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ABOUT CONVERSION TO INACTIVE LICENSE STATUS                                     
 

Before you request to convert your active SLP, audiologist or SLPA license to inactive 

status, make sure that you do not require a license to do whatever professional activities 

you intend to do in Oregon.  Generally, you must hold an active license if you are 

working as an SLP, audiologist or SLPA, or calling yourself any of those titles (or 

similar titles).    

 

The Board’s practice act (ORS Chapter 681) clearly spells out who needs to hold a Board 

license.   

ORS 681.250(2) states: 

  

No person shall practice speech-language pathology or audiology or purport to be a speech-language 

pathologist or audiologist in this state unless the person is licensed in accordance with the provisions of this 

chapter.  

 

And ORS 681.360 states: “A person may not perform the duties of a speech-language pathology assistant or use the 

title speech-language pathology assistant without a certificate to do so issued under this section.” 

 

What Does It Mean to “Practice”?  

ORS 681.205(5) says: 

“Practice speech-language pathology” means to apply the principles, methods and procedures of 

measurement, prediction, evaluation, testing, counseling, consultation and instruction that relate to the 

development and disorders of speech, voice, swallowing and related language and hearing disorders to 

prevent or modify the disorders or to assist individuals in cognition-language and communication skills”;  

 

Similarly, ORS 681.205(4) states: 

“‘Practice audiology’” means: 

(a) To apply the principles, methods and procedures of measurement, prediction, evaluation, testing, 

counseling, consultation and instruction that relate to the development and disorders of hearing, vestibular 

functions and related language and speech disorders to prevent or modify the disorders or to assist 

individuals in auditory and related skills for communication. 

(b) To fit or sell hearing aids.”  

 

And OAR 335-095-0060 outlines the scope of practice for SLPAs, distinguishing them from SLPs and Educational 

Assistants.   

 

What Does “Purport” Mean? 

No one can “purport” to be an SLP or audiologist without holding a Board license or Board-approved license.  The 

dictionary defines purport as “appear to be, intend or claim something, including something implied or inferred”.  

The statute also lists specific titles that require licensure, including speech clinician, speech therapist, language 

therapist, speech-language pathology assistant, audiologist, and others.  This is why no one (even a qualified SLP, 

SLPA or audiologist) may work in Oregon holding any of the mentioned job titles or performing speech-language 

pathology or audiology without first holding a license issued by the state of Oregon.   

 

A Few Exceptions Are Allowed 

Certain exceptions exist (see ORS 681.230).  Up until 2012, university employees were exempted, but they are no 

longer exempt from licensing requirements.  Certain government workers (Veterans’ Affairs employees) may still 

practice under a federal exemption to state licensing laws.  Importantly, SLPs holding a valid teaching license with 

http://www.leg.state.or.us/ors/681.html
http://arcweb.sos.state.or.us/pages/rules/oars_300/oar_335/335_095.html
http://www.leg.state.or.us/ors/681.html


an endorsement in communications disorders or speech impaired may practice in Oregon, may work solely in public 

school districts, ESDs or charter schools without holding an SLP license issued by the Board. 

Before you request to convert to inactive status, make sure you are aware of what is 

required to reactivate your Oregon license if you need or want to do so.      

 

Professional Development 

The Board requires licensees to demonstrate current competency in their professional roles by completing and 

documenting professional development (PD) activities. See ORS 335-070-0080.  

 

Individuals seeking to reactivate their Oregon license up to 23 months after going inactive must show that they 

completed the PD required for the PD period in which they were last active.   

 

Individuals seeking to reactivate their Oregon license more than 23 months after going inactive must show that they 

completed half of the required number of PD hours in the 12 months prior to applying for reactivation. 

 

Examples: 

A person who goes inactive on January 30, 2016 and reactivates before December 31, 2018 will need to 

show their full PD hours (30 for SLPs/Auds, 15 for SLPAs) completed during calendar years 2013 and 

2014. 

A person who goes inactive on January 30, 2016 and reactivates after December 31, 2018, will need to 

show half of their PD hours (15 for SLPs/Auds, 7.5 for SLPAs) completed during the 12 months prior to 

their reactivation application.  

  

Caution:  If you are likely to reactivate within the next two years, make sure that you are current on your PD in the 

current cycle before you go inactive. 

 

There are advantages to going inactive rather than letting your license expire.  Consider 

these reasons:  

 

Under the current fee structure (2016) it is cheaper to renew as inactive rather than letting your license lapse, 

if you plan to reactivate it within the next four years.  The inactive license fee is only $50 for SLPs/Auds, and 

$30 for SLPAs.  An inactive license expires on January 30
th

 of the next even-numbered year (as do active licenses).  

If you let your active license expire, you will need to pay a delinquent fee (currently $100 for all licensees) to get it 

reactivated.  Reactivation of an expired license is essentially like a late renewal, so a delinquent fee is charged.  

Reactivation of an inactive license only requires paying the regular license fee (no application fee or delinquent fee).  

 

If you will be away from Oregon for longer than 4 years, but think you may return to practice at a later date, 

it is easier to remain inactive than to let your license lapse.  If your active license has been expired for more than 

four years, you are required to reapply, including paying a new application fee, requesting copies of your transcripts, 

and meeting all licensing requirements then in effect.  Reactivating from inactive status does not require providing 

all of the credentials originally needed to obtain your license.   

 

After you have been on inactive status for more than 23 months, you do not have to document PD 

requirements until you wish to reactivate. 

Please contact the Board office at speechaud.board@state.or.us or 971-673-0220 with any questions about 

whether you need an active license, or about PD, reactivation, or fees.   

If you wish to convert your license to inactive status, please submit the attached form.  

http://arcweb.sos.state.or.us/pages/rules/oars_300/oar_335/335_070.html
mailto:speechaud.board@state.or.us
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Inactive License Request   

This is not a renewal form. Inactive licenses must be renewed the 

same as an active license. All delinquent fees still apply to inactive 

renewals submitted after Dec. 31st, 2017.    

  

 

I, ______________________________________ (print name) hereby 

request that I be transferred to inactive license status with the Oregon 

Board of Examiners for Speech-Language Pathology & Audiology on the date this Request is 

received by the Board, or on the following date: ___________________ (if later than date of 

receipt), in accordance with Oregon Revised Statutes and Administrative Rules, and Board 

policies and procedures. 

 

I believe that I do not need an active Oregon license at this time because:   

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason for choosing inactive status (please choose one): 

 Education/Returning to School  Family Obligations  Illness  Retirement 

 Travel  Relocated  Other:__________________________________________ 

- I certify that while my license is in inactive status, I will not practice speech-language 

pathology or audiology in Oregon.  Nor will I purport to be a speech-language pathologist, 

audiologist, speech-language pathology assistant in Oregon, nor use any titles that are 

specifically protected or that imply that I am any of those practitioners.  I understand that if I 

violate the Board’s licensure requirements, I will be subject to disciplinary action, including 

reprimand, suspension, revocation, and/or civil penalty.   

- I understand that I will not be refunded the difference between my active license fee and my 

inactive license fee at the time I transfer to inactive status.  

 - I understand that if I apply for reinstatement of my active license, I will need to comply with 

the laws and rules then in place regarding fees, professional development, and other 

requirements for reinstatement.   

- While I am in inactive status, I will continue to adhere to Board rules that apply to all 

licensees, including the requirement to inform the Board office within 30 days of changes in my 

home and work addresses, phone numbers, and email address.   

 

Signed:  __________________________________________ 

 

Date:    ________________________         License Number: ___________________________ 


