
Oregon 
 

State Board of Examiners for 
Engineering & Land Surveying 

670 Hawthorne Ave. SE, Suite 220 
Salem, OR 97301 

(503) 362-2666 
Fax (503) 362-5454 

E-mail: osbeels@osbeels.org 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

EXTERNAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
Minutes of Meeting 
December 13, 2013 

 
Members present: 
 James Doane, Chair 
 Ken Hoffine 
 
Staff present: 
 Mari Lopez, Executive Secretary  
 Jenn Gilbert, Executive Assistant 
 Joy Pariante 
 
Others present:  
 Katharine Lozano, Assistant Attorney General 
 Stephen Burger (Osberver)  
 Anne Hillyer (Observer)  
 Sue Newstetter (Observer) 
 
The meeting of the External Relations Committee was called to order at 11:20 a.m. in the 
OSBEELS Conference Room at 670 Hawthorne Avenue SE, Suite 220, Salem, OR 97301.  
 
Public Comment 
There were no public comments. 
 
Oregon Examiner 
The Committee reviewed four articles for the upcoming Oregon Examiner: 

• Historic Columbia River Highway showcases revolutionary engineering 
• Consequences of failure to pay civil penalties 
• New Board member – Jason Kent 
• Obligation not to engage in unprofessional behavior 

The Committee recommends the Board approve the four articles listed above for inclusion in the 
Winter 2014 Oregon Examiner newsletter. 

Staff Update: Due to printing restrictions, the Consequences of failure to pay civil 
penalties article and the Obligation not to engage in unprofessional behavior article will 
be moved to the Spring 2014 Oregon Examiner. 
 

Social Media and Web Update 
Ms. Pariante gave the Committee an overview of how Facebook is performing at connecting 
OSBEELS with applicants, registrants and the public.  Facebook posts are connecting with 40-60 
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individuals.  “Likes” on the OSBEELS Facebook page have increased to more than 100.  Ms. 
Pariante also reviewed the Google Analytics statistics regarding www.oregon.gov/osbeels.  The 
current pages visited most often on the OSBEELS website are the CPD Organizational Form and 
renewal information. 
 
Symposium Feedback 
Ms. Pariante reported that seven people completed the online survey offered following the 2013 
OSBEELS Symposium.  While this number is proportionally small in comparison to the number 
of attendees, Ms. Pariante reported that the feedback was more detailed and of a higher quality 
than that received via handwritten forms at the conclusion of each session during past years’ 
symposiums. 
The Committee and observing Board members discussed possible topics for the 2014 OSBEELS 
Symposium.  Ms. Newstetter suggested a roundtable discussion on software engineering, as 
requiring registration for this profession is a hot topic in Oregon.  Mr. Hoffine suggested a course 
on navigating social media offerings for engineers and land surveyors to better communicate 
with OSBEELS, professional organizations and within their field.  The use of mechanics and 
robotics in engineering and land surveying was also suggested. 
Ms. Newstetter expressed concern at the lack of land surveying-specific offerings at the 
symposium.  Mr. Hoffine said he wasn’t as concerned about this issue since land surveyors 
generally have more professional development opportunities throughout the year than engineers.  
The Committee said Staff should continue to seek topic suggestions from registrants. 

The meeting adjourned at 11:40 a.m.  
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