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January 26 marks the anniversary of the last major Cascadia 

Subduction Zone earthquake that shook the Pacific Northwest 315 years ago. Scientists predict 

the next major Cascadia Subduction Zone earthquake could strike our state at any time.  

 

"Scientists believe Oregon is in the average window of time during which another massive, 

destructive quake could occur," said Althea Rizzo, Geologic Hazards Program Coordinator.  

 

Oregon is located in the Cascadia Subduction Zone a fault line stretching from offshore British 

Columbia to Northern California. Experts say a rupture on the Cascadia Fault line will likely 

result in a 9.0 or higher earthquake with the potential to devastate the area.  

 

"A quake of this size will produce severe damage - buildings will be so damaged that restoring 

full utility service could take months to years," said Rizzo. "We are taking steps right now to 

prepare our state for a potential Cascadia earthquake."  

 

Rizzo said new guidelines recommend individuals prepare an emergency kit for at least two 

weeks; prior recommendations were for a three day kit.  

 

"Highways may be down and electricity out for days making it critical for you to have enough 

supplies to sustain yourself for weeks," said Rizzo.  

 

State and local government, private businesses and non-governmental organizations are doing 

much to prepare for the next Cascadia quake but individual preparedness is critical. There are 

many actions you can take to prepare for the next earthquake. Review the information below for 

more information.  

 

-Check out "Living on Shaky Ground: How to Survive Earthquakes and Tsunamis in Oregon" 

published by Oregon Emergency Management;  

-Read the "Without Warning Comic Book" produced by Dark Horse Comics here: 

http://www.oregon.gov/OMD/OEM/Pages/plans_train/earthquake.aspx  

-Visit Ready.gov for resources on how you can be prepared before, during and after an 

earthquake; 

 

http://www.oregon.gov/OMD/OEM/Pages/plans_train/earthquake.aspx

