By-Laws of 
The Business Enterprise Consumer Committee of Oregon

Preface

The Business Enterprise Consumer Committee (BECC) of Oregon derives its authority from two sources: by approval of the Oregon Commission for the Blind and it is authorized by Title 45, Code of Federal Regulations, part 395.14, which implements the Randolph-Sheppard Act amendments of 1974.  The purpose of the BECC shall be to serve as a channel of reciprocal communication and assistance between BEP staff and BEP managers and to continually upgrade the quality of the BECC for the benefit of the licensees and the program itself.

Article I.  Name
The name of this organization is The Business Enterprise Consumer Committee (BECC).

Article II.   Purpose 
Section 201.   Functions stipulated in Title 34, CFR, Part 14 (B)


A.
The State licensing agency shall provide for the biennial 

election of a State Committee of Blind Vendors which, 


to the extent possible, shall be fully representative of 


all blind vendors in the state program on the basis of 


such factors as geography and vending facility type 


with a goal of providing for proportional representation 


of blind vendors on federal property and blind vendors 


on other property.  Participation by any blind vendor in 


any election shall not be conditioned upon payment of 


dues or any other fees.


B.
The State Committee of Blind Vendors shall:



(1)
Actively participate with the state licensing agency 


in major administrative decisions and policy and 



program development decisions affecting the 




overall administration of the State's vending 




facility program;





(2)
Receive and transmit to the State licensing agency 


grievances at the request of blind vendors and 



serve as advocates for such vendors in connection 


with such grievances;



(3)
Actively participate with the State licensing agency 


in the development and administration of a State




system for the transfer and promotion of blind 



vendors;



(4)
Actively participate with the State licensing agency




in the development of training and retraining 




programs for blind vendors; and 



(5)
Sponsor, with the assistance of the State licensing 




agency, meetings and instructional conferences 



for blind vendors within the State.



(Code of Federal Regulations, Title 34, Volume 21, 


revised as of July 1, 2007)

Article III.   Membership

Section 301.   Structure of the Committee
The committee will be composed of elected representatives who shall be representative, to the extent possible, of all licensees within the Business Enterprise Program (BEP) on the basis of factors such as geography and vending facility type, and, as a goal, proportional representation of managers on federal and other property.

Section 302.   Composition of the Committee
Membership of the committee is limited to a chairperson and five managers who are permanently or temporarily assigned to a facility in the region to be represented by the elected member.

Regions: Portland 1, Portland 2, Salem 1, Salem 2, and Outlying Areas.

Section 303.   Qualifications
Representatives shall be BEP managers currently managing a BEP facility in the area they represent.  They must possess responsible character and a willingness to promote advancement of the BEP by representing the vendors in their area (region). Participation by any licensee in any election shall not be conditional upon the payment of dues or any other fees.

Section 304.   Term of Office
Term of office for representatives shall be two years.  It shall begin at the time of being elected.  There are no term limits.

Section 305.   Vacancies
If for any reason no manager from a designated regional area has a desire to serve as a BECC member or if an elected BECC member leaves before the two (2) year term has expired or said manager leaves designated regional area, the BECC, by a two-thirds vote may appoint a replacement manager to fulfill the remainder of the term.  Priority will be given to a manager who has been nominated from the vacated area, at the next BECC meeting.
Section 306.   Elections
Elections of BECC members shall be conducted as outlined in the Rules and Regulations governing the BEP.  Additionally, votes and nominations shall be conducted by ballot, including email and regular mail.  

Voting

A. All licensed managers assigned to an area may vote for             all area's representatives, not being restricted to any one area*.
B. Voting shall be by secret ballot.

C. Voting shall be accomplished in a general meeting of 

i. area managers as outlined in the Rules and 
Regulations.

D. Managers who cannot attend the meeting may vote by 


mail or email, submitted to the BEP director.
Section 307.   Attendance and Conduct of BECC Members
A. Attendance of BECC Members

BECC members are expected to represent their constituents by attending all regular as well as special BECC scheduled meetings. If a BECC member cannot attend a BECC meeting then he/she is required to make contact with chairperson or BEP staff, either by telephone call or email, no less than twenty-four (24) hours prior to BECC meetings, when applicable. The absent BECC member is required to also request a constituent from his/her represented area to fulfill their obligation. If a BECC member misses two (2) consecutive meetings without proper notification to the BECC, such member may be removed with a two-thirds vote of the BECC. If a BECC member does not comply with these attendance requirements then the BECC can move immediately to remove said BECC member with a two-thirds vote. If one (1) or more BECC members fails to follow requirements as listed above and due to their actions a quorum is not in attendance it is well within the rights of the chairperson to appoint pro-tem an adequate BECC to conduct business as a voting quorum.

B. Conduct of BECC Members

Appropriate behavior and conduct of all BECC members are required for continued participation as such. If for any reason a BECC member displays unprofessional/unethical behavior or conduct, violates the adopted Rules of Engagement, or is continually disruptive (out of order), the BECC may take disciplinary 

action to remove said BECC member by a two-thirds vote for removal. Additionally, if a majority of constituents represented by a BECC member have filed

official complaints, a two-thirds vote of removal may be taken by the BECC.

Article IV.   Officer

Section 401.   Officer

The officer shall be chairperson.

Section 402.   Term of office

The term of office for chairperson shall be two years. There shall be no limitation on consecutive terms served by any manager in this office.

Section 403.   Vacancies

Permanent vacancies of the office of chairperson shall be filled by a special election held within one month. All licensees shall be eligible to vote. Voting may be by mail or email, submitted to the BEP director.
Section 404   Vacation of Office

The BECC shall have the power to vacate, by a two-thirds vote, the chairperson for cause. The chairperson shall be given, by registered mail, written notice of any such proposed action.

Section 405.   Election of Chairperson
A. Election of BECC chairperson shall be conducted as

outlined in the Rules and Regulations governing the BEP.  A simple majority of the quorum present shall be required for election. Nominations shall be from the floor, made at the BECC meeting prior to the election. Voting will be by secret ballot. Votes shall be counted by an impartial party agreed upon by the managers.

B. Licensees who cannot attend the meeting may vote by mail or email submitted to the BEP director by a specified deadline.

C.
A tie vote shall be decided by a revote until one

candidate has received a majority of the votes.

Section 406.   Chairperson Duties

A. The chairperson shall preside over all BECC meetings. He/she shall call additional meetings as needed. He/she shall inform BECC representatives of the time and place of all meetings and any issue of interest to BEP licensees upon which input is needed in coordination with the BEP staff. The chairperson shall consult with the BEP director to develop agenda for meetings no later than 15 business days prior to meetings.  Agendas shall be distributed to members ten business days prior to the meeting.
B. The chairperson establishes special committees, when necessary and proper, shall appoint chairpersons of such committees. He/she shall be responsible for effective functioning of all committees.

Article V.   Business and Meetings

Section 501.   Business

A. BECC business shall be transacted at meetings. When

possible, these meetings shall be conducted in person. In the event of an emergency or when extenuating circumstances render it necessary and proper, BECC meetings may be conducted through a recorded telephone conference call.

B. Conference call accommodations may be made according to Conference Calling Policy.

C. Passage of BECC business shall require a simple

majority vote of the quorum present, after all members have been notified of said meeting.

D. Proposals to be submitted to the State licensing

agency and/or the BEP staff within the state shall be in writing. An official copy shall be kept in the BECC records.

E. BEP licensees' input shall be solicited for all BECC

meetings.

F. The BECC shall assist the State licensing agency, when

necessary and proper, in acquiring a statewide vote of

BEP licensees on an issue. Such votes must be documented.

All members of the BECC and all licensees at a general meeting for receiving input on BECC issues shall have the right to speak at least one time on each issue. It shall be the duty of the   chairperson and the representatives respectively to protect and preserve the speaker's right to voice his/her opinion without interruption.

Section 502   Meetings

In accordance with BEP Rules and Regulations

A. Meetings are held at least every other month and more

often if necessary

B. Required notice for regular meetings as part of agenda

C.
Notice for special meetings in accordance with Oregon

Public Meeting laws

Article VI.   Voting

A. The vote required for passage of BECC business shall be a simple majority of the quorum present after all members have been duly notified of said meeting. The usual voting procedure shall be by roll call.

B. Voting authority of chairperson shall be allowed as

equal participant including, but not limited to, motions/debates/voting.

C. The vote required for election of BECC chairperson shall be simple majority of the quorum present, after all licensees have been duly notified of the meeting. The usual voting procedure shall be by written, secret ballot. Votes shall be counted by an impartial party agreed upon by managers of the BECC.

D. The vote required to remove an officer from office for cause shall be a two-thirds majority vote of the quorum present, after all BECC members have been duly notified of the impending action and meeting. The usual voting procedure shall be by written secret ballot. Votes shall be counted by an impartial party agreed upon by members of the BECC.

E.
The vote required to amend these By-laws shall be a

two-thirds vote of BEP licensees after all have been notified of the vote. Licensees who cannot attend the meeting may vote by mail or email submitted to the chairperson or designated alternative by a specified deadline.

Article VII   Committees

Section 701.   Special Committees

A. Special committees shall be established when a need

for them arises and shall remain in force for such time as is necessary and proper.

B. BECC special committees shall be established by

authority of the BECC chairperson or by the BECC itself as a business item at any BECC meeting.

Section 702.   Structure of Committees 


A.
Chairpersons of BECC special committees shall be

appointed by the BECC chairperson from among the licensees and shall be subject to removal by the BECC chairperson when not performing their duties as committee chairpersons.

B.
Chairpersons of special committees shall select a

minimum of two committee members from among the licensees within the state.  In making their selections, committee chairpersons should keep in mind the following criteria: experience and ability needed for effective functioning of the committee and ability of committee members to meet and work together. Committee membership shall be reorganized when necessary.

C.
There shall be no limitation on the number of

committees a licensee may chair. There shall be no limitation on the number of committees on which a licensee may serve.

Article VIII   Conflict of Interest

Section 801.   Definition

Conflict of interest is defined as taking official action that may result in financial benefit or avoiding a negative financial effect on a member, member's relative or business organization with which either is associated.
Section 802.   Public Announcement

If a member is met with potential or actual conflict of interest, that member shall announce publicly the nature of the conflict and declare the conflict prior to discussion, recommendation, vote or any action taken thereon in the capacity as a member of the BECC. Such conflict shall be recorded in the minutes.

Section 803.   Participation

Individual members who have declared a potential conflict of interest may participate in discussion and recommendations, and may vote or take any action thereon.

Article IX.   Grievance Procedure

The following is the procedure for licensees requesting BECC advocacy with a written grievance:

A. The licensee will provide a copy of the written grievance (including information on contact with the BEP director) to the BECC for potential resolution.

B. BECC will review the grievance within ten business days with licensee's input.

C. BECC will make an informal attempt to resolve the

grievance.

D. If the grievance is not resolved informally, the BECC

will present a recommendation to the BEP Director.


E.
BECC will ensure the proper process for a grievance is 


followed.
Article X.   Parliamentary Authority

Parliamentary Authority for the BECC shall be Roberts Rules of Order, Newly Revised, 10th Edition.

Article XI.   Amendments

These By-laws may be amended by a two-thirds majority vote of all BEP licensees after they have been duly notified of the meeting and the proposed amendment. Members who cannot attend the meeting may vote by mail or email submitted to the chairperson or alternate designee by a designated deadline.

Adopted on September 27, 2008.
*Revised on October 10th 2012.
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