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Chapter 12

INDOOR FIRING RANGE MANAGEMENT

12-1.  REFERENCES

a. AR 200-1, Chapter 5

b. 40 CFR parts 260-299

c. Oregon Revised Statutes (ORS) Chapter 465 and 466

d. Oregon Administrative Rules (OAR) Chapter 340, Div 100-110

e. ORARNGR 385-30

f. NGR 385-15

12-2.  SCOPE

a. This chapter defines ORARNG policies and procedures for managing indoor firing ranges and disposing of wastes generated during the range cleanup.  Requirements apply to all units, facilities and activities where ranges are located.  Current locations are identified below and at Annex R to Chapter 20 of this pamphlet.  

12-3. BACKGROUND INFORMATION  

a. The ORARNG once had many indoor firing ranges at various armories throughout the state.  Most of them did not meet environmental, safety, or occupational health standards for continued operation.  As a result, they were closed.

b. As new armories have been constructed during the past few years, indoor ranges meeting all current regulatory requirements have been built in the new facilities.  And, some older ranges were remodeled as part of facility upgrades to meet current standards.  

c. At the present time, indoor firing ranges are located at the following armories:

(1) Ashland Armory

(2) Bend Armory

(3) Coos Bay Armory

(4) Eugene Armory

(5) Forest Grove Armory

(6) Kliever Armory

(7) McMinnville Armory

(8) Pendleton Armory

(9) Roseburg Armory

d. In order to comply with regulatory requirements for protecting personnel and the environment, range activities and cleanup procedures must be developed and implemented.  

e. Although primarily a safety and occupational health regulation, NGR (AR) 385-15 contains current NGB guidance on indoor range management and includes some environmental implications.  A summary of requirements that must be addressed by applicable managers of each indoor firing range include:  

(1) Indoor ranges cannot be used for any purpose other than small-arms firing.

(2) Indoor ranges must be secured when not in use.

(3) The Facility Commander must:

(a) Appoint a “Range Custodian”.  For purposes of this pamphlet, the Range Custodian does not have to be the EPOC.  However, if another person is appointed, the appointment must be in writing and on file in Annex R to Chapter 20 of this pamphlet.

(b) Ensure the custodian is trained by ARP-OH and SAO-S, as appropriate, participates in a medical monitoring program, maintains proper records, and follows proper procedures for range operations and maintenance.

(c) Ensure a range SOP is established and enforced.

(d) Ensure the State Safety Officer approves the Range SOP. 

(4) The Range Custodian must ensure that the range is operated in conformance with NGR (AR) 385-15, including range cleaning and disposal of wastes.

(5) The State Safety Officer is responsible for approving each range SOP. 

(6) Appendix B (Clean-up Procedures – Housekeeping) and Appendix C (Clean-up Procedures – General) of NGR (AR) 385-15 include detailed requirements for cleaning indoor ranges.  Cleanup operations for each facility should be addressed in the Range SOP.

g.  ORARNG guidance applicable to environmental compliance at indoor ranges includes the need to identify specific persons to clean the ranges and properly dispose of residues.  Detailed instructions for disposing of lead-contaminated wastes and clean-up materials used in indoor range management are provided in Chapter 6, ORARNGR 420-47. 

12-4.  ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE STATEMENT

a. Commanders, through designated Range Custodians, must ensure a Range SOP is developed, maintained, and approved by the State Safety Officer.  

b. All applicable portions of NGR (AR) 385-15 must be met.

c. Wastes from ORARNG indoor firing range clean-up operations must be included in the annual waste stream identification and determination of Hazardous Waste generation.  

d. Contaminated wastes from indoor range operations must be properly disposed of, as defined in ORARNGR 420-47, Hazardous Material and Waste Management Plan.  

12-5.  RESPONSIBILITIES

a.   AGI-ENV will:

(1) Maintain a Hazardous Material and Waste Management Plan (ORARNGR 420-47) describing requirements for disposal of contaminated wastes and range cleanup residues.

(2) Provide training to assist Range Custodians in the management and disposal requirements for wastes from indoor range cleaning operations. 

(3) Ensure required reports are prepared by affected facility personnel and submitted to appropriate regulatory agencies and AGI-ENV.

(4) Routinely visit ORARNG facilities to ensure proper compliance with indoor range management requirements.

b.  Battalion Administrative Officer, as appropriate for the affected facility, will appoint a Range Custodian, in writing.  This person may or may not be the designated Facility EPOC.

c.  Range Custodian will:

(1) Participate in a medical monitoring program, as directed by SAO-S.

(2) Ensure all provisions of NGR (AR) 385-15 are met.

(3) Prepare and implement an appropriate Range SOP.

(4) Obtain training in HW requirements contained in this pamphlet and ensure compliance by units, tenants, and transient activities using the range.

(5) Ensure personnel managing indoor range activities and/or dealing with wastes from indoor range cleanup are trained.  Document training on AGO Form 200-1-13 and file at Annex X to Chapter 20 of this pamphlet.

(6) Implement necessary waste management activities, including coordination with the Supply Sergeant to turn in hazardous wastes for disposal through DRMO.

(7) Prepare and submit required reports, as necessary.

d.  Facility and/or Unit EPOC, as appropriate, will:



(1)  Ensure unit wastes are identified and evaluated to determine which are classified and must be managed as “hazardous” waste.



(2)  Ensure HW from indoor range cleanup is stored in a designated HW accumulation area and properly labeled until disposal can be achieved.



(3)  File a copy of the memorandum appointing the Range Custodian at Annex R to Chapter 20 of this pamphlet.  

e. State Maintenance Personnel will perform maintenance and repair actions in the indoor range facility once designated personnel have cleaned the range and required work has been approved by AGI-O. 

12-6.  KEY QUESTIONS
YES
NO
N/A


a.  Does the facility contain an indoor range?
___
___
___

b.  If so, has a “Range Custodian” been appointed in writing and




      is the appointment memo on file at Annex R? 
___
___
___


c.  Has a Range SOP been developed and approved 


      for operating and cleaning the indoor range?
___
___
___

d.  Is the Range Custodian familiar with of NGR (AR) 385‑15?
___
___
___


e.  Is the range either wet‑mopped or HEPA-vacuumed after 
       each use and for required monthly cleaning?
___
___
___

f.  Is dry sweeping prohibited during range cleanup operations?
___
___
___



g.  Are users briefed on range rules and required


     to sign an acknowledgement statement prior to use?
___
___
___

h.  Is the wastewater from wet‑mop cleaning or lead particles 


     collected by HEPA vacuum cleaners disposed of as HW"?
___
___
___


i.  Is the range used for purposes other than small-arms firing?
___
___
___

12-7. ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE NOTEBOOK
The following documents should be filed at the appropriate annexes of this pamphlet:

a.  A copy of the Indoor Range SOP, if applicable (Annex R)

b. A copy of the Range Custodian Memorandum of Appointment (Annex R)

c. A copy of weekly inspections of HW accumulation areas that contain wastes from indoor range cleaning, and documented on AGO Form 200-1-8 (Annex N)

d. A copy of AGO Form 200-1-13, verifying that the Range Custodian and others involved in range management and cleanup have been trained (Annex X)

12-8. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.  Technical assistance on environmental aspects of indoor range management can be obtained from the Hazardous Waste Management Specialist in the Environmental Section (AGI-ENV), (503) 584-3862.  
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