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         1 October 2001

MEMORANDUM FOR See Distribution

SUBJECT:  ORARNG Environmental Compliance Notebook

The changing role of the Army National Guard in executing the military strategy of the United States Army requires a knowledgeable, well-trained force to meet increased military demands.  

Included in this requirement is the need for environmental protection.  The challenge continues to increase as environmental requirements become more stringent and urban encroachment affects our ability to conduct military operations at our training sites.  As a result, balancing mission accomplishment with environmental protection continues to require additional effort.    

Despite rank or assigned duties, we all have the responsibility to comply with the law and protect the environment as we perform our tasks.  Soldiers and facilities personnel must understand their requirements and take the initiative to ensure they happen.  In attempting to foster an “environmental ethic” in our force, we must individually and organizationally recognize our environmental responsibility as we plan and execute our training operations.  The payback is three-fold:  we protect the environment; we protect our training sites; and we are more tactically proficient and secure.  

In order to more easily define requirements and responsibilities, the ORARNG Environmental Compliance Notebook has been revised to assist unit and facility management in environmental areas.  Leaders at all levels should use the ECN to attain and maintain compliance and instill environmental stewardship.  We must also ensure personnel are trained to perform assigned tasks and appropriate procedures are established and enforced.  

Department of the Army amended FM 3-100.4, Environmental Considerations in Military Operations, in May 2001.  This document provides a summary of environmental requirements, but also describes the “… growing strategic significance of environmental factors in the twenty-first century”.  As we plan for future operations, personnel should be familiar with applicable portions of this document.  It is available electronically through the OMD Environmental Staff.

AGI-ENV continues to provide environmental support and training to all ORARNG elements.  I encourage you to use them to help define requirements and develop implementation strategies.
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