Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board’s

Investments in Coos County

OWEB’s Mission: To help protect and restore healthy watersheds and natural habitats that support
thriving communities and strong economies.

What OWEB Does

The Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board is a state agency
that provides grants to help Oregonians take care of local
streams, rivers, wetlands, and natural areas. Community
members and landowners use scientific criteria to decide
jointly what needs to be done to conserve and improve rivers
and natural habitat in the places where they live. The agency is
led by a 17-member citizen board drawn from the public at
large, tribes, and federal and state natural resource agency
boards and commissions.

OWEB Funds Cooperative Conservation

Since 1999, OWEB has provided more than 7,900 grants to local volunteer efforts to keep
Oregon’s water clean and habitats healthy.

About 55% of the funds invested go directly to on-the-ground improvements of land and
water such as native plantings, dam removals, irrigation efficiencies, streams and rivers
made accessible to fish, and land protected for future generations.

The other 45% of the investments support related activities such as:
* Development and design of projects
* Organizational capacity of local community groups who do the actual work
* Increasing awareness of landowners of the value of healthy watersheds
* Data collection before and after projects to determine the effectiveness of the work
* Watershed workshops and field experiences for K-12, adults, field professionals

Local Economies and Communities Benefit

OWEB grants fuel a meaningful restoration economy in local communities. OWEB funds are
used to hire the technical experts who design and implement projects. These people then hire
field crews, and buy or contract goods and services they need to get the job done. According
to a recent University of Oregon study, every $1,000,000 of OWEB investments creates 15-24
jobs in local communities across Oregon. In addition, on average more than 90 cents out of
every OWEB grant dollar supports local businesses, services, and suppliers.

Primary OWEB Funding Sources

* Constitutionally dedicated State Lottery revenues
* Congressionally appropriated Federal Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery Fund
* Salmon License Plate proceeds
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OWEB Total Investments in Coos County
All Fund Sources, 1999-2015: $21,122,291

Coos County Grant Awards by Project Type

4 Restoration & Acquisition, $14.2 million or 67.4%
Monitoring, $2.4 million or 11.4%

[ Local Capacity! $2.5 million or 11.6%

4 Technical Assistance, $1.1 million or 5.1%

4 Assessment, $0.5 million or 2.2%

[1Research, $0.3 million or 1.3%

B Outreach & Education? $0.2 million or 1.0%

! Local Capacity includes Council Capacity and Soil &
Water Conservation District grants.

2 Education grants are no longer offered through OWEB
$0.5 . after 2010.
(millions)

Numbers above are based on data available as of 12/31/2015.

Statewide OWEB Grant Awards

With the more than 7,900 grants that OWEB has funded since 1999, Oregonians have treated
more than 4,600 miles of streams and have made nearly 6,000 miles of habitat accessible for
fish. The grants have helped landowners to improve more than 1,000,000 upland habitat
acres and restore, improve, or create nearly 46,000 wetland or estuarine habitat acres.

Coos County OWEB Grant Awards

Since 1999, OWEB has awarded more than $21 million to grants in Coos County. With this
help, the following restoration and improvement has been accomplished:

e 287 miles of streams

e 240 miles of fish habitat

¢ 954 upland habitat acres

¢ 1209 wetland or estuarine habitat acres

The largest portion of the dollars awarded in Coos County went to on-the-ground
restoration (67.4%), including projects to improve irrigation efficiency, fish passage, and
upland conditions.

The information above is current as of Oregon Watershed Restoration Inventory data submissions and/or
revisions through 12/31/15. Some data are omitted to allow adequate processing time for quality assurance.
Totals may be updated or refined based on completed quality assurance.

Questions? Please contact...
; Meta Loftsgaarden, Executive Director, 503-986-0180, meta.loftsgaarden@state.or.us
owee Eric Hartstein, Senior Policy Coordinator, 503-986-0029, eric.hartstein@state.or.us
775 Summer Street NE #360, Salem OR 97301, 503-986-0178 (phone), 503-986-0199 (fax), www.oregon.gov/OWEB



