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Modeling 



Sightings 

At-sea: 191 
Shoreline: 1,388 
Total: 1,579 
 



Shoreline Survey 

• Measureable increase in debris due to 

JTMD? 

• Spatial and temporal variation 

OPRD 

North Coast Journal 

On-going Studies 

Tattori University Transponders 

• JTMD-simulated drift study 

• Report transponders found!  



Long Term Outlook 

JTMD will continue to arrive for some time… 

 

• In winter 2014-2015 additional JTMD, mixed with other 

debris, will arrive along the West Coast 

• Intermittent, widely scattered 

• It is not possible to predict how much, or exactly where and 

when 

• JTMD is still  a safety and an environmental concern 



Funding 

• NOAA MDP $250k grant is mostly spent 

• Japan gift fund status: 

– Total funding: $5 Million 

– Each of the five states received $250,000 

– Alaska received an additional $750,000 

– Oregon obligated and spent $70,000 

– Special projects: $478,000 were spent to remove 
the dock in Washington State.  

 



Lessons Learned 

• JTMD arrival was intermittent and widely scattered 
• Quantities were significant, but usually manageable 
• Large JTMD items posed a hazard to navigation 
• JTMD hazardous items arrived, and were usually handled well 
• Debris composition is important. JTMD composition was 70-80% 

wood, most of it likely sank 
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Lessons Learned 

• JTMD detection in the open ocean was 
challenging 

• Outreach should be done early 
• Collaboration is essential! 
• Rapid notification is critical 
• How to address a large MD object at sea? 
• Future funding 
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Challenges 

Thank You! 
 

Nir Barnea 

 
nir.barnea@noaa.gov  
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