA ITEM 16, Judith Shortt, Hillsboro Planning Comm, 2014, Letter of Education

Consent Calendar roll call vote was taken as follows: Hooper, aye; Tauman, aye; Whitlock, aye; Golden, aye; Montoya, aye; Kremer, aye. Motion passed unanimously.

End of Consent Calendar

(5:00)
AGENDA ITEM 16-A, Michael Taylor, Turner City Council, 2014, Letter of Education

AGENDA ITEM 16-B, Becky Sumber, Arlington Planning Comm, 2014, Letter of Education

Executive Director Bersin summarized the Addendum agenda items.  Commissioner Whitlock moved for the approval of the Addendum items and the staff recommendation on each.  Roll call vote was taken as follows: Hooper, aye; Tauman, aye; Whitlock, aye; Golden, aye; Montoya, aye; Kremer, aye. Motion passed unanimously.


STIPULATED FINAL ORDERS

(8:55)
AGENDA ITEM 17, No. 12-209EDG, Bryan Anaclerio, instructor and program coordinator at Mount Hood Community College.  Mr. Anaclerio did not address the Commission. Investigator Gould summarized the case.  The Commission generally discussed the matter.  Commissioner Tauman moved that the Commission approve the proposed stipulated final order as the final order in this matter and that the chairperson be authorized to sign it as such.  Roll call vote was taken as follows: Hooper, aye; Tauman, aye; Whitlock, aye; Golden, aye; Montoya, aye; Kremer, aye. Motion passed unanimously.

(12:45)
The Commission convened into executive session at 9:15 a.m. to consider Preliminary Reviews and possible own motion reviews pursuant to ORS 244.260(2)(d) and (4)(d), and to consult with legal counsel regarding pending litigation pursuant to ORS 192.660(2)(h).

[bookmark: _GoBack]
(40:11)
The Commission adjourned from executive session and reconvened into regular session at 9:45 a.m.

Commissioner Hooper questioned Own Motion procedures in circumstances where a public official’s agency has previously reviewed an ethics violation and Counsel Rosik addressed the matter.

DEFAULT FINAL ORDERS

None.

CONTESTED CASE PROPOSED FINAL ORDERS
None.
REPORTS OF INVESTIGATIONS

None.

ADVISORY OPINIONS

None.

CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED/RESPONSES

Staff Opinions

None.

Staff Advice
(non-action informational only items)

The Commission reviewed the following items without comment unless otherwise noted:

AGENDA ITEM 18, Matthew Tschabold re possible conflicts of interest by members of the Youth Development Council.

AGENDA ITEM 19, Colby Marshall re public officials attending Frontier Oregon Summit.

Other Correspondence
(non-action informational only items)

(45:00)
The following agenda items were reviewed without comment unless otherwise noted:

AGENDA ITEM 20, No. 14-132ENJ, Stanley Heidrich re Vice President, Bonanza Big Springs Park and Recreation District, Tina Young.  The Commission generally discussed case facts.

AGENDA ITEM 21, No. 14-133ENJ, Stanley Heidrich re President, Bonanza Big Springs Park and Recreation District, Sherry Hartley. The Commission generally discussed case facts.

AGENDA ITEM 22, No. 14-136ENJ, David C White re Chair of Finance & Admin Committee, Oregon State Board of Higher Education, Kirk Schueler.  The Commission generally discussed.  Bersin reviewed the process that determined his decision.

AGENDA ITEM 23, No. 14-146ENJ, Della Seney re Aumsville mayor, Harold White.

AGENDA ITEM 24, No. 14-147ENJ, Shannon Cruz re Corvallis Community Development Dept. Director, Ken Gibb.

AGENDA ITEM 25, No. 14-148ENJ, Shannon Cruz re Corvallis Code Enforcement Supervisor, Christopher Westfall.

AGENDA ITEM 26, No. 14-149ENJ, Shannon Cruz re Benton County Assessor, Tami Woodward.

AGENDA ITEM 27, No. 14-150ENJ, Robert F Evert re Astoria Planning Committee Chair, Zetty Nemowill.  The Commission generally discussed. Bersin reviewed the process that determined his decision.

AGENDA ITEM 28, No. 14-151ENJ, Marilyn Grimes re Brownsville City Administrator, S. Scott McDowell.

AGENDA ITEM 29, No. 14-152ENJ, R. D. Twamley re Chiloquin Vector Control District Chair, Floyd Hescock.

AGENDA ITEM 30, No. 14-153ENJ, Elizabeth Bailey re Rainier School District #13 Superintendent , R. Michael Carter.  Commissioner Hooper questioned the violation.  The Commission generally discussed.  Executive Director Bersin will review again.

AGENDA ITEM 31, No. 14-154ENJ, Brian Werner re Polk County Commissioner, Mike Ainsworth.  The Commission generally discussed and Bersin clarified details.  

AGENDA ITEM 32, No. 14-155ENJ, Stanley Heidrich re President, Bonanza Big Springs Park and Recreation District, Sherry Hartley.

AGENDA ITEM 33, No. 14-156ENJ, Stanley Heidrich re Vice President, Bonanza Big Springs Park and Recreation District, Tina Young.

Executive Director Bersin summarized how he arrived at the non-jurisdictional decisions in Items 20, 21, 32, and 33. The Commission generally discussed.

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS

(1:07:42)
AGENDA ITEM 34, Trainer’s Report. Trainer Tammy Hedrick addressed the Commission and reviewed the past and future training items.  Trainer Russ Casler discussed future I. T. training opportunities. 
 
(1:15:16)
AGENDA ITEM 35, Director’s Report.  Executive Director Bersin summarized:

· Reporting System. Bersin discussed the current status of the project.  NIC USA has no up-front costs. Subscription service begins when the system is up and running. The fundamental documents are due to the legislature by Sept. 15.
· Legislative Concepts.  The Commission generally discussed.  
· Budget.  Bersin summarized the process. The 2015-2017 Agency Request Budget is complete and has been submitted for review.
· Media.  Bersin summarized the Stakeholder Media web conference that took place July 21, 2014, and advised that the recording is available on the website.  The Commission generally discussed media inclusion in Executive Sessions.  Chair Kremer discussed rule making authority.  Kremer reminded Commissioners that Executive Director Bersin is the OGEC lobbyist and to keep him informed when conversing with legislators. 
· Commissioner Hooper has been reappointed by the Governor for another term on the Oregon Government Ethics Commission.
· Bersin summarized the decision to eliminate Additional Information (AI) cases as it made it difficult to work within the 135 day required investigative period while waiting for additional information from complainants. The Commission generally discussed the new process that creates more Non-jurisdictional (NJ) cases.
· Commissioner Tauman discussed the Attorney General’s involvement and opinion in the definition of Media and discussed the parameters of interpretation.  
· The Commission generally discussed the Legislative Concept drafts.

(2:05:04)
The Commission recessed from 11:10am – 11:15am.

AGENDA ITEM 36, Best Practices Compilation, Chair Kremer addressed the Commission and reviewed the 2014 Best Practice Response Compilation.  Executive Director Bersin summarized the process of data compilation.  Chair Kremer requested a review of the current Mission Statement and Commissioners offered language suggestions. 

Chair Kremer adjourned the meeting at 11:58 a.m.

The next scheduled meeting date of the Oregon Government Ethics Commission is set for Friday, September 26, 2014, at 9:00 a.m.  The meeting will be held in the 2nd Floor Conference Room of the Morrow Crane Building at 3218 Pringle Rd SE, Suite 220, in Salem, Oregon.


_____________________________________________________________________________________________

THESE MINUTES CONTAIN MATERIALS WHICH PARAPHRASE AND/OR SUMMARIZE STATEMENTS MADE DURING THIS MEETING.  ONLY TEXT ENCLOSED IN QUOTATION MARKS REPORT A SPEAKER’S EXACT WORDS.  FOR COMPLETE CONTENTS OF THE PROCEEDINGS, PLEASE REFER TO THE AUDIO RECORDINGS.
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