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1 BEFORE THE
BOARD OF CLINICAL SOCIAL WORKERS
2 STATE OF OREGON
3 Inthe Matter of the License to Practice as a
Clinical Social Worker of: CASE NOQ. 99-13
LINDA FRITZ, LCSW, FINAL ORDER BY DEFAULT
Licensee.

THIS MATTER came before the Board of Clinical Social Workers (Board) to consider

the license revocation of Linda Fritz, LCSW (Licensee). The Board is responsible for licensing
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clinical social workers in the State of Oregon and for regulating the practice of clinical social

10 work. The Board is also responsible for disciplining clinical social workers for violations of the
11 Code of Ethics for Certified and Licensed Clinical Social Workers pursuant to ORS 675.540.

12 1.

13 On April 30, 1999, the Board received information that Licensee engaged in a sexual

14 relationship with a former client of Licensee (Client), during the time Client was in therapy with
15 Licensee. The Board began ité investigation into the alleged violations.

16 1.1  OnNovember 10, 1999, the Board served Licensee with a Notice of 'Proposed

17 Disciplinary Action (Notice) that it proposed to revoke Licensee’s license to practice as a clinical
18  social worker in Oregon for violations of ORS 675.540(1)(d) and OAR 877-30-0070(1) and (4).
19 1.2 The Notice granted Licensee an opportunity to file an answer to the Notice, and to
20 request a formal contested case hearing before the Board and to be represented by an attorney.

21 1.3 The Notice further stated that if Licensee did not request a hearing, the Board may
22 issue a final order by default and impose sanctions against Licensee.

23 1.4  Licensee did not file an answer and did not request a hearing.

24 After consideration of the records and files of the Board relating to this matter, the Board
25 finds that Licensee did have adequate prior notice to file an answer and request a hearing and be

26 represented by an attorney, and that Licensee failed to do so.
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NOW THEREFORE, the Board enters the following Findings of Fact, Conclusions of

[—

2 Law and Final Order:

3 FINDINGS OF FACT

4 1. In 1982, Client and her significant other began therapy with Licensee for help in

5 the dissolution of their relationship. Later, Client had individual sessions with Licensee. It was
6 during these individual sessions in 1982, that Client and Licensee began their sexual relationship.
7 2. Client alleges that Licensee first propositioned her in Licensee’s office, during a

8 therapy session, when Licensee began kissing Client and told Client that they “get away from

9 here” and go to a hotel.

10 3. Licensee and Client went to a hotel in Portland, Oregon, where they were together
11  in the room for a few hours. During that time, they disrobed, got into bed and engaged in sexual
12 touching. Client was uncomfortable and they left.

13 4 Client and Licensee also went to dinner together at the Couch Street Fish House
14  in Portland, Oregon, and afterwards, to Licensee’s home in Portland, Oregon.

15 5. On another occasion, Client and Licensee went to the home of another client of
16 Licensee in Black Butte, Oregon. They had the house to themselves, stayed overnight and had
17 sex together. At the time, Client was heterosexual, and after they had sex, Client became very
18 sick and Licensee told Client her body was telling her she was not through with her significant
19 other. Licensee then made arrangements to facilitate a reunion, and Client and her significant
20 other were reunited.

21 6. Client alleges that during the time she was in therapy with Licensee, Licensee

22 seduced her by creating an atmosphere of seduction with candles, flowers, compliments, walks,

23 coffee dates, and gave her gifts, i.e., an expresso maker, a juicer, a cookbook and a cooking

24 lesson.
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1 CONCLUSIONS OF LAW
The Board concludes that Licensee’s acts and conduct described above constitute
violations of ORS 675.540(1)(d) (unprofessional conduct); and OAR 877-30-0070(1) (dual

relationship) and (4) (sexual relationship).
FINAL ORDER

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the license to practice as a clinical social worker of
Linda Fritz, LCSW is REVOKED.

DATED this_77~_ day of Yebruan g £ 2000.

10 BOAD OF CLINICAL SOCIAL WORKERS
State of Oregon

2
3
4
5
6 Based upon the Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law described above,
7
8
9

12 . 5 Signature on File in Board Office
Vi = .

13 @éﬂi A. Buys, Administras6;

14 NOTICE: You are entitled to judicial review of this order pursuant to the provisions of ORS
15 183.480. Judicial review may be obtained by filing a petition in the Oregon Court of Appeals.
The petition must be filed within 60 days from the date of service of this order.
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