MEETING MINUTES

OREGON RACING COMMISSION

November 15, 2007
The Oregon Racing Commission met on Thursday, November 15, 2007 at 1:30 p.m. in Room 1A of the Portland State Office Building located at 800 NE Oregon Street, Portland, Oregon. Commissioners in attendance were Chair Kerry Johnson, Vice Chair Stan Robson, Lisa Metcalf, Charles Williamson and via telephone, Chris Dudley.
Agenda items were discussed in the following order with resulting actions:

1. Approval of Agenda
Chair Johnson added two items to the agenda: item #12, an IRG Update, and item #13, Initiate Rulemaking on Temporary Rules.
2. October 18, 2007 Meeting Minutes
ACTION: MOTION (Robson) Approve minutes as submitted.

VOTE:
5 Aye, 0 Nay 
3. October 19, 2007 Transcript of Meeting
ACTION: MOTION (Williamson) Approve minutes as submitted.

VOTE:
5 Aye, 0 Nay
4. OTOBA Request to Re-Direct Funds to Supplement Oregon Bred Stakes
Ursula Gibbons, Executive Director, OTOBA, and Gay Welliver,

President, OTOBA, were present to answer questions. Information and discussions included the following:

Previously, the ORC granted $12,500 in matching hub funds for a bonus program involving two stakes races sponsored by the OTOBA. Those funds were no longer needed as the winner was not eligible (WA horse).
Requested permission to use those unused funds to supplement purses for two other stakes races and two races which will be held on Oregon Championship Day.
ACTION: MOTION (Williamson) Approve request.

VOTE:
5 Aye, 0 Nay
5.  Action on OAR 462-0160-0130 Anabolic Steroids
ACTION: MOTION (Williamson) Table this item.

VOTE:
4 Aye, 1 Nay
At this time, Commissioner Metcalf excused herself from the meeting to attend another appointment (flight out of Portland).
6. Action on OAR 462-200-0520 Pick (n) Pools, New Wager
ACTION: MOTION (Williamson) Table this item.
VOTE:
4 Aye, 0 Nay, 1 Excused

7. Action on OAR 462-200-0630 Instant Racing - Repeal

ACTION: MOTION (Williamson) Allow the suspension to expire.
VOTE:
4 Aye, 0 Nay, 1 Excused

ACTION: MOTION (Williamson) The commission withdraw or declare mute paragraphs 11, 15a, and 15b from the ORC notice for the hearing on Instant Racing. 
At this time, the Commission entered into Executive Session and upon their return continued

the meeting with the same agenda item: 
ACTION: MOTION (Williamson) To withdraw his previous motion with respect to paragraphs 11, 15a, and 15b of the ORC notice and ask that the Commission consider it at the meeting scheduled for next Monday. 

8. Policy on Allowing Oral Testimony (Tabled from September 20, 2007)

ACTION: MOTION (Williamson) Adopt a ten minute oral testimony policy with latitude for the commission to extend or shorten. 
VOTE:
4 Aye, 0 Nay, 1 Excused

9. Portland Meadows Race Meet Report

Dwayne Yuzik, Portland Meadows, was present to answer questions. Information and discussions included the following:
After sixteen days of live racing, this race meet started out as being the most successful in the last five years; average purse distribution of $53,000 compared to last year’s $43,000; on-track wager was up 6.6%; export sales were up 22%; total state wagering was up 10%.

10. Confirmation of Next Commission Meeting – December 20, 2007
All Commissioners indicated that they would be present at the December meeting. 
Chair Johnson announced that the commission would be holding a meeting on Monday, November 19, 2007 at 3:00 p.m. (at the Portland State Office Bldg., Suite 310).

11. Update on Greyhound Adoption Kennel



Dick Gage, Oregon Greyhound Association President, was present to answer questions. Information and discussions included the following:



As of last week, 44 greyhounds were in the kennel; 81 were adopted out since January 1, 2007; and eight greyhounds were on the waiting list. The waiting list was for dogs that had space already designated for them in the kennel, but had not yet arrived. 



Oregon State University Vet School provided free neutering for 23 greyhounds last month and this month will provide dentals for 26 greyhounds; total savings was $320 per dog.

· In response to Chair Johnson’s questions, Mr. Gage stated that there were approximately 400 more dogs that were expected to come through this program. He added that the number continued to drop due to the fact that people were not spending the money to have their dogs sent back to Oregon. He explained that it was expensive and it was difficult to get rides for the dogs because there wasn’t any racing in Oregon. He further provided that there wasn’t a time limit or an age limit that would prevent dogs from being eligible for the program; however, only dogs bred in Oregon by May 30, 2005 were eligible.
12. Update on IRG


Gordon Tallman, ORC Supervisor of Account Wagering Hubs, and Aaron Murphy of Latham and Watkins, IRG, were present to answer questions. Information and discussions included the following:


On October 19, 2007, the commission voted to issue a Notice to Suspend IRG’s Hub license. All of the information that the ORC requested from IRG regarding this matter had been received; however, some of the information was obtained by other means and not all of the information was submitted within the required time frame. 

Mr. Murphy responded that it was IRG’s intention to comply and provide information as requested in an effort to reach a resolution. He added that they have no intention of frustrating the commission. 

· In response to Chair Johnson’s questions, Mr. Murphy provided the following: they have been able to establish an FDIC approved bank account (a segregated account); the legal customers (those not implicated in the investigation) were now able to access their funds and are being paid their requested full amount
13. Initiate Rulemaking on Temporary Rules

ACTION: MOTION (Williamson) Motion to have staff file temporary rules prohibiting the
     administration of drugs within 24 hours prior to post.
VOTE:
     4 Aye, 0 Nay, 1 Excused

14. Public Comment 
· Ursula Gibbons, Executive Director, OTOBA, invited everyone out to Portland Meadows on December 9, 2007 for Oregon Championship Day.
· Dick Gage, Oregon Greyhound Association President, invited everyone out to tour, by appointment, the adoption kennel.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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