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Module Title:  Other Federal Assistance Available 
 
Module Summary:  
 
This module provides a brief overview of other common federal assistance available 
without a Presidential Disaster Declaration. 
 
Classroom Hours: 15 minutes 
 
Method of Instruction: 
 
Lecture, instructor led discussion. 
 
Terminal Learning Objective: 
 
Participants will be able to identify other types of federal assistance available. 
 
Enabling Learning Objectives: 
 

1. Describe the categories of disaster assistance available from SBA. 
2. Identify the agencies which can assist in collecting damage assessment 

information on crops. 
3. Identify the forms to be utilized. 
4. Be aware of the process for an Agricultural IDA. 

 
Scope: 
 
Description of  SBA damage categories and programs. 
Description of USDA disaster assistance. 
Forms utilized. 
Agricultural IDA – USDA. 
 
Methodology: 
 
Instructors will provide a description of the various types of federal disaster assistance 
available through SBA and USDA 
 
Instructional Resources Required: 
 
Module 4 Power Point Slides 
Instructor Guide 
Computer 
Plasma Projector 
Chart packs and felt pens 
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Practical Exercise Statement: 
 
None completed. 
 
Evaluation Strategy: 
 
Observation of student participation during classroom discussion. 
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Many people do not realize that the U.S. SBA provides disaster assistance to 
homeowners and renters affected by disasters, but in a typical year more 
disaster assistance of this type will come from the SBA than from FEMA. In fact, 
in many cases individual and families are required to apply for an SBA loan as a 
part of the process of requesting federal assistance. 
 
SBA assistance is in the form of low-interest loans, not grants. 
 
SBA may also help businesses and some private nonprofits.
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Note that FEMA uses five categories, not two. Therefore during the Joint PDA, 
the FEMA and SBA person will spend time reconciling these different ways of 
assessing damage. 
 
For the second item above, the regulation is a little more complicated than this, 
but keep in mind that the Joint PDA, like the IDA, is about developing reasonably 
good estimates. Therefore, in reality, the SBA person doing a field PDA usually 
will “give the benefit of the doubt” that a home or business will qualify as a 
“major” in those cases for which there is some doubt. In other words, there is 
some difference between how the regulation reads and how the regulation can 
be practically applied in the field during a Joint PDA. 
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For an EIDL request, OEM strongly prefers to include more than five businesses 
in a request: 12 to 20 or more businesses is preferable. 
 
Each county to be included in a request must have at least one substantially 
economically injured business. 
 
EIDL requests can and often do occur without physical damage to businesses. 
EIDL requests are based on lost sales or reduced gross receipts to affected 
businesses. 
 
The most frequent situation that leads to these declarations in Oregon are road 
closures caused by landslides for which there is no physical damage to the 
businesses, but it is difficult or impossible to get to them due to the slide and road 
damage. 
 
Oregon has also had EIDL declarations related to wildfires that resulted in long-
term road closures, and for other reasons. 
 
The SBA figures a healthy business should be able to get through a few days 
without sales, so economic injury is not typically triggered until at least two weeks 
of substantial reductions in sales or gross receipts has occurred. 
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Fillable .pdf documents cannot be saved once completed. They can only be 
printed. Therefore, it is necessary to either fax these to OEM, or scan them, and 
then send them to OEM as email attachments. 
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While having the Local Emergency Program Manager lead this data collection 
and synthesis effort would probably be the first notion of how to go about this, 
oftentimes EIDL assessment outreach and data gathering/summarizing are done 
by a local chamber of commerce on behalf of local government officials. This is 
due to the fact that often the local chamber has well-established relationships 
with the affected businesses. 
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In most counties of Oregon, the FSA, NRCS, and OSU Extension share an office 
location, not so much for disaster purposes, but to coordinate the delivery of their 
regular programs, and to make it easy for farmers to meet with more than one 
agency without further travel. 
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The Loss Assessment Report (LAR) is delivered by the CEB to the State 
Emergency Board (SEB) and to Oregon Department of Agriculture (ODA). 
 
If it looks like a request for one or more USDA disaster programs is appropriate, 
ODA will guide county commissioners how to correctly provide the Governor with 
everything s/he needs to make a request for assistance. 
 
The SEB provides information to the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture on the 
Governor’s request. 
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