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MINUTES 

Oregon Racing Commission 
August 10, 2012 

Meeting Detail 
The Oregon Racing Commission (ORC) met on Friday, August 10, 2012 in the conference room at the 
Oregon Department of Forestry Tillamook District building located at 5005 Third Street, Tillamook, 
Oregon. 
 
Call to Order 
Commission Chair, Stan Robson, called the meeting to order at 11:00am. 
 
In Attendance 
Commissioners: Chair Stan Robson, Vice-Chair Christopher Dudley, Commissioner Charles 
Williamson, Commissioner Michael Huber, DVM and Commissioner Jan Palmer, DVM 

Staff 
Randy Evers (Executive Director)  

Excused 
Kelly Gabliks (Assistant Attorney General) 

AGENDA ITEMS 

Approvals: 

August 10, 2012 Meeting Agenda 
Action: Motion to approve the August 10, 2012 ORC agenda as submitted.  
Moved by:   Commission Vice-Chair Dudley   
Seconded:    Commissioner Palmer  
Vote:              Chair Robson took role and the results were 5 Ayes, 0 Nays. 
 
June 21, 2012 Meeting Minutes 
Action: Motion to approve the June 21, 2012 Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  
Moved by:   Commission Vice-Chair Dudley 
Seconded:   Commissioner Palmer  
Vote:             Chair Robson took role and the results were 4 Ayes, 0 Nays 
Commissioner Huber abstained from voting as he was not present for the June meeting. 
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Old Business: 

Sub-Committee Update Reports: 
 

a. Advanced Deposit Wagering (ADW) and Multi-jurisdictional Hubs 
Commissioner Williamson stated that the sub-committee had not met and there was 
nothing to report. 
   

b. Best Practices 
 Commission Vice-Chair Dudley stated that the Executive Director’s evaluation report 
 was complete and a copy was provided to each of the commissioners for their review. 

 
c. Budget and Hub Funds 

 Commission Chair Robson stated that the budget sub-committee did not meet this 
 month and that there is nothing to report. 
  

d. Medication and Horse Welfare 
Commission Vice-Chair Dudley stated that the sub-committee had not met this month 

 and there was nothing to report.  
 

e. Executive Director’s Report 
ORC Director Randy Evers stated that the Grants Pass race meet was successful. Lonnie 

 Craig volunteered and was a big help. The media was positive and there were no 
 catastrophic injuries. The animal rights people were very quiet this year. The ORC had
 one public records request regarding injury records for Grants Pass. There was 
 approximately a 24% drop in the handle. The 4:00pm post time didn’t work very 
 well so they changed it back to 1:00pm. There are concerns whether Grants Pass will 
 choose to have a 2013 race meet.  

 
Director Evers reported that Crooked River Round-Up had a great crowed with a great 

 atmosphere. The handle was down 7% and they had no injuries.  
 
Directors Evers stated that Tillamook also has a great atmosphere; things were going 

 well so far. He stated that starters per race are up a little and the new saddling paddock 
 and giant screen to watch an instant replay of each race are fabulous additions. Director 
 Evers reported that “Shorty” Martin (Summer Racing Secretary) does a great job filling 
 races.  

 
Director Evers stated that Harney County is the next and last summer meet to run 

 which is coming up in September. The problem they have had in the past with parking  
 in the infield should be resolved. They are only going to allow those who park out there 
 to cross the track once.   

 
Director Evers stated that he wanted to share some of the highlights from the Racing 

 Commissioner International (RCI) Conference he attended. Some of the RCI model rule 
 changes being discussed are shockwave therapy and administration of Lasix. The ORC 
 could adopt the changes if we believe it would be good for racing in Oregon. The RCI 
 would like to change their Lasix administration rule to have only the state commissioned 
 veterinarian administering Lasix. Director Evers stated that RCI also wants a ten-day 
 waiting period for all horses treated with shockwave therapy. These horses would not be 
 permitted to exercise or even be at the track for ten days following shockwave treatment. 
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Commissioner Huber stated that shockwave treatment is done to help speed the  healing 
 process to soft tissue injuries and possibly to micro-fractures. He stated that there is a 
 numbing effect for up to ten days after treatment.    
 

f. Portland Meadows (PM) Report 
 Will Alempijevic, General Manager of Portland Meadows (PM), provided the 

Commissioners  with the written Portland Meadows report. Mr. Alempijevic presented 
the Portland Meadows’ report. He reminded the Commissioners that the last meet at PM 
started in the middle of October and this meet began in the beginning of July. He stated 
that the days ran and income produced will be different for this meet year over year. Last 
meet there were 9 race days ran from the start of the race meet to the time that this first 
report was presented. The current meet has had 7 race days. The average number of 
runners per race is 5.87 runners per race this meet with 7.91 runners on average for the 
last meet.  

 
 The average purse this meet is $35,671.43 which is a drop of almost 5.46% from the 

previous meet’s purse average of $37,733.33.  
 
 PM’s “on track” handle for the current meet is approximately $37,394.00 which is an 

increase of 53.35% from the previous year of $24,385.00. PM’s OTB’s have processed, on 
average, approximately $3,363.00 in bets per live race day, which is a 47.84% drop from 
$6,448.00 total from the previous meet. The total in-state wager on live racing from 
Portland Meadows on an average daily basis is $40,758.00 for this meet which is an 
increase of almost 32.19% from $30,834.00 in the previous meet.  

 
 Mr. Alempijevic reported that PM is down about 56.79% year over year in export sales. 

PM is averaging approximately $168,807.00 this year versus $390,622.00 last year.  
 
 Mr. Alempijevic stated that it is way too early to tell how this race meet will compare to 

fall-winter racing but they are happy with the results of the marketing campaign. The 
attendance has been very good and now we need to give it some time. New enthusiasts 
will need time to learn how to wager.  

 
g. Future of Racing in Oregon (FROG) Update 

 Commissioner Palmer stated that the FROG meeting for August would be later in the 
 month. She stated that the Horsemen’s Day was very successful and she will have more 
 to report after the FROG meeting.     
 

New Business:   
 Portland Meadows (PM) Marketing Report:  
  Will Alempijevic, General Manager of Portland Meadows stated that the television  
  show is going well. He stated that they have had more viewers than some of the other  
  shows on NBC Sports channel. Viewing was down a little the week it competed with the 
  Olympics. Mr. Alempijevic stated that the series will be filming at Tillamook to promote  
  the fairs. PM is adding radio and print ads for the Hispanic market as well. 
  
  Mr. Alempijevic reported that PM is offering a “match betting” incentive program. The  
  program will offer matched dollars for bettors that are learning how to wager. He stated  
  that new bettors are only wagering small amounts and this will help to cultivate them. 
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 Oregon Thoroughbred Breeders and Owners Association (OTOBA): 
  Gay Welliver, President of the OTOBA, introduced the new executive director of the  
  OTOBA, Lynnelle Smith. Ms. Smith provided the Commissioners with the owners and  
  breeders report and stated that she was requesting payout for the owners and breeders  
  awards and bonuses.  After review, and Ms. Smith’s presentation, her request was  
  approved. 

   
Action: Motion to approve payout of the OTOBA owners and breeders awards and 
bonuses per the report submitted. 
Moved by:   Commissioner Williamson   
Seconded:    Commissioner Huber  
Vote:              Chair Robson took role and the results were 5 Ayes, 0 Nays 

  
  Ms. Welliver provided a report to the Commissioners. She stated that the report   
  contained race entry statistics that are different from Mr. Alempijevic’s report. Ms.  
  Welliver stated that she was capturing different information to isolate the “Oregon  
  Bred” Thoroughbred numbers. She reported that the Oregon Bred numbers are up and  
  this is encouraging.    
 
Information, Materials and Approvals: 

None 
 
Contested Cases: 
 Proposed Order & Options Memo – Jody Davidson 
 Director Evers summarized the Order and Options Memo provided by Kelly Gabliks, 

who could not be present. The Commissioners reviewed the Proposed Order and 
Options Memo prior to the meeting. They discussed the number of chances the ORC has 
given Mr. Davidson. It was moved that Mr. Davidson would not be permitted to reapply 
for licensing for ten (10) years.     

 
 Action: Motion to prohibit Mr. Davidson from re-applying for Licensure with the ORC 

for ten (10) years.   
 Moved by:    Commissioner Williamson  
 Seconded:    Commissioner Huber 
 Vote:              Chair Robson took role and the results were 5 Ayes, 0 Nays 

 
 Proposed Order & Options Memo – Christopher Nunnally 
 Director Evers summarized the Order and Options Memo provided by Kelly Gabliks, 

who could not be present. The Commissioners had reviewed the Proposed Order and 
Options Memo prior to the meeting. They discussed raising the penalty. Commissioner 
Dudley stated that without being present for the hearing he would prefer to support the 
Stewards fine.      

 
 Action: Motion to impose penalty of $250.00 as recommended by the Administrative 

Law Judge. 
 Moved by:    Commissioner Huber  
 Seconded:    Commissioner Dudley 
 Vote:            Chair Robson took role and the results were 5 Ayes, 0 Nays 
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Other Business As May Properly Come Before the Commission: 
 None 
 
Public Comment:      
  Rodger Nyquist congratulated PM on their success with the new racing schedule. He   
  questioned Director Evers regarding the funding team questions that Director Evers allowed  
  stakeholders to participate in responding to. He asked if all the statements that he sent were  
  submitted. Director Evers stated that a couple of them were brought forward along with some  
  from the ORC and others.  
 
  Ron Sutton thanked the OTOBA, Mr. Alempijevic and Commissioner Palmer for their work and  
  effort in the FROG group.     
 
Confirmation of the Next Commission Meeting:  
               Thursday, September 20, 2012, Room 1A of the Portland State Office Building at 1:30p.m. 
 
Adjournment:  

There being no further business, Chair Robson adjourned the public portion of the meeting at 
 12:20p.m.  

 


