
OREGON GOVERNMENT ETHICS COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
March 13, 2015
9:00 a.m.

(:01)
Chair Kenny Montoya called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  The meeting was held in the 2nd Floor Conference Room of the Morrow Crane Building at 3218 Pringle Rd SE, Salem, Oregon.  Other Commissioners present were Marilyn Cover, Jan Hooper, Mary Kremer, Dan Golden, Ian Whitlock and Charles Tauman.  Staff present were OGEC Counsel Lynn Rosik, Executive Director Ronald Bersin, Investigator Diane Gould, Investigator Deborah Tuss, Trainer Tammy Hedrick, Trainer Hayley Weedn, and Office Specialist Kathy Daniel.

Bersin introduced the new agency trainer, Hayley Weedn, to the Commission.

(2:14)
AGENDA ITEM 1, Approval of the minutes of the January 30, 2015 Commission meeting.  Chair Montoya called for approval of the minutes of the January 30, 2015 Commission meeting.  The minutes were approved without correction.

CONSENT CALENDAR

(2:45)
Commissioner Hooper requested agenda item 4 be pulled for clarification.  Bersin clarified.

(5:00)
Commissioner Kremer moved for the approval of the consent calendar items and the staff recommendation on each as follows: 

Reports of Investigation

None.

Lobbyist Penalty Correspondence

AGENDA ITEM 2, Ivo Trummer, 4th qtr 2014, Letter of Education.

AGENDA ITEM 3, Aaron Brown, 4th qtr 2014, Letter of Education.



Lobbyist Client Penalty Correspondence

AGENDA ITEM 4, CRC Health Group, 4th qtr 2014, Letter of Education.

AGENDA ITEM 5, Wild Salmon Center, 4th qtr 2014, Letter of Education.

Statement of Economic Interest Correspondence

None.

Consent Calendar roll call vote was taken as follows: Hooper, aye; Cover, aye; Golden, aye; Kremer, aye; Tauman, aye; Whitlock, aye; Montoya, aye. Motion passed unanimously.

End of Consent Calendar

Lobbyist Penalty Correspondence

(8:27)
Commissioner Whitlock moved to adopt the staff recommendation on each of the following:

AGENDA ITEM 6, Emma Kallaway, 4th qtr 2014, Letter of Education.

AGENDA ITEM 7, Mario Parker-Milligan, 4th qtr 2014, Letter of Education.

Lobbyist Client Penalty Correspondence

AGENDA ITEM 8, Oregon Student Association, 4th qtr 2014, reduce penalty to $50.

Roll call vote was taken on items 6, 7 and 8 as follows:  Hooper, aye; Cover, aye; Golden, aye; Kremer, aye; Tauman, aye; Whitlock, aye; Montoya, aye. Motion passed unanimously.

STIPULATED FINAL ORDERS

(9:21)
AGENDA ITEM 9, No. 13-151EDT, Mitch Morrow, Oregon Department of Corrections, Deputy Director.  Investigator Tuss summarized the case.  Mr. Morrow did not address the Commission. Mr. Colin Hunter, counsel for Mr. Morrow, addressed the Commission.  The Commission generally discussed details of the proposed stipulated final order.  Commissioner Kremer moved that the Commission approve the proposed stipulated final order as the final order in this matter and that the chairperson be authorized to sign it as such.  Roll call vote was taken as follows:  Hooper, aye; Cover, aye; Golden, aye; Kremer, aye; Tauman, aye; Whitlock, aye; Montoya, aye. Motion passed unanimously.

(15:37)
AGENDA ITEM 10, No. 14-131EDG, Deanna Cape, City of Westfir, City Recorder.  Ms. Cape did not address the Commission.  Investigator Gould summarized the matter.  The Commission generally discussed the case and the manner in which penalties are determined.  Bersin and Rosik reviewed the Commission’s history of settlements.  Commissioner Tauman moved that the Commission approve the proposed stipulated final order as the final order in this matter and that the chairperson be authorized to sign it as such.  Roll call vote was taken as follows:  Hooper, aye; Cover, aye; Golden, aye; Kremer, aye; Tauman, aye; Whitlock, aye; Montoya, aye. Motion passed unanimously.

(40:42)
AGENDA ITEM 11, No. 14-145EDG, Barbara Peterson, City of Portland, Parking Code Enforcement Officer.  Ms. Peterson did not address the Commission.  Investigator Gould summarized the matter.  Commissioner Whitlock moved that the Commission approve the proposed stipulated final order as the final order in this matter and that the chairperson be authorized to sign it as such.  Roll call vote was taken as follows:  Hooper, aye; Cover, aye; Golden, aye; Kremer, aye; Tauman, aye; Whitlock, aye; Montoya, aye. Motion passed unanimously.

(42:15)
AGENDA ITEM 12, No. 14-184XDG, Patrick Perry, Wheeler County Court Judge.
AGENDA ITEM 13, No. 14-186XDG, Robert Ordway, Wheeler County Court and County Commissioner.  Mr. Perry and Mr. Ordway did not address the Commission.  Investigator Gould summarized both cases together as they related to the same violation. The Commission generally discussed the matter.  Commissioner Hooper moved that the Commission approve the proposed stipulated final orders as the final orders in these matters and that the chairperson be authorized to sign them as such.  Roll call vote was taken as follows:  Hooper, aye; Cover, aye; Golden, aye; Kremer, aye; Tauman, aye; Whitlock, aye; Montoya, aye. Motion passed unanimously.

DEFAULT FINAL ORDERS

None.

CONTESTED CASE PROPOSED FINAL ORDERS

None.

REPORTS OF INVESTIGATIONS

(45:17)
AGENDA ITEM 14, No. 14-134EDG, Rocky Nelson, Bonanza Big Springs Park and Recreation District, Board of Directors.  Mr. Nelson did not address the Commission.  Investigator Gould summarized the matter.  The Commission generally discussed.  Commissioner Hooper moved that the Commission find that there is sufficient evidence to find five violations of ORS Chapter 244.120(2) by Rocky Nelson if this evidence is not rebutted by contrary evidence, and that this public official be offered a contested case proceeding.  Roll call vote was taken as follows:  Hooper, aye; Cover, aye; Golden, aye; Kremer, aye; Tauman, aye; Whitlock, aye; Montoya, aye. Motion passed unanimously.

ADVISORY OPINIONS

None.

CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED/RESPONSES

Staff Opinions

(50:10)
AGENDA ITEM 15, No. 15S-001, Dexter A. Johnson, Legislative Counsel, Oregon Legislative Assembly, regarding installation of state owned Microsoft Office software on private computers and other devices owned and used by legislators and legislative staff for person purposes.  The Commission generally discussed.

AGENDA ITEM 16, No. 15S-002, Terry Meehan, Associate General Counsel, Oregon State University (OSU) regarding participation of OSU administrators in proposed for-profit business entities jointly owned and managed by OSU and a private company.  There was no Commission discussion on the matter.

Staff Advice
(non-action informational only items)

The Commission reviewed the following items without comment unless otherwise noted:

(55:00)
AGENDA ITEM 17, Kate Pattison, Program Analyst, Office of Deputy Superintendent, Oregon Department of Education, regarding priority charter school admission for dependents of public charter school employees. Commissioner Kremer led discussion on the matter.  The Commission generally discussed the advice.

(1:05:34)
The Commission recessed from 10:05 a.m. to 10:14 a.m.

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS

(0:25)  (Recording timed out during recess and restarted.)
AGENDA ITEM 50, Electronic Filing System (EFS) – Susan Laufer, NIC USA.  Ms. Laufer presented a visual demonstration to the Commission on the EFS project’s progress.  

(49:40)
The Commission recessed from 11:02 a.m. to 11:08 a.m.

Other Correspondence
(non-action informational only items)

(49:45)
The following agenda items were reviewed without comment unless otherwise noted:

AGENDA ITEM 18, No. 15-105ENJ, Donald Beck re Ron Davis, Emerald Public Utility District, Board of Directors.

AGENDA ITEM 19, No. 15-106ENJ, William Middleton re Linda Henderson, 	Sherwood City Council Member.  The Commission generally discussed.

AGENDA ITEM 20, No. 15-108ENJ, Eddie Garcia re J B Rock, 	La Grande City Councilor. 

AGENDA ITEM 21, No. 15-109ENJ, Eddie Garcia re John Bozarth 	La Grande City Councilor.

AGENDA ITEM 22, No. 15-110ENJ, Tishiea Johnson re Lona Owens, 	Lakeside Fire Dept., Board of Directors, Secretary. The Commission generally discussed the matter.

AGENDA ITEM 23, No. 15-111ENJ, Tishiea Johnson re John Miller, 	Lakeside Fire Dept., Board of Directors. The Commission generally discussed the matter.
	
AGENDA ITEM 24, No. 15-112ENJ, Tishiea Johnson re Steve Holm, 	Lakeside Fire Dept., Board of Directors. The Commission generally discussed the matter.

AGENDA ITEM 25, No. 15-113ENJ, Tishiea Johnson re Doris Rhymer, 	Lakeside Fire Dept., Board of Directors. The Commission generally discussed the matter.
	
AGENDA ITEM 26, No. 15-122ENJ, Dale Matthews re Simon Hare, 	Josephine County Commissioner. The Commission generally discussed the matter.

AGENDA ITEM 27, No. 15-123ENJ, Dale Matthews re Cherryl Walker, 	Josephine County Commissioner, Vice-Chair. The Commission generally discussed the matter.

AGENDA ITEM 28, No. 15-124ENJ, Dale Matthews re Keith Heck, 	Josephine County Commissioner, Chair. The Commission generally discussed the matter.

AGENDA ITEM 29, No. 15-126XNJ, Michelle Roe re Fred Clausen, 	Lakeside Fire Dept., Board of Directors, Chair.

AGENDA ITEM 30, No. 15-127XNJ, Michelle Roe re Lona Owens, 	Lakeside Fire Dept., Board of Directors.

AGENDA ITEM 31, No. 15-128XNJ, Michelle Roe re David Tilton, 	Lakeside Fire Dept., Board of Directors.

AGENDA ITEM 32, No. 15-129XNJ, Michelle Roe re Theodore Ross, 	Lakeside Fire Dept., Board of Directors, CEO.

AGENDA ITEM 33, No. 15-130XNJ, Michelle Roe re Steve Holms, 	Lakeside Fire Dept., Board of Directors.

AGENDA ITEM 34, No. 15-131XNJ, Michelle Roe re Lona Owens, 	Lakeside Fire Dept., Board of Directors.

AGENDA ITEM 35, No. 15-132XNJ, Michelle Roe re John Miller, 	Lakeside Fire Dept., Board of Directors.

AGENDA ITEM 36, No. 15-133XNJ, Michelle Roe re Doris Rhyner, 	Lakeside Fire Dept., Board of Directors.

AGENDA ITEM 37, No. 15-134XNJ, Michelle Roe re Steve Holms, 	Lakeside Fire Dept., Board of Directors.

AGENDA ITEM 38, No. 15-135ENJ, Rose M. Z. Freeby re Lisa Nisenfeld, Oregon Employment Dept., Director.

AGENDA ITEM 39, No. 15-136ENJ, Rose M. Z. Freeby re Kim Parker, Oregon Employment Dept., BES Division Leader.

AGENDA ITEM 40, No. 15-137ENJ, Rose M. Z. Freeby re Salvador Llerenas, 	Oregon Employment Dept., Deputy Director.

AGENDA ITEM 41, No. 15-138ENJ, Michael R. Clark re Jason Carruth, 	McMinnville Police Dept., Officer.

AGENDA ITEM 42, No. 15-139ENJ, Michael R. Clark re Dwayne Willis, 	McMinnville Police Dept., Officer.

AGENDA ITEM 43, No. 15-140ENJ, Michael R. Clark re Sam Elliott, 	McMinnville Police Dept., Officer.

AGENDA ITEM 44, No. 15-141ENJ, Michael R. Clark re Chris Rasmussen, 	McMinnville Police Dept., Officer.

AGENDA ITEM 45, No. 15-142ENJ, Floyd Van Sickle re Dan Huff, 	City of Molalla, Community Development Director.

AGENDA ITEM 46, No. 15-144XNJ, Michelle Roe re Theodore “Ted” Ross, 	Lakeside Fire Dept., Board of Directors, CEO.

AGENDA ITEM 47, No. 15-149XNJ, Jeremy Roberts re Theodore “Ted” Ross, 	Lakeside Fire Dept., Board of Directors, CEO.

AGENDA ITEM 48, No. 15-150XNJ, Jeremy Roberts re David Tilton, 	Lakeside Fire Dept., Board of Directors, Attorney.

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS

(1:22:30)
AGENDA ITEM 49, Gold Star Certificate. Director Bersin summarized the certification.

(1:27:00)
AGENDA ITEM 51, Trainer’s Report.  Trainer Hedrick reported on the agency’s training efforts. 

(1:30:45)
AGENDA ITEM 52, Director’s Report.  Bersin summarized the following:

· Reporting System – the system in on time, under budget and within scope
· Legislative Bills – reviewed the list of tracked legislation and addressed Governor Brown’s bills and potential changes to the Ethics Commission and its investigative process.
· Budget – overview of the status of the agency’s budget.
· Opinion – discussed the status of the Department of Justice legal opinion.
· Hiring – discussed progress of recruitment for new agency Trainer.
· Administrative Rule – discussed rulemaking process and timeline.  


(1:53:09)
The commission convened into executive session at 11:50 a.m. to consider Preliminary Reviews pursuant to ORS 244.260(4)(d) and for consideration of information or records that are exempt by law from public inspection pursuant to ORS 192.660(2)(f).
 
[bookmark: _GoBack] (2:04:32)
The Commission adjourned from executive session and reconvened into regular session at 12:00 p.m.

(2:05:00)
· Director Bersin discussed his invitation to participate on the Customer Utility Board (CUB).

(2:06:35)
Chair Montoya adjourned the meeting at 12:05 p.m.

The next scheduled meeting date of the Oregon Government Ethics Commission is set for Friday, May 1, 2015, at 9:00 a.m.  The meeting will be held in the 2nd Floor Conference Room of the Morrow Crane Building at 3218 Pringle Rd SE, Suite 220, in Salem, Oregon.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

THESE MINUTES CONTAIN MATERIALS WHICH PARAPHRASE AND/OR SUMMARIZE STATEMENTS MADE DURING THIS MEETING.  ONLY TEXT ENCLOSED IN QUOTATION MARKS REPORT A SPEAKER’S EXACT WORDS.  FOR COMPLETE CONTENTS OF THE PROCEEDINGS, PLEASE REFER TO THE AUDIO RECORDINGS AT http://www.oregon.gov/OGEC/Pages/comissionmeet.aspx.  
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