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Physical Therapist Licensing Board 

Board Meeting 

April 11, 2014 

MINUTES 
 

Friday April 11, 2014 

 

Board Members Present Richard Rutt, PT Interim Chair, Jason Fiske, PT Vice Chair; Ruggie 

Canizares, PT Member; Burke Selbst, PT Member; Aubree Benson, PT Member; Troy Costales, 

Public Member; Carol Sutton, Public Member  

 

Board Members Absent:   Jennifer Wood, PTA Member 

 

Staff:  James Heider, Executive Director; Sherri Paru, PT, Clinical Advisor/Investigator 

  
Legal Counsel: Carol Parks, AAG 

 

EXECUTIVE (CLOSED) SESSION 

 

At 9:01 AM, Vice Chair Fiske convened the Board into Executive Session, citing ORS 

192.660(2)(k).  Pursuant to ORS 192.660(2)(k)(f), this portion of the Meeting is closed to the 

public. 

 

In Executive Session, the Board reviewed investigatory information regarding current cases and 

new complaints.  The Board also considered legal advisement, from Board Counsel, regarding 

investigative cases, pending contested case hearings, Administrative Rule making, current 

legislation and Board policy and administration. 

   

The closed door Executive Session is digitally recorded and stored electronically on the Board’s 

file server. 

 

PUBLIC (OPEN) SESSION 

 

At 1:37 PM, Board Vice Chair Fiske convened the Board into Public Session. During this 

portion of the meeting the Board considered inquiries from licensees and the public, approved 

the prior Board Meeting minutes, ratified new licenses, reviewed general correspondence, 

entertained motions, publicly voted on any actions so moved before the Board and conducted 

any other Board Public Session business. 

 

The public and interested parties are invited to attend this portion of the meeting. The Public 

Session was digitally recorded and stored electronically on the Board’s file server.  Audio copies 

are available to the public or interested parties for the administrative cost to reproduce the audio 

file. 
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Guests: Diana Godwin, AAL, Attorney for Oregon Physical Therapists in Independent Practice 

(OPTIP); Rich Jones, PT, Consonus Rehab, OPTA Liaison. 

 

Board Motions: 

 

Case PT 426-3/12 

Motion by Burke Selbst to issue a Confidential Advisory Letter stating that Licensee must 

provide a clear delineation between use of prayer in the clinic and the provision of PT services. 

Seconded by Ruggie Canizares. 

Motion passed unanimously by a vote of 7-0, Board Member Wood was absent from the vote. 

 

Case PT 483-7/13 

Motion by Burke Selbst to issue a Stipulated Agreement and Final Order for violations as noted 

in the previously issued Notice of Proposed Disciplinary Action.  Sanctions to include: 

requirement for Licensee to complete both a Board approved ethics course and a documentation 

course within 60 days of the notice, the cost of the courses to be incurred by the Licensee and the 

continuing competency credits from the courses cannot be used to satisfy the Board’s Division 

35 requirements for Continuing Competence; assessment of a civil penalty of $2,500 and two 

years probation of license with Board elected random audit of Licensee’s practice.  

Seconded by Ruggie Canizares. 

Motion passed unanimously by a vote of 7-0, Board Member Wood was absent from the vote. 

 

Case PT 492-11/13 

Motion by Burke Selbst to issue a Stipulated Agreement and Final Order for violations as noted 

in the previously issued Notice of Proposed Discipline.  Sanctions to include: requirement for 

Licensee to complete a Board approved ethics course within 60 days of the notice, the cost of the 

course to be incurred by the Licensee and the continuing competency credits from the course 

cannot be used to satisfy the Board’s Division 35 requirements for Continuing Competence and 

assessment of a civil penalty of $1,500.    

Seconded by Ruggie Canizares. 

Motion passed unanimously by a vote of 7-0, Board Member Wood was absent from the vote. 

 

Case PT 454-10/12 

Motion by Burke Selbst to issue an Order to remove previously invoked restrictions on 

Licensee’s license. 

Seconded by Ruggie Canizares. 

Motion passed unanimously by a vote of 7-0, Board Member Wood was absent from the vote. 

 

Case PT 501-2/14 

Motion by Burke Selbst to issue a Stipulated Agreement and Final Order for violations of ORS 

688.140(2)(a) and OAR 848-045-0020(2)(r).  Sanctions to include: the assessment of a civil 

penalty in the amount of $562.50. 

Seconded by Ruggie Canizares. 

Motion passed unanimously by a vote of 7-0, Board Member Wood was absent from the vote. 
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Case PT 503-3/14 

Motion by Burke Selbst to issue a Notice of Proposed Disciplinary Action for violations of   

ORS 676.150(3), ORS 688.140(2)(h), ORS 688.140(2)(a), OAR 848-045-0020(2)(u)(F) and 

OAR 848-045-0020(2)(d).  Sanction to include: requirement for Licensee to provide to the 

Board, monthly self reports regarding progress with rehabititation for a period of one year; upon 

completion of the Washington and Oregon Court ordered actions, the Licensee will provide 

evidence of completion to the Board and the Licensee will be assessed a civil penalty of $500.  

Seconded by Ruggie Canizares. 

Motion passed unanimously by a vote of 7-0, Board Member Wood was absent from the vote. 

 

Case PT 506-3/14 

Motion by Burke Selbst to issue an Interim Stipulated Agreement whereby the Licensee agrees 

not to practice physical therapy in Oregon pending further action of the Board. 

Seconded by Ruggie Canizares. 

Motion passed by a vote of 6-0, Board Member Benson abstained and Board Member Wood was 

absent from the vote. 

 

Case PT 508-3/14 

Motion by Burke Selbst to issue a Confidential Advisory Letter citing violations of ORS 

688.140(2)(a) and OAR 848-035-0020(2).  The Board is requiring Licensee to complete the 

continuing competence within 90 days of the Letter and provide evidence to the Board that they 

have done so, and until the continuing competence is completed they cannot practice physical 

therapy in Oregon. Failure to follow the orders of the Board may lead to further actions by the 

Board. 

Seconded by Ruggie Canizares. 

Motion passed unanimously by a vote of 7-0, Board Member Wood was absent from the vote. 

 

Case PT 509-3/14 

Motion by Burke Selbst to issue a Confidential Advisory Letter citing violations of ORS 

688.140(2)(a) and OAR 848-035-0020(2).  The Board is requiring Licensee to complete the 

continuing competence within 90 days of the Letter and provide evidence to the Board that they 

have done so, and until the continuing competence is completed they cannot practice physical 

therapy in Oregon. Failure to follow the orders of the Board may lead to further actions by the 

Board. 

Seconded by Ruggie Canizares. 

Motion passed unanimously by a vote of 7-0, Board Member Wood was absent from the vote. 

 

Case PT 511-4/14 

Motion by Burke Selbst to issue a Confidential Advisory Letter citing violations of ORS 

688.140(2)(a) and OAR 848-035-0020(2).  The Board is requiring Licensee to complete the 

continuing competence within 90 days of the Letter and provide evidence to the Board that they 

have done so, and until the continuing competence is completed they cannot practice physical 

therapy in Oregon. Failure to follow the orders of the Board may lead to further actions by the 

Board. 

Seconded by Ruggie Canizares. 
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Motion passed unanimously by a vote of 7-0, Board Member Wood was absent from the vote. 

 

Case PT 513-4/14 

Motion by Burke Selbst to issue a Confidential Advisory Letter citing violations of ORS 

688.140(2)(a) and OAR 848-035-0020(2).  The Board is requiring Licensee to provide evidence 

of completion of the continuing competence.  

Seconded by Ruggie Canizares. 

Motion passed unanimously by a vote of 7-0, Board Member Wood was absent from the vote. 

 

Case PT 512-4/14 

Motion by Burke Selbst to issue a Confidential Advisory Letter citing violations of ORS 

688.140(2)(a) and OAR 848-035-0020(2).  The Board is requiring Licensee to complete the 

continuing competence within 90 days of the Letter and provide evidence to the Board that they 

have done so, and until the continuing competence is completed they cannot practice physical 

therapy in Oregon. Failure to follow the orders of the Board may lead to further actions by the 

Board. 

Seconded by Ruggie Canizares. 

Motion passed unanimously by a vote of 7-0, Board Member Wood was absent from the vote. 

 

Case PT 514-4/14 

Motion by Burke Selbst to close case with no action taken. 

Seconded by Ruggie Canizares. 

Motion passed unanimously by a vote of 7-0, Board Member Wood was absent from the vote. 

 

Case PT 519-4/14 

Motion by Burke Selbst to issue a Stipulated Agreement and Final Order for violations of ORS 

688.140(2)(a) and OAR 848-045-0020(2)(r).  Sanctions to include: the assessment of a civil 

penalty in the amount of $100.00. 

Seconded by Ruggie Canizares. 

Motion passed unanimously by a vote of 7-0, Board Member Wood was absent from the vote. 

 

New Board Member Appointments & Selection of Board Officers 

The Director introduced the newest professional member to the Board.  PT Member Aubree 

Benson was appointed to the Board by the Governor and confirmed by the Senate.  Ms. Benson’s 

first term on the Board runs from 3.1.14 through 2.28.18.  Board, staff and guests introduced 

themselves and welcomed Aubree to the Board. 

 

The Director then handed out ballots to the Board for the selection of the next Board Chair and 

Vice Chair.  Richard Rutt, PT, PhD will be the new Board Chair and Ruggie Canizares, PT will 

be the Vice Chair.  Both Board members will serve a term of approximately one year. The 

selection of officers is typically held at the spring meeting each year. 

 

Telemedicine 

The Director brought the topic of Telemedicine to the Board hoping the Board would give some 

direction as to how they wanted staff to proceed.  The Director reported that over the past several 

months the Board has received numerous inquiries into the subject of Telemedicine asking if the 
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Board had a position or was going to develop rules or guidelines with regards to it use in the 

community.  After discussion the Board directed the Director to further investigate what other 

jurisdictions and possibly other Oregon Health Boards are doing with regards to telemedicine 

and report back at the June Board meeting. 

 

Vision Therapy 

The Board Investigator/Clinical Advisor reported to the Board that an Optometry Clinic 

providing vision therapy is advertising that it is type of physical therapy.  After discussion the 

Board determined that what the optometry clinic is doing is within their scope of practice 

however they cannot refer to it as a type of “physical therapy”.  The Board directed staff to write 

a letter to the clinic advising them that they cannot use the term “physical therapy” unless their 

statute specifically allowed for it. 

 

Response to Board from Bill Bowen, MFA, LMT 

After Board review and discussion of Mr. Bowen’s response regarding the Board’s concern over 

his use of the term “psycho-physical” therapy, separating the term psychophysical by placing a 

hyphen between psycho and physical, the Board determined that it’s legal counsel will send Mr. 

Bowen a response requesting he change his terminology.  And not being certain that 

psychophysical therapy is within the scope of practice for a massage therapist, the Board also 

instructed staff to report the issue to both the Oregon Psychology Board and the Board of 

Massage and the California PT Board because he also operates a clinic in California.   

 

Board Review of Record Keeping Rules Regarding PTA Documentation  

The Board Investigator/Clinical Advisor reported that with the 1/1/14 adoption of the new rules 

for Division 40 regarding a PTAs documentation, the new language created a conflict of two 

administrative rules.  After discussion the Board determined that it would do housekeeping 

rulemaking to correct the conflict and change the language to more accurately reflect the intent 

of the rule. 

Motion by Burke Selbst to do rule making to correct the conflict between the language in OAR 

848-040110(4) and OAR 848-040-0150(2).  

Seconded by Ruggie Canizares. 

Motion passed unanimously by a vote of 7-0, Board Member Wood was absent from the vote. 

 

Lapsed License PTA Civil Penalty Matrix 

While deliberating on a compliance case it was discovered that the PTA civil penalty matrix used 

in lapsed license compliance cases was in error.  The penalty for working as a PTA with a lapsed 

license for 6 to 12 months is published at $562.50.  To be consistent with all the other PTA 

penalties it should have been published at $750.00 or 75% of the PT penalty of $1,000.00.  

Motion by Burke Selbst to do rule making to correct the error in the PTA Civil Penalty Matrix 

changing the fine for PTA violation for working with a lapsed license for a period of 6 to 12 

months from $562.50 to $750.00.   

Seconded by Ruggie Canizares. 

Motion passed unanimously by a vote of 7-0, Board Member Wood was absent from the vote.   
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Board Policy Issues 

 Policy on Requiring Social Security Numbers for Licensure – The Director informed 

the Board that its policy statement requiring a social security number (SSN) prior to 

licensure was outdated.  The law governing the requirement for a SSN was no longer 

valid.  The Director stated that regardless of the legal requirement the SSN is the one 

unique identifier that the Board currently uses to run the online National Criminal 

Background check on new applicants.  Without the SSN the reliability of the reports and 

the false responses would take up valuable staff time and resource and could cause 

excessive waits.  The investigator’s workload tracking down false reports on duplicate or 

similar names would be greatly increased.  The Director felt that, in the interest of public 

safety and until such time the Board adopts FBI finger printing as a screening tool, that 

SSNs are warranted in screening new applicants for licensure.  After discussion the Board 

determined it would adopt a new Board policy that stated, in the interest of public safety, 

the Board would require a valid US Social Security Number prior to issuing a license.  

Motion by Burke Selbst to adopt a Board policy requiring that candidates for licensure 

provide evidence that they hold a valid US Social Security Number prior to the issuance 

of a license.  Staff will draft the policy which will be ratified at the June Board meeting. 

Seconded by Ruggie Canizares. 

Motion passed unanimously by a vote of 7-0, Board Member Wood was absent from the 

vote. 

 

 Policy on Renewal of License if CE is Not Completed as Required – The Director 

reported that during the 2014 renewal cycle the Board experienced a number of 

individuals who renewed early by answering the Continuing Competence question option 

2 on the renewal application that stated they would complete their required CC by March 

31
st
.  After they had completed the renewal application and been issued a license, the 

Licensees called the Board prior to March 31
st
 and reported (as required) that they could 

not complete their CC.  This created several new compliance issues that the Board has 

never had to deal with before. The Director stated that allowing renewal applicants the 

ability to renew early and attest to the fact that they would complete their CC by the 

deadline was done during the period of time renewals were all handled by paper.  The 

early option was to encourage early renewal to better spread out the paper workflow.  

Now that the Board has 100% online renewal the heavy volumes due to licensees waiting 

until the end of the renewal period to finish their CC is no longer an issue. The Director 

suggested the Board adopt a new policy that would require all renewal applicants to fully 

complete their required CC prior to completing the renewal process and being issued a 

license. After discussion the Board determined that it would adopt such a policy. 

Motion by Burke Selbst to adopt a Board policy requiring applicants for renewal to attest 

to completion of the continuing competency requirement as part of the renewal 

application and prior to being issued a renewal license.  Staff will draft the policy which 

will be ratified at the June Board meeting. 

Seconded by Ruggie Canizares. 

Motion passed unanimously by a vote of 7-0, Board Member Wood was absent from the 

vote. 
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General Topics/Business 

 Professional Licensing Report Subscription – The Board Investigator/Clinical Advisor 

questioned the value of the current subscription to the “Professional Licensing Report” 

which is received monthly at a cost of $200/year. Originally the Board approved the 

publication with the intent of distributing electronic copies of the publication to all Board 

members.  Once received, it was determined that copying the publication in any format 

would be a copyright infringement.  Upon closer inspection the Clinical Advisor 

determined that there may be an additional nominal licensing fee that would allow for the 

electronic distribution of the publication. The Board asked the Clinical Advisor to 

research the addition fee and report back at the next meeting. 

 

 License Renewal Update/Status – The Director reported that the online renewal system 

worked very well.  The Board had 100% online electronic renewal without any notable 

system problems.  The renewal processing was kept current everyday with no backups.  

Renewals for 2014 included 3668 PTs and 1,025 PTAs.  A total of 4693 renewals, up 

from 4491 in 2013 or a 4.5% increase in total licensees. 

 

 FSBPT Annual Meeting Selection of Delegates – The Board elected a new Chair and 

new Vice Chair.  Traditionally the Board’s Chair and Vice Chair have acted as the 

Delegates at the Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy’s (FSBPT) annual 

Delegates Assembly to be held this year September 18th through the 20
th

 in San 

Francisco, CA.  The Director will credential Board Chair Rutt and Board Vice Chair 

Canizares as this year’s Delegates.  All expenses associated with member boards 

Delegates attending the annual assembly are paid for in full by the FSBPT. 

 

Future Board Meeting Dates:   
As established by the Board, the remaining 2014 Board Meeting dates are as follows: Friday 

June 20
th

; Friday August 22
nd

 and Friday October 24
th

.  The Board did discuss the possibility of 

changing the August date to August 17
th

, that determination is yet to be made.  Meeting Dates, 

Meeting Notices, and published Minutes may be found on the Board website at 

www.ptboard.state.or.us.    

 

Approval of Board Meeting Minutes 
The drafted minutes, from the February 18

th
 Special Board Meeting were presented to the Board.  

The Board Vice Chair opened the floor for additional discussion and comments. With none 

noted, Vice Chair Fiske asked for a motion to approve the meeting minutes as written. 

Motion by Ruggie Canizares to approve the Minutes from the February 18, 2014 Special Board 

Meeting as written.  

Seconded by Burke Selbst. 

Motion passed unanimously by a vote of 7-0, Board Member Wood was absent from the vote. 

 

Ratification of PT/PTA Licenses & Temporary Permits           
The Board Vice Chair presented the Board with a list of new licensees and temporary permit 

holders for the period of February 7, 2014 through Aril 10, 2014.  The Board Vice Chair opened 

the floor for discussion. With none noted, Vice Chair Fiske asked for a motion to ratify the new 

licensees and permit holders. 

http://www.ptboard.state.or.us/
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Motion by Public Member Sutton to ratify new licensees and permit holders.  

Seconded by PT Member Selbst. 

Motion passed unanimously by a vote of 7-0, Board Member Wood was absent from the vote. 

 

Board Member Reports/Other New Business: 
 

Vice Chair Fiske asked for any other new business.   

 

Member Costales asked if the Board wanted to address the topic of Interstate Compacts. Member 

Costales is the Public Member on the Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy’s 

Licensure Compact Task Force and has two upcoming meetings and would like the Oregon 

Board’s initial input on what position the Oregon Board might take regarding participation in an 

Interstate Compact.  The Board determined they would hold discussion of the Compact until its 

June meeting.   

 

Vice Chair Fiske again asked for other new business.  With none noted Vice Chair Fiske 

adjourned the meeting at 2:58 PM.  


