
Earthquake Education in 
Oregon 

Actions recommended by 
The Oregon Resilience Taskforce 



ORTF Recommendations 

• Funding OEM at $500,000, 
• Lead a process for the 2015-17 biennium,  
• In partnership with key stakeholders, of 

developing and disseminating 
improved educational materials for: 
– Agencies 
– Businesses 
– The public. 
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Training and EducationFunding OEM at $500,000 to lead a process for the 15-17 biennium, in partnership with key stakeholders, of developing and disseminating improved educational materials for agencies, businesses, and the public, including: Revising and standardizing information provided to the public and businesses to recommend an emergency preparedness goal of at least two weeks; b) Training and education specifically relating to disaster preparedness, response,  recovery and mitigation for decision-makers in the public, private, and not-for-profit sectors; c) Supporting education, training, and related professional development for emergency managers, consistent with but beyond standard FEMA dissemination.  This may include programs offered through institutions of higher education, conferences and other special events, and programs provided by professional associations; d) Establishing an electronic clearinghouse of educational and technical information for emergency responders and planners, technical specialists, workplaces, and the general public. Funding the Department of Education at $500,000 for the 15-17 biennium to lead a process of adopting standardized educational content and associated resources for K-12, applicable to the entire state as well as for specific hazard areas (e.g., coastal communities), and to establish an electronic clearinghouse for curriculum and supporting resources.Business Oregon, in partnership with OEM, strongly encourages continuity assessment and planning for all businesses.



a. Recommend an emergency preparedness 
goal of at least two weeks; 

b. Training and education  
a. disaster preparedness, response,  recovery and 

mitigation for decision-makers in the public, 
private, and not-for-profit sectors;  

c. Training and education  
a. professional development for emergency 

managers 
d. Electronic clearinghouse of educational and 

technical information 
 

ORTF Recommendations 



• Department of Education  
– Funding DOE at $500,000 
– lead a process of adopting standardized 

educational content and associated 
resources.  

• Business Oregon 
– continuity assessment and planning for all 

businesses. 
 

ORTF Recommendations 
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Business Outreach and Education Plan Engage Business Associations throughout Oregon for partnership opportunitiesPartner with Oregon Business Magazine for survey follow-up  Develop presentation for Trade School, Community College and University Business Courses on Introduction to Business Continuity for OregonEncourage students to complete requirements of the Professional Development Series for additional knowledge as well as Resume material that will set Oregon students apart from other job applicants.  Elevate awareness and a preparedness mindset early in students careers (culture change).  Build upon K-12 preparedness efforts.Encourage Higher Education Instructors to include FEMA Independent Study Courses as assignments relevant to courses of study two examples include:Business SchoolIS-394.a Protecting Your Home or Small Business From DisasterIS-325 Earthquake Basics: Science, Risk, and Mitigation IS-660 Introduction to Public-Private PartnershipsIS-662 Improving Preparedness and Resilience through Public-Private Partnerships Education/Teaching CertificateIS-362.a Multi-Hazard Emergency Planning for Schools - (10/31/2013)IS-366 Planning for the Needs of Children in DisastersIS-325 Earthquake Basics: Science, Risk, and MitigationIS-100.Sca Introduction to the Incident Command System for Schools IS-100.HE Introduction to the Incident Command System for Higher Education



End Game 

• Robust public outreach implementation 
strategy that fulfills the intent of the ORTF 
recommendations for the 2015-2017 
biennium 



… in the meantime 



Working group structure 

• Develops core message OEM Workgroup 

• Vets and enriches core 
message 

Earthquake Education 
Advisory Group 

• Facilitates dissemination of 
core message 

Earthquake Education 
Dissemination 

Partners 



OEM Workgroup 

• Althea Rizzo 
• Zach Swick 
• Erik Rau 
• Kim Lippert 
• Cory Grogan 

Earthquake Education 
Advisory Group 

• DOGAMI 
• Oregon Health Authority 
• Business Oregon/OBDD 
• DAS 
• DLCD 
• Department of Education 
• OEMA –Private sector 

committee 
• OSSPAC  
• Regional Solutions 
• Governor’s Office 
• American Red Cross 
• Equity/Inclusion groups 
• Local Emergency 

Managers 
• Tribal Representatives 

Earthquake Education 
Dissemination Partners 

• OERS 
• OR Disability Services 
• Parks and Recreation 
• DLCD 
• Agriculture 
• OPAT 
• RDPO 
• ORVOAD 
• Americorps 
• Sheriffs 
• Police 
• Fire 
• OR Volunteers 
• OSU Sea Grant 
• OSU Extension 
• CREW 
• NWS 
• FEMA 
• USDA 
• USGS 
• PNSN 
• Travel Oregon 
• Private Partners 
• ??? 



Measuring effectiveness 

• Amplification (Social virality) 
• Consistent message (Partner engagement) 
• Action created (Responsible behavior) 
• Risk Perception (Knowledge creating) 
• Social Vulnerability (Removing barriers) 



Focus Areas 

• Revising and standardizing information 
provided to the public and businesses to 
recommend an emergency preparedness 
goal of at least two weeks. 



Compact for Resilience 

• Citizens take responsibility for having at 
least two-weeks of self-sufficiency. 

• Public, Private and Non-Profits strive to be 
back at 90% by two weeks after a 
Cascadia subduction zone earthquake. 
(ORP, SPUR) 
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This is consistent with CDC pandemic influenza recommendations: “Although the flu pandemic may last several months, plan to buy and store at least a 2-weeks’ supply of food and water for yourself, your family, and pets. Also, have any prescription medicine you take. This supply will support your household when you have to stay home.” http://www.flu.gov/planning-preparedness/community/plannow.pdf We may aim to combine forces with public health to be most efficientSPUR, pg. 5, �All utility systems and transportation routes serving neighborhoods are restored to 95 percent of pre-event service levels, public transportation is running at 90 percent capacity, Public schools are open and in session. Ninety percent of the neighborhood businesses are open and serving the workforceORP, pg. xx�Business continuity planning typically assumes a period of two weeks to be the longest disruption ofessential services (i.e., utilities, communications, etc.) that a business can withstand, and servicedisruptions lasting for one month or longer can be enough to force a business to close, relocate, or leavethe state entirely.ORP, pg. 39�Adoption of a two-level ratings system. The first level would indicate the time period thatcitizens should anticipate relying on emergency supplies. The second level would indicate thetime anticipated necessary for 90 percent restoration of roads and services.



First step 

• Develop core message 

OEM Core Group 

• Kick-off meeting 
• January 26, 2015 
• Anniversary of the last CSZ EQ 

Earthquake Education Advisory Group 

• Include new core message in outreach materials 

Earthquake Education Dissemination Partners 



Next steps 

OEM Core Group 

Earthquake Education Advisory Group 

Earthquake Education Dissemination Partners 
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