
Attachment A 
 
Summary and response to comments to public notice 
for the draft solid waste permit for Grimm’s Fuel 
company composting facility 
 

 

 

Public Comment Period:  

September 30, 2013 to November 20, 2013,  

including public hearing on Oct. 30, 2013 
 

 

The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) received 55 written comments, 

including one signed by 22 residents of the Pony Ridge subdivision. At the public hearing twenty 

people provided verbal comments and DEQ received two written comments. DEQ also received 

a document containing 453 signatures from people who are supportive of Grimm’s composting 

permit.   

 

Comments are summarized followed by DEQ’s response. The transcript of the public hearing 

and the written comments received are included as an attachment to this document.   

 

Land Use: 
 

Comment 1:  All of the conditional use permits are specific to tax lots 1800 and 1900. The DEQ 

permit covers both of these plus additional tax lots of 2000 and 2100. Lots 2000 and 2100 don’t 

have CUP (conditional use permit) approval from the city, and the city shouldn’t have given that 

impression, on the land use compatibility statement.  (Joelle Davis, Oct. 30, 2013 and Nov. 20, 

2103) 

 

DEQ Response:  The proposed draft permit covers tax lots 1800 to 2100 to allow DEQ 

regulatory access over the entire site and operation, from the feedstock receiving area to that of 

the finished product, as well as the stormwater discharge area.   

 

DEQ relies on local governments to make land use determinations and to verify land use 

approval when the local government signs a land use compatibility statement. DEQ received a 

completed Land Use Compatibility Statement (LUCS) from the City of Tualatin dated May 8, 

2012 as part of Grimm’s permit application. On September 30, 1997, the City of Tualatin 

received an application from Grimm’s to review compliance with the conditions of Conditional 

Use Permit (CUP) 94-11. This documentation is under CUP-97-03.  CUP-97-03 addresses 

surface water management requirements and clarifies the nature of the company’s activities on 

the other properties. CUP 94-11 allows resource recovery yard debris recycling and composting 

on tax lots 1800 and 1900.   
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Comment 2: The water quality treatment system was constructed on tax lot 2100 to be used for 
storage purposes starting in 1994, or sometime earlier. Composting activity was not supposed to 
take place on that lot. I have concerns that composting may actually be occurring today, based 
on our observations, aerial photos, and the fact that the water quality facility was built on that 
property and not on the 1800 and 1900 tax lots which are where the bulk of the composting 
activity seems to take place. I have concerns about the compatibility of these operations with the 
surrounding uses.  (Joelle Davis, Oct. 30, 2013 and Nov. 20, 2013) 
 
DEQ Response:  DEQ relies on the local planning jurisdiction to determine compatibility of the 
permitted activity with surrounding land uses. As part of DEQ’s permitting process, DEQ 
requests a land use compatibility statement signed by the local planning jurisdiction. This 
process allows the planning jurisdiction an opportunity to review and address site activities that 
are occurring on the property. The City of Tualatin is responsible for land use decisions and 
DEQ relies upon their expertise to assure compatibility. Grimm’s obtained an updated land use 
compatibility statement signed by the City of Tualatin on May 8, 2012. That land use 
compatibility statement references CUP-97-03 which takes into account activities occurring on 
tax lots 2000 and 2100 as well as tax lots 1800 and 1900.  
 
Comment 3: Several people voiced concern that even though Grimm’s has been here since 1975, 
the character of the surrounding neighborhood has changed. There are numerous businesses that 
have moved into the area. Several residential subdivisions have been built close by. They suggest 
that Grimm’s should relocate to a more rural area.  
 

Isn’t it time for them to move altogether from this area, rather than requesting for an 
additional permit that will only worsen the situation for the children or the elderly?  
What is the reason they are staying here, only 50 families verses 500 families?  (Hamid 
Rad, October 30, 2013)  
 
I understand that Grimm’s has been around for years but I also know that when it was 
originally located here, this was a rural environment. Our housing development was built 
just across OR99W from Grimm’s around 1997 and there are now apartment complexes, 
other housing developments and several large buildings constructed for office space and 
manufacturing. Seven of these have been built in just the last few years. Unfortunately, 
most of these are currently sitting vacant. As the City has allowed this area of Tualatin to 
become more urbanized I feel that with the amount of odor emanating from Grimm’s as 
well as other associated hazards that this is no longer a viable location for their process. 
I don’t like the idea of a business closing or relocating but I can’t help but feel that one 
of the reasons that these seven new facilities are now largely unoccupied is due to the 
odor produced from Grimm’s.  (John and Kathy Maher, Nov. 19, 2013) 
 
My hope would be that this Grimm’s facility would relocate to a more rural area as other 
excessive odor producing businesses have had to in other instances of urban expansion 
as I feel that it is unacceptable to have a facility like this so close to residential areas and 
professional business offices. I think it is appalling that a facility like this cannot be 
located near a school yet it is considered acceptable to have it near residential areas 
where individuals ranging from children to the elderly are exposed to the noxious odor 
and ill health effects twenty-four hours a day.  (John and Kathy Maher, Nov. 19, 2013) 
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These food composting activities should be done in less populated areas and not near 
homes and businesses.  (FunTimeRVInc., Nov. 3, 2013, similar comment from Bob Pike, 
Nov. 7, 2013) 
 
I have heard it said many times that Grimm's was here first, as if that should excuse all of 
the environmental, water quality, odor and dust concerns. The area around this 
operation has changed significantly since it began. Homes have been built, retirement 
facilities have been constructed, and a new business district has been created. All of these 
are negatively impacted by this operation, and it will only get worse if these new type 3 
feedstocks are permitted. I understand that business owners in the Leveton district are 
unhappy with the ongoing odor problems, which currently hinder new development and 
will only deter business from locating in the area should the odors worsen from site 
expansion and/or type 3 feedstock processing- see the Class A office building sitting 
empty now for years. With the coming changes to transit on 99W, we expect to see great 
development opportunities open up along this area, but no one is going to want to 
develop and improve with the odor and dust they would be subjected to from this 
operation. It is my belief that the current and future use of this property is incompatible 
with the surrounding land uses, both current and future.  (Joelle Davis, Oct. 30, 2013 and 
Nov. 20, 2013) 
 
I understand the Tualatin City Council has approved this. Once again, they have 
demonstrated either lack of caring or do not have technical knowledge. The DEQ can't 
rely on the City Council to protect us. They haven't in the past and it looks like they aren't 
doing so again.  (Elizabeth Piazza, Nov. 20, 2013) 

 
DEQ Response: DEQ received a completed LUCS from the City of Tualatin dated May 8, 2012 
as part of Grimm’s permit application. DEQ relies on local governments to make land use 
determinations and to verify land use approval when the local government signs a land use 
compatibility statement. DEQ does not have jurisdiction over land use determinations to 
determine if an operation is no longer compatible with surrounding land uses. The local 
jurisdiction, the City of Tualatin, is responsible for land use planning decisions. 
 
All compost facilities have some odors associated with them. Grimm’s has been operating under 
an old permit that does not reflect new performance standards and requirements for compost 
facilities. The new DEQ permit requires Grimm’s to comply with these performance standards 
including operating its composting processes and implementing best management practices that 
will minimize offsite odors. DEQ intends to issue the new permit to ensure that Grimm’s meets 
these performance standards. 
 
Comment 4:  Several commenters voiced concern that the odors from Grimm’s Fuel composting 
operations has diminished their property values.   
 

The smell has degraded our quality of life in this beautiful community not to mention 
having a negative impact on our property values. (Pony Ridge Residents, Oct. 30, 2103)  
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Grimm’s will have a monetary impact on the value of my home.  No one is going to want 
to buy a house where it smells.  (Virginia Green, Oct. 30, 2013) 
 
The odors are having a negative impact on our property values, market values and the 
opportunity to lease property. Adding the Feedstock 3, as it’s currently in the code, has 
raised all kinds of concerns about the impact on the property market value. I am unable 
to rent my home due to the smell so there is diminished value there. Who will compensate 
me for that diminished value when I go to sell my home?  (Andy Stirling, Oct. 30, 2013)  
 
We do not want a composting station in or near Tualatin that will diminish our 
investment. It will only become much worse, devaluing the property we own in the area.  
(Grace and Dave Cargni, Nov. 2, 201, similar comment from Virginia Green, Oct. 30, 
2013 and Melvin Jackson, Gair Properties, LLC, Nov. 8, 2013) 
 
Try to picture it if you and your family lived next to a cattle farm. Smelling manure all 
day or at least weekly is too much. We should have the right to live here in this area and 
not have to move because of the smell from Grimm’s. Our homes in this area are valued 
anywhere from $245,000-$265,000. Our values will drop if this area becomes unlivable 
due to the smells coming from Grimm’s.  (Rocky and Cheryl Bixby, Nov. 19, 2013) 

 

DEQ Response:  DEQ relies on local planning agencies to determine if a business is compatible 
with surrounding land use and zoning requirements. The City of Tualatin is also responsible for 
growth in and around these types of businesses. Impacts on property values are not assessed by 
DEQ or under DEQ’s regulatory authority.  
 
All compost facilities have some odors associated with them. Grimm’s has been operating under 
an old permit that does not reflect new performance standards and requirements for compost 
facilities. The new DEQ permit requires Grimm’s to comply with these performance standards 
including operating its composting processes and implementing best management practices that 
will minimize offsite odors. DEQ intends to issue the new permit to ensure that Grimm’s meets 
these performance standards. 
 

Odor: 
 
Comment 5:  Several people commented that odors from Grimm’s existing compost operations 
can be very strong and noxious. Several commenters requested that DEQ either shut down the 
existing compost operations or ensure that the existing compost operations be performed better 
so that there are no observable odors. Several commenters oppose any expansion of the current 
composting facility because the odors are bad now and will only get worse.  
 

I have tolerated and tell any and all of our customers that complain that that’s the way it 
is. Some days it can permeate so badly and the smell goes home with me in my nose. I 
oppose any approval of composting at Grimm’s Fuel.  (Stephen Scott, Funtime RV, Inc. 
Oct. 30, 2013) 
 
The smell is awful. It smells like being next to the dump. It is very nasty for new 
customers. The smell is between an unsafe toxic odor and one that gags you. The 
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recreational vehicles arrive from the factory with that new RV smell but after a few times 
exposed to this odor, the RVs smell like used RVs.  (Joel McKaig, Oct. 30, 2013; similar 
comment from Bob Hugh, Oct. 30, 2013) 
 
It stinks, right now. Sometimes outside on a beautiful day, you can’t be out there because, 
the air smells bad.  (Virginia Green, Oct. 30, 2013) 
 
Many times the odor becomes so overwhelming that we are forced to close our windows.  
The odor even seeps through closed windows. It was expected that Grimm’s would have 
modified the operations and mitigated the odor emissions by now, but, regretfully, the 
problems still persists. The stink has restricted our outdoor activities.  (Pony Ridge 
Residents, Oct. 30, 2013; similar comment from Virginia Green, Oct. 30, 2013,  from 
Callie Loser, Oct. 30, 2013, Brett Hamilton, Oct. 30, 2013, and Mark Eberhart, Oct. 30, 
2013) 
 
Sometimes the odor is so nasty that we run to close the windows, and often we are not 
successful because it had already filled the house.  (Ted Saedi, Oct. 30, 2013) 
 
Odor has been a problem and there is concern that the odor is not yet under control. 
(Gene and ViAnn Austin, Nov. 9, 2013) 
 
There have been no improvements to the odor issue since 1999. I have owned, lived for 
numbers of years, and developed my land for commercial use just across 99W from 
Grimm’s Fuel since 1969, thirty years prior to their development in 1999. My water 
source was then and remains today from a domestic well on my property. The air source 
until 1999 was wonderful and normal. All the monitoring for compliance, including your 
changes in 2009 and 2013 has not been successful.  (Jan Fourier, Nov. 19, 2013) 
 
Our neighborhood is full of young children who are already affected by the current odor 
levels. It smells like dog poop. Just in the last three months, there have been weeks where 
the smell has been horrible four out of seven days. I can’t fathom the smell getting any 
worse.  (Emily Gonzalez, Oct. 30, 2013)  
 
We are good neighbors to Grimm’s and are expecting Grimm’s to respect and value the 
quality of life of its neighbors.  (Pony Ridge Residents, Oct. 30, 2013) 
 
The odor has been a continuous problem. With only about 25% of all the subject property 
being used for composting, I can’t imagine how much worse it will get with approval 
from DEQ to employ all tax lots, and then add type 3 feedstocks to the composting mix.  
(Joelle Davis, Nov. 20, 2013) 
 
The draft DEQ composting Permit, for Grimm’s Fuel should not be considered further as 
the draft permit does not include operating conditions and performance standards which 
are adequate to provide the necessary assurance to the community that odors will be 
minimized and retained within the boundaries of the property. OAR 340-96-0070, 0090, 
0150.  (Jan Giunta, Oct. 30, 2013) 
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If DEQ moves ahead with granting such a permit, DEQ should consider OAR 340-096-
0150 (2) which allows for DEQ to require the facility to modify operations and otherwise 
implement all reasonable and practicable measures determined necessary by the 
Department to control and minimize adverse impacts of odors outside the boundaries of 
the facility. So if DEQ does issue a permit, then DEQ has the right and the obligation to 
the community to require Grimm’s to modify its operations and implement all reasonable 
and practicable measures to minimize odor.  (Jan Giunta, Oct. 30, 2013) 
 
Grimm’s Operation Plan should not be accepted by DEQ as the plan, Section 4 is 
inadequate to provide the necessary information and assurances that the composting 
facility will comply with required performance standards regarding odor emissions. 
Based on the approximate 100 complaints of odor emissions occurring beyond the facility 
boundaries in just the last two years, the present operation fails to meet the standard. The 
Plan continues the use of past failed practices, so DEQ and the community do not have 
the required assurance that the odor performance standard will be met in the future. 
Further though it is accepted best management practice to track wind direction and 
locate a specific cause for an isolated odor, neither of these activities constitute a viable 
odor minimization program.  (Jan Giunta, Oct. 30, 2013) 
 
The last paragraph of the risk assessment screening results letter is talking about 
Grimm’s plan for odor control. This plan must be easily accessible to the public and I am 
hoping that the plan is a fundamental change to the processing technique and goes 
beyond monitoring wind direction.  (Ted Saedi, Oct. 30, 2013) 
 
The City has not received an odor minimization plan, despite the increase in complaints 
about the odor. One would think that the owner would not wait until feedstock approval 
was granted, but would proactively work to reduce odors TODAY, with the current 
compost mix.  (Joelle Davis, Nov. 20, 2013) 

 
DEQ Response:  DEQ regulations require composting facilities to implement measures and 
methods to control and minimize adverse odor impacts outside facility boundaries. DEQ 
recognizes that composting is not an odor free operation and that a properly managed 
composting operation will have odors. Here are the rule requirements that Grimm’s must comply 
with:  
 

OAR 340-096-0070(4) All composting facilities must be designed, constructed, and operated in a manner that, to the 
greatest extent practicable, consistent with proper facility design and operation, controls and minimizes odors that are 
likely to cause adverse impacts outside the boundaries of the facility. 

 
OAR 340-096-0090(1) requires that the permittee submit and DEQ approve an operations plan. OAR 340-096-0090(1)( 
d) Odor control. The Operations Plan must describe the methods and procedures the facility will use to comply with 
OAR 340-096-0070(4) and with 340-096-0150: Odors. 

 
OAR 340-096-0150(1) The department recognizes that the microbial metabolic activity in composting piles and 
anaerobic digestion operations causes odors, and that composting facilities cannot completely eliminate all odors. All 
composting facilities must be designed, constructed, and operated in manner that, to the greatest extent practicable 
consistent with proper facility design and operation, controls and minimizes odors that are likely to cause adverse 
impacts outside the boundaries of the facility.  

OAR 340-096-0150(2): The department may require a facility to prepare an Odor Minimization Plan under section (5) 
of this rule, and may further require the facility to modify operations and otherwise implement all reasonable and 
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practicable measures determined necessary by the department to control and minimize adverse impacts of odors outside 
the boundaries of the facility. In deciding whether to require an Odor Management Plan, the department will consider 
the frequency, duration, strength and intensity of odors; the number and frequency of complaints; and the number of 
people impacted.  

According to OAR 340-096-0150(5), An odor minimization plan must include:  
(a) A management plan for malodorous feedstocks;  
(b) Procedures for receiving and recording odor complaints, immediately investigating any odor complaints to 
determine the cause of odor emissions, and promptly remedying any odor at the facility that does not meet the 
performance standards under OAR 340-096-0070(4);  
(c) Additional odor-minimizing measures, which may include the following:  
(A) Avoidance of anaerobic conditions in processes that are designed for aerobic composting;  
(B) Use of mixing for favorable composting conditions;  
(C) Formation of windrow or other composting piles into a size and shape favorable to minimizing odors;  
(D) Use of end-product compost as cover to act as a filter during early stages of composting;  
(E) Specification of a readily available supply of bulking agents, additives or odor control agents;  
(F) Procedures for avoiding delay in processing and managing feedstocks during all weather conditions; and  
(G) Methods for taking into consideration the following factors prior to turning or moving composting material:  
(i) Time of day;  
(ii) Wind direction;  
(iii) Percent moisture;  
(iv) Estimated odor potential; and  
(v) Degree of maturity. 

 
The new permit includes these new performance standards and gives DEQ the ability to enforce 
composting rule requirements regarding composting operations and odor controls. There are 
many components to the composting process that, if not operated properly, can create upset 
conditions generating odors. In response to the concerns noted in these comments, DEQ has 
modified the permit to require that Grimm’s submit an updated operations plan identifying how 
the performance standards in these rules will be met. As part of that updated operations plan, 
DEQ is requiring that Grimm’s Fuel develop and implement a compost pile height reduction plan 
as well as an updated odor minimization plan. The new permit conditions are:  
 

4.3 Updated 
Operations 
Plan 

Within 60 days of permit issuance, the permittee must update the Operations 
Plan and include a revised Odor Minimization Plan, and submit the updated 
plans for DEQ review and approval. 

Reference: Permit conditions 4.4 and 4.5 

 

4.4 Compost pile 
height 
reduction plan 

As part of the updated Operations Plan required under permit condition 4.3, 
the permittee must submit a plan identifying measures to reduce active 
compost pile heights at or below 30 feet.  The plan must include sufficient 
details describing the measures the permittee will implement to reduce pile 
heights by September 30, 2014 and must include methods to monitor and 
measure the pile to ensure the height is maintained at or below 30 feet.  The 
permittee must maintain compost pile heights at or below 30 feet on an 
ongoing basis unless otherwise allowed or restricted by DEQ based on 
necessary composting parameters and compliance with the Performance 
Standards under OAR 340-096-0070. 

Reference: Permit condition 1.4 
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4.5 Odor 
Minimization 
Plan   

 

As part of the updated Operations Plan required in condition 4.3, the permittee 
must prepare a revised Odor Minimization Plan that identifies how the 
permittee will modify operations to control and minimize adverse impacts of 
odors outside the boundaries of the facility. The odor minimization plan must 
include:  
A. A management plan for how malodorous feedstocks will be accepted, 

ground and incorporated into the composting piles as soon as practicable 
within the same day received;  

B. Procedures for receiving and recording odor complaints, immediately 
investigating any odor complaints to determine the cause of odor 
emissions, and promptly remedying any odor at the facility that does not 
meet the performance standards under OAR 340-096-0070(4);  

C. Additional odor-minimizing measures, including the following:  
i. Avoidance of anaerobic conditions in the composting processes;  
ii. Use of mixing for favorable composting conditions;  
iii. Formation of windrow or other composting piles into a size and 

shape favorable to minimizing odors;  
iv. Use of end-product compost as cover to act as a filter during early 

stages of composting;  
v. Specification of a readily available supply of bulking agents, 

additives or odor control agents;  
vi. Procedures for avoiding delay in processing and managing 

feedstocks during all weather conditions; and  
D. Methods for taking into consideration the following factors prior to turning 

or moving composting material:  
i. Time of day;  
ii. Wind direction;  
iii. Percent moisture;  
iv. Estimated odor potential; and  
v. Degree of maturity. 

 
Reference: OAR 340-096-0150(5) 
 

4.6 Odor 
Minimization 
Plan 
implementation 

The permittee must implement the Odor Minimization Plan upon DEQ 
approval.   

4.7  Updated Odor 
Minimization 
Plan 

The permittee must review and update the Odor Minimization Plan as needed 
to reflect changing conditions or upon DEQ request. The updated plan must be 
submitted to DEQ for review and approval.  

 
The DEQ solid waste permit also requires that Grimm’s respond to complaints in permit 
condition 9.15:  
 
9.15 Complaints 

The permittee must attempt to resolve all complaints it receives regarding facility operations by 
doing the following: 

 Contact the complainant within 24 hours to discuss the problem; 

 Keep a record of the complaint, name and phone number of the complainant (when possible), 
date complaint was received and date of, and response by, the facility operator; and 

 Immediately initiate procedures at the facility, when possible, to resolve the problem identified 
by the complainant. 

For odor, litter or dust complaints, the permittee must report to DEQ as soon as complaints are 
received at the facility from five (5) different businesses and/or individuals about a given event or 
if an odor event lasts longer than 24 hours without resolution or mitigation. 
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DEQ will inspect and evaluate Grimm’s composting operations to ensure compliance with 
DEQ’s composting requirements. As necessary, DEQ will require facility improvements to 
address documented operational concerns and compliance issues. 
 
Composting method: 
 
Comment 6:  Commenters requested that DEQ require Grimm’s to use a different composting 
process such as an anaerobic digester or covered windrows with forced air similar to the process 
used at Nature’s Needs. 
 

The composting process of open air, pile it high does not work now to control or reduce 
odors as evidence by the hundred complaints in the last two years. As our homes are only 
350 yards from Grimm’s facility, a proven composting system which truly minimizes 
odors must be used by Grimm’s. Grimm’s, in order to be a good neighbor, must alter the 
composting process of a large-pile method. Grimm’s must adopt the current best 
practices, such as anaerobic digester or covered windrows with forced-air similar to that 
used by Nature’s Needs in North Plains.  (Pony Ridge Residents, Oct. 30, 2013) 
 
A modern composting method needs to be requested where compost piles are located so 
close to the residents.  (Ted Saedi, Oct. 30, 2013) 
 
The present use of large pile composting processes and the use of a Caterpillar D-9 do 
not constitute measures and operations which meet the standards of this section as 
evidenced by the continued odor emissions beyond facility boundaries over the last two 
years. Until Grimm’s changes its big pile process and the primary aeration system of a 
D-9, odor emissions beyond the facility boundaries will continue.  (Jan Giunta, Oct. 30, 
2013) 
 
What I question in the existing permit, is the use of Type 3 feedstocks. And I object to a 
permit that would allow that just through modification of the operating plan as opposed 
to looking at the technology involved. EPA has a best management practices guidance 
document that talks about methods for composting food waste. They are basically forced-
air piles or turned windrows, neither of which technique I think is done at Grimm’s now. 
I did read the draft permit and operating plan and EPA recommends keeping track of 
particle size, oxygen, moisture, carbon-to-nitrogen ratio and temperature. I really only 
saw discussion of temperature in the operating plan.  (Chad Darby, Oct. 30, 2013) 
 
-Washington County Citizen Action Network is supportive of neighbors who are objecting 
to an expansion of Grimm’s permit. There are better solutions than just ongoing 
expansions of big, smelly, offensive projects in your own neighborhood. There are other 
ways we could be handling solid wastes. We could be doing it anaerobically. We could be 
doing it on a distributed basis instead of hauling all of it off to one great big place and 
compounding the air problems and the water problems and the soil problems for the 
people who have to be near that one big place. Some of these ideas are way outside the 
framework of what’s currently our regulatory system, but people working together can, 
over time, influence what those regulatory systems provide. I invite you to join with us 
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and some of the things that we can do together to bring about change that really will 
protect our environment, will protect our health and will protect our quality of life in 
ways that the current regulatory structure doesn’t seem to be quite doing.  (Linda Peters, 
Oct. 30, 2013) 

 
DEQ Response:  DEQ rules do not identify the type of composting required to meet the 
regulatory performance standards. There are many different composting methods used around 
the state and one method is not necessarily better than the other. A composter may use static 
piles, aerated windrows, anaerobic digestion or other composting techniques as long as the 
composting operation meets performance standards. DEQ compost rules establish performance 
standards that composting operations must meet. Ultimately, it is the composting facility’s 
responsibility to demonstrate to DEQ that operations meet applicable requirements. If DEQ 
determines and documents that a facility’s methods are not meeting performance standards 
including controlling and minimizing odor adverse impacts, DEQ will require the facility to 
implement necessary changes.  
 
As discussed above, DEQ has modified the permit to require an updated operations plan, an odor 
minimization plan, and is requiring a phased in approach to accepting residential food waste 
feedstocks. Please see the responses to comments #5 and #7. 
 
Feedstocks: 
 
Comment 7:  DEQ received a substantial number of comments opposing acceptance of food 
waste (Type 3 feedstocks) due to odor concerns.   
 

Grimm’s produces a terrible, sickening smell from their operation as it exists now. They 
should not be allowed to process rotten food.  (Bob Barnes, Oct. 30, 2013) 
 
The possibility of adding Type 3 feedstocks is really concerning, now or in the future. If 
we increase the kinds of feedstocks that includes dead animals, that makes me really 
concerned.  (Virginia Green, Oct. 30, 2013; similar comment from John Fettig, Oct. 30, 
2013) 
 
It seems like vegetative matter has a certain type of effect or level, but once you add 
lipids or fats from animal product, meat, fat, other organics that would come from Type 3 
feedstocks, I think the odor level would go up and I don’t think it should.  (Mark 
Eberhart, Oct. 30, 2013) 
 
Until Grimm’s updates it composting process, they should not be allowed to receive Type 
3 residential feedstocks. Our community does not need to go through the same experience 
as the North Plains community did in 2012-2013. Grimm’s needs to fix the current odor 
problem before accepting Type 3 feedstocks. The allowance of Type 3 feedstocks should 
be deleted from this proposed permit, as Grimm’s has yet to resolve their repeated 
current odor problems with the current permit for Type 1 and Type 2 feedstocks.  (Pony 
Ridge Residents, Oct. 30, 2013; similar comment from Ted Saedi, Oct. 30, 201, Cliff 
Herbison, Oct. 30, 2013; Cindy Phillips, Oct. 30, 2013 and Aracely Drlik, Oct. 30, 2013) 
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I can’t fathom the smell getting any worse from a compost pile that contains Type 3 
feedstock, which includes meat and dairy food waste and dead animals.  (Emily 
Gonzalez, Oct. 30, 2013; similar comment from Cindy Phillips, Oct. 30, 2013)) 
 
Under no conditions should Grimm’s be allowed to accept commercial Type 3 feedstocks. 
Based on  the number of odor complaints in the last 2 years and the reality that the 
present composting process does not control odors as required by the State of Oregon 
performance standards for composters, that Grimm’s should not be allowed to receive 
type 3 residential feedstocks. (Jan Giunta, Oct. 30, 2013; Pony Ridge Residents, Oct. 30, 
2013, Kat Taylor, Nov. 19, 2013) 
 
It will only get worse if they are allowed to bring in composting from Portland. I am 
totally opposed of permitting any Type 3 feedstocks.  (similar comment from Jan Fourier, 
Nov. 19, 2013, Elizabeth Piazza, Nov. 20, 2013) 
 
We will be infested with flies, beyond our imagination, if food waste is allowed to be 
recycled in our city.  (FunTimeRVInc, Nov. 3, 2013)  
 
North Plains citizens are dealing with this very issue and we do not want to take on this 
nightmare. Didn't you learn anything from what happened in North Plains? These food 
composting activities should be done in less populated areas and not near homes and 
businesses.  (Kat Taylor, Nov. 19, 2013, Elizabeth Piazza, Nov. 20, 2013) 
 
Why in the world would you allow something like food waste to be processed near homes, 
care facilities, and other businesses?  (Elizabeth Piazza, Nov. 20, 2013; similar comment 
from Annie Vigileos, Nov. 18, 2103) 
 
I understand the permit will be awarded but I am hopeful that the conditions of the permit 
are such that it would be impossible for this facility to expand.  (John and Kathy Maher, 
Nov. 19, 2013)  
 
It is of great concern that Grimm’s Fuel be allowed to compost Type 3 feedstocks without 
greater regulations. Allowing noxious odors can affect the health and well being of our 
employees and would have an impact on our ability to retain and hire employees.  (Theo 
Treske, Oct. 30, 2013) 
 
If you do permit this activity to occur with this Type 3 food waste, then please make sure 
that there’s checkpoints involved where citizen comment is taken and considered, and so 
that we have the opportunity to come and talk about our experiences, if they’re not 
complying with their permit. Please don’t let this facility accept Type 3 food waste. It’s 
not appropriate for this location or this facility.  (Andy Stirling, Oct. 30, 2013) 
 
Please do not allow dead animal and food waste composting. This poses a hazard to 
groundwater and surface water, can jeopardize the health of domestic livestock, wildlife 
and pets in addition to the horrible smells that we already detect a mile away.  (Toni 
Anderson, Nov. 2, 2013; similar comment from Melvin Jackson, Gair Properties, Nov. 8, 
2013; Ginnie Pearsall, Gair Properties LLC, Nov. 18, 2013) 
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This reminds me of the Redland dump when I-205 was new. I used to drive by it, try to 
hold my breath, but the smell would still be in my nose for hours afterward. I’m 
concerned this will pollute our town for years to come.  (Toni Anderson, Oct. 30, 2013) 

 
DEQ Response:  Grimm’s received land use approval to accept Type 3 feedstocks, specifically 
residential food waste, through a conditional use permit from the City of Tualatin. After 
receiving land use approval, Grimm’s updated their DEQ permit application to seek 
authorization to accept residential food waste. Grimm’s also updated their operations plan 
providing information to DEQ on how residential food waste would be accepted, handled and 
processed. After reviewing the comments received, DEQ has modified the compost permit to 
require that Grimm’s demonstrate compliance with performance standards and update their 
composting operations showing how they will reduce odor impacts outside the boundaries of 
their facility. Please see the response to comment #5 above.  
 
In addition, DEQ will modify the permit to clarify that the only Type 3 feedstock that is 
authorized is residential food waste mixed with yard debris. 
 
Grimm’s did not request authorization to accept dead animals (a Type 3 feedstock) in this DEQ 
permitting process. Based on the public concerns regarding the potential for Grimm’s to accept dead 
animals, DEQ has included a permit condition prohibiting the acceptance of dead animals. 
 
DEQ has also modified the permit to require that Grimm’s phase in composting of Type 3 
feedstocks by starting with a small amount of residential food waste, up to 200 tons per month and 
complete a demonstration project documenting that composting of residential food waste can be 
done in a manner verifying compliance with the performance standards prior to expanding and 
demonstrate that following permit conditions. Permit language that is underlined indicates new 
permit language and language with a strikethrough strikethrough indicates deleted permit language.  
 
1.1 In this 

section 
This section describes the activities the permittee is authorized to conduct, 
including: 

 Authorization to receive specific types of  Types 1-3 feedstocks; 

 Criteria for residential food waste authorization; 

 Residential food waste demonstration project; 

 Authorization to receive other feedstocks or amendments; 

 Authorization of other activities; and 

 Water quality activities. 

1.2 Authorization to receive Types 1 – 3 feedstocks  

This permit authorizes the facility to accept the following feedstocks (Note:  a detailed list of authorized 
feedstocks is listed in the Department-approved Operations Plan for this site.): 

A. Types 1 and 2 Feedstocks are authorized to be accepted at this facility.   
 

B. The only Type 3 feedstocks authorized to be accepted at this facility is curbside collected residential 
food waste mixed with yard debris. Type 3 Feedstocks cannot be accepted unless Grimm’s receives 
prior written approval from DEQ. and only after Grimm’s Fuel Company obtains a Metro franchise 
agreement as part of an approved organics collection program. If the permittee receives these 
approvals, then Type 3 feedstocks may be used to meet up to 25% of the composting volume. .        
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Reference: Permit conditions 1.3, 1.4, 2.2and 3.2 
 

1.3 Criteria for 
residential 
food waste 
authorization 

The permittee must complete the following prior to receiving DEQ written 
approval to accept residential food waste: 

A. Facility compost operations must be in compliance with the permit 
conditions and applicable compost regulations; 

B. Submit updated Operations Plans for DEQ review and approval. The 
updated plan must address the demonstration project requirements in 
permit section 1.4 and the following: 

i. accepting, managing and processing residential food waste; 
ii. incorporating incoming residential food waste in a timely 

manner into compost piles to control and minimize odors and 
prevent vectors; 

iii. implementing additional odor control measures to control and 
minimize odors from the acceptance and management of 
residential food waste;  

iv. monitoring compost piles for oxygen, C:N ratio, moisture 
content, and other necessary composting parameters;    

v. formation of compost piles to prevent anaerobic conditions 
including maintaining pile heights at or below 30 feet; 

vi. leachate management including preventing formation of  
leachate puddles, reducing leachate generation, leachate 
collection and odor controls for leachate collection and spray 
system;  

vii. monitoring pile and weather conditions prior to turning piles to 
control and minimize odors and dust; and  

viii. recordkeeping to track and monitor incoming residential food 
waste tonnage. 

C. Submit facility complaint records and facility response for the last six 
months prior to date of submittal; and 

D. Submit documentation indicating the permittee has written approval 
from Metro to accept residential food waste. 
 

Reference: Permit conditions 1.2, 1.4 and 4.4 
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1.4 Residential 
food waste 
demonstration 
project 

The permittee must demonstrate an effective and efficient compost operation 
for residential food wastes that complies with the conditions of this permit and 
applicable DEQ regulations by conducting a demonstration project with DEQ 
approval.  
 

A. Prior to initiating the demonstration project of residential curbside 
collected composting program, the permittee must prepare an updated 
Operations Plan explaining how residential food waste mixed with yard 
debris will be accepted, incorporated into the composting process, and 
how the composting process will be conducted and evaluated to 
ensure compliance with the Performance Standards under OAR 340-
096-0070. 

 
B. The permittee may accept up to 200 tons per month of residential 

food waste at the facility during the demonstration project unless DEQ 
otherwise approves or restricts. 

 
C. Prior to increasing the amount of residential food waste that may be 

accepted, the permittee must submit to DEQ for review and approval a 
written report evaluating the demonstration project. The permittee may 
submit the written report after accepting and composting residential 
food waste for at least 90 days. 

 
D. The written evaluation report must include, at a minimum: 

i. a summary of the residential food waste compost operations;  
ii. a summary of the wastes accepted for the compost operations; 
iii. a summary of how the incoming wastes are incorporated in a 

timely manner to control and minimize odors;  
iv. an evaluation of the effectiveness of the composting method for 

properly managing residential food wastes including but not limited 
to odors, anaerobic conditions, leachate prevention and 
management, dust control and vectors; 

v. a description of any problems encountered and measures taken to 
address and resolve the problems;  

vi. verification that acceptance, sorting, grinding, storage and 
transport to and from the site are conducted in a manner to 
prevent offsite dust, odors or runoff problems. Verification may 
include submittals of daily logs verifying that the site has been 
swept and watered, all complaints addressed, and photo 
documentation of operations; 

vii. any recommended changes to the Operations Plan or composting 
method to address operations problems encountered; and 

viii. a detailed request documenting effective and sufficient operations 
to allow for an increase in residential food waste tonnage.  
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  E. DEQ will evaluate the written report and facility operation to determine if operations 

are being conducted to successfully demonstrate compliance with DEQ rules and 
permit requirements including meeting performance standards of condition 3.2 
regarding control of dust, odors, runoff or other water pollution concerns. If DEQ 
determines that performance standards are being met, DEQ may authorize an 
increase in the amount of residential food waste accepted by the permittee. DEQ 
may require that the demonstration project continue with this increased amount of 
residential food waste and require a new written evaluation per 1.4 D. above. 
 

F. The demonstration project timeframe is 180 days unless DEQ in writing requires a 
continued demonstration project phase, determines that residential food waste 
cannot be accepted or approves acceptance of food waste on an ongoing basis. 
 

G. The permittee may not expand the residential food waste operations beyond the 
demonstration project without written approval of DEQ.  

 
Reference: Permit conditions 1.2, 1.3, 2.2  and 3.2 
 
 

 

1.35 Authorization 
to receive 
other 
feedstocks or 
amendments  

Feedstocks or amendments excluded from the above authorization may not be 
accepted unless DEQ has approved in writing an updated site Operations Plan 
which describes the new feedstocks or amendments as well as the procedures 
to make sure that Type 3 feedstocks remain below 25% of composting volume. 
DEQ may require a demonstration project similar to that identified in conditions 
1.3 and 1.4 above prior to allowing acceptance of additional feedstocks.   

 

2.2 Prohibited feedstocks or wastes  

The permittee is prohibited from accepting materials for composting that are not 
specifically authorized in Section 1.2 of this permit, unless the materials have been 
approved in accordance with the requirements of Section 1.3  1.5 of this permit.  
 
The permittee must not accept dead animals at the facility.  
 
The permittee must not accept any wood waste that does not meet the definition of wood 
waste in OAR 340-093-0030. 
 
The permittee must not accept unsorted, mixed domestic solid waste as a feedstock or 
for disposal at the composting facility.  
 
The permittee must not accept any materials that are listed in OAR 340-093-0040, as 
prohibited from disposal at solid waste disposal sites, including but not limited to 
hazardous waste as defined in ORS 466.005 and OAR 340, Division 101.   

 
Comment 8:  Metro recommends that DEQ withhold its conditional inclusion of Type 3 
feedstocks. Granting such premature approval of Type 3 feedstock would indicate that Grimm’s 
Fuel has already submitted acceptable facility design plans and operating procedures to the 
DEQ (and Metro) that fully address management of these feedstocks. However, it is Metro’s 
understanding that Grimm’s Fuel has not developed nor submitted such plans to DEQ (and has 
not submitted such plans to Metro). In addition, no local jurisdictions in Washington County are 
currently planning to implement a residential food waste and yard debris collection program in 
the near future.  
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Metro supports a permit renewal for Grimm’s Fuel which does not include the Type 3 feedstocks, 
even if restricted to residentially generated food scraps mixed with yard debris. Rather, the DEQ 
should require the facility to apply for a future permit modification and provide the public with 
an opportunity to comment at that time. It is important that Grimm’s Fuel develop and submit a 
satisfactory facility design and operating plan for managing any Type 3 feedstock when that type 
of feedstock is more likely to be available. 
 
It is important for Metro and DEQ to be consistent in both timing and substance when issuing 
authorizations for facilities to manage new materials, especially feedstocks, such as food waste 
that present additional operational and processing challenges.  (Scott Robinson, Metro, Nov. 12, 
2013) 
 
DEQ Response:  DEQ agrees that Grimm’s must demonstrate that composting food waste can 
be done so in compliance with regulatory performance standards. To address the concerns that 
DEQ has heard during the public comment period, DEQ has modified the proposed permit to 
require that Grimm’s provide an updated operations plan including an updated odor 
minimization plan. DEQ has modified the permit to prevent acceptance of commercial food 
waste and dead animals. DEQ has added a permit condition that requires that Grimm’s conduct a 
demonstration project and phase in acceptance and composting of residential food waste. Prior to 
initiating the demonstration project, Grimm’s must meet several requirements as identified in the 
modified condition 1.4. One of the requirements is that Grimm’s must submit documentation 
indicating written approval from Metro to accept residential food waste. Please see DEQ’s 
response to comment #7 above.  
 
DEQ agrees that Metro and DEQ must work cooperatively together when issuing authorizations 
for facilities to manage new materials and weighs that effort in making final determinations 
regarding permit issuance. In this case, DEQ considers the additional permit conditions to 
address the concerns Metro has raised about ensuring that Grimm’s has the capability to operate 
its compost facility effectively currently and as Grimm’s considers adding in food waste to the 
composting process. If needed, DEQ can modify the permit to address timing or substance issues 
related to managing new feedstocks, and the need for additional operational controls and 
parameters.  
 
Comment 9:  The public should be informed and granted a public comment period if Grimm's 
Fuel makes the decision to accept Class A sewage sludge for composting at this facility. If the 
company goes ahead to seek a permit for non-Class A sewage sludge, DEQ must do much more 
robust public outreach to discuss the concern. (Cassie Cohen, Nov. 16, 2013) 
 
DEQ Response:  Grimm’s has not asked to accept sewage sludge. DEQ has modified permit 
condition 2.5 to require a permit modification if Grimm’s desires to accept any type of sewage 
sludge. In addition, Grimm’s would be required to apply for the applicable water quality permit. 
As part of any permit modification to allow acceptance of sewage sludge, DEQ would conduct a 
public involvement effort including at least a formal public comment period for such a permit 
modification. Permit language that is underlined indicates new permit language and language with a 
strike through strikethrough indicates deleted permit language. The revised language is:  
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2.5 Sewage 
sludge 
(biosolids) 

The permittee must not accept any sewage sludge for composting at this 
facility, except Class A exceptional quality biosolids.  If the permittee wishes to 
accept sewage sludge, other than Class A exceptional quality biosolids, then 
the permittee must request a permit modification of this solid waste permit and 
obtain the applicable water quality permit, in lieu of this solid waste permit, as 
required under ORS 468B and OAR 340-050. 

 
Permit Conditions: 
 
Comment 10:  Commenters felt that a 10 year permit is too long. 
 

The proposed time period of ten years is not acceptable without public comment periods 
built into it at critical junctures.  (Pony Ridge Residents, Oct. 30, 2013) 
 
I don't think the permit should be granted period, but granting it for a 10 year period is 
ridiculous.  (Annie Vigileos, Nov. 18, 2013) 

 
A ten year period is excessive. I recommend a trial period of only two years in order to 
assess conformance with the required performance standards.  (Jan Giunta, Oct. 30, 
2013)  

 
DEQ Response:  Oregon law, Oregon Revised Statute (ORS) 459.245 authorizes DEQ to issue 
composting permits for a period up to ten years. DEQ intends to issue this permit for the 
maximum ten year time period. DEQ may initiate modifications to a permit at any time to 
include new regulatory changes or other conditions as appropriate. DEQ has modified the permit 
to require an updated operations plan and an updated odor minimization plan, as well as a 
demonstration project for acceptance of residential food waste feedstocks to make sure that if 
Grimm’s accepts residential food waste, the facility can do so in a way that demonstrates 
compliance with performance standards. DEQ has also specifically identified in the permit the 
performance standards that compost facilities need to meet by rule. Permit language that is 
underlined indicates new permit language and language with a strike through strikethrough indicates 
deleted permit language. Revised permit condition 3.2: 
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3.2 Performance 
Standards 

The composting facility must be operated in conformance with the performance 
standards identified in OAR 340-096-0070: 

(1) All composting facilities must be designed, constructed, and operated in a 
manner that does not cause a discharge of leachate, liquid digestate, or 
stormwater from the facility to surface water, except when such discharge is in 
compliance with a discharge permit issued by the department.  

(2) All composting facilities that collect and dispose of leachate, liquid digestate, 
or stormwater in engineered structures must comply with the applicable 
requirements of OAR 340-096-0130: Special Rules Pertaining to Composting: 
Biogas, Liquid Digestate and Leachate Collection Design and Management 
Requirements.  

(3) All composting facilities must be designed, constructed, and operated in a 
manner that does not cause a likely adverse impact to groundwater under OAR 
340 Division 40. All composting facilities proposing to use infiltration in soil as a 
method for managing leachate, liquid digestate, or stormwater must comply with 
OAR 340-096-0120: Groundwater Protection.  

(4) All composting facilities must be designed, constructed, and operated in a 
manner that, to the greatest extent practicable, consistent with proper facility 
design and operation, controls and minimizes odors that are likely to cause 
adverse impacts outside the boundaries of the facility.  

(5) All composting facilities must be designed, constructed, and operated in a 
manner that achieves human pathogen reduction as required by OAR 340-096-
0140: Pathogen Reduction.  

(6) All composting facilities must be designed, constructed, and operated in a 
manner that controls (6) All composting facilities must be designed, constructed, 
and operated in a manner that controls or prevents propagation, harborage, or 
attraction of vectors, including but not limited to rats, birds, and flies.  

(7) All composting facilities that produce, collect or store biogas must be 
designed, constructed, and operated to meet state and local fire regulations to 
address the potential for fire and explosions.  

(8) All composting facilities that collect, store and manage liquid digestate must 
demonstrate adequate capacity to store or remove the digestate. For facilities 
that land apply, storage must be provided for periods when the production of 
liquid digestate exceeds the capacity of the soil to use the digestate at 
agronomic rates including during wet winter months.  

(9) All composting facilities must comply with all other applicable laws and 
regulations. 

 
 
Comment 11: Paragraph 9.15 is mandating Grimm’s to report if complaints for every incident 
where odor last for 24 hours. I think every complaint, for every event that lasts more than two 
hours deserves reporting to DEQ.  (Ted Saedi, Oct. 30, 2013) 
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DEQ Response:  This permit condition captures rule language from OAR 340-096-0150 which 
requires a permittee to notify DEQ when odor, dust or litter complaints are received from five 
different businesses or individuals for a particular incident or if an odor incident lasts longer than 
24 hours without resolution or mitigation. The permit also contains a condition that Grimm’s  
maintain a complaints log for each complaint received regardless of the duration of the odor 
event or other event that triggers the complaint. In the complaints log, Grimm’s must document 
the steps taken to address the complaints. DEQ will review the complaints log during periodic 
inspections. In addition, citizens may file a complaint with DEQ through the DEQ complaints 
intake system. DEQ forwards complaints about permitted facilities to the permittee to address 
and the complaints must be captured in the permit required complaint log. DEQ also will follow 
up on complaints that DEQ receives.  
 
When DEQ receives odor complaints about a DEQ permitted facility, DEQ will independently 
seek to verify odor sources. DEQ will evaluate whether to apply its nuisance odor strategy. DEQ 
will ask the complainant to provide detailed information about the odor in a telephone interview or 
through the submission of an Odor Intake form. DEQ does not assume that a permittee is in violation 
based solely on the existence of complaints. DEQ will apply a progressive evaluation of odor 
complaints that seeks to identify odor sources and evaluate whether the source of odors is doing what 
is required by rules and permits. If this is the case, then DEQ will first seek to resolve ongoing odors 
through cooperative voluntary remedies prior to moving to an enforcement strategy.  
 
More information on how to make an environmental complaint can be found at this link: 
 
http://www.deq.state.or.us/complaints/rep.htm  
 
More information on DEQ’s nuisance strategy can be found at this link: 
 
http://www.deq.state.or.us/programs/enforcement/docs/complaints/NOSfs.pdf  
 
Comment 12: Concerning the 25% volume of compost, I suggest the draft to be modified to start 
from say, 10%.  (Ata (Ted) Saedi, Oct. 31, 2013) 
 
DEQ Response:  DEQ has modified the conditions of Section 1 to require a demonstration 
project for the acceptance of residential food waste. The volume limitation has been removed 
altogether because the rules require that the facility must meet performance standards. Achieving 
performance standards will dictate how much of a particular feedstock type a facility can accept.   
 
See the modified permit conditions in the response to comment # 7 above.  
 
 
Complaints Reporting and Monitoring: 
 
Comment 13: Several people commented that they were unaware of DEQ’s complaints intake 
system and how to make an environmental complaint. Others felt that they should not have to 
make complaints but instead DEQ should be actively verifying compliance. 
 

http://www.deq.state.or.us/complaints/rep.htm
http://www.deq.state.or.us/programs/enforcement/docs/complaints/NOSfs.pdf
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Nobody knew that there was a reporting system in place, nobody knew what to do. I 
didn’t know there was a way to get a complaint registered.  (Emily Gonzalez, Oct. 30, 
2013; similar comment from Andy Stirling, Oct.30, 2013) 

 
Many residents learned of the reporting process in 2011, which is why there has been an 
uptick in complaints. Many residents rely on a few individuals to make those complaints 
on behalf of their neighborhoods, as we all have busy lives and cannot spend every day 
on the phone with regulatory authorities.  (Joelle Davis, Nov. 20, 2013) 
 
Why should we, as homeowners or business owners, have to be the vigilant ones who 
have DEQ on speed dial? If the odors spoil a special occasion back yard party, what 
good will a call do then? The damage will already have been done. Does DEQ rely solely 
on complaint based reports to know if one suspects lack of compliance, or will DEQ 
regularly monitor the facility?  (Jonathan Crane, Oct. 31, 2013) 
 
I want to submit about 52 complaints. I’d like these entered into the record. (Jan Giunta, 
Oct. 30, 2013) 

 
DEQ Response:  DEQ recommends that people who observe odors or offsite dust file 
complaints directly with a permitted facility as well as to DEQ. The DEQ solid waste permit 
requires that the permittee investigate any complaint that the permittee receives, keep a log and 
identify what action is taken in response to the complaint. Reporting complaints directly to the 
facility requires the operator to log and address the reported concerns quickly. In addition, DEQ 
takes complaints about facilities. DEQ may refer a complaint to a permitted facility for follow up 
or may determine that DEQ needs to investigate the complaint. DEQ tracks complaints and uses 
the complaint information to determine if DEQ needs to take additional action regarding a 
facility such as conducting more frequent inspections, requiring a facility to undertake additional 
best management practices, or requiring a facility to undertake additional controls. If the 
complaints are about odors, DEQ will evaluate and determine whether to initiate DEQ’s nuisance 
strategy to address the odors. In addition to complaint response, DEQ conducts regular 
inspections at permitted facilities. Please also see the response to comment #11 above. 
 
Comment 14: The results of Grimm’s testing and inspections should be easily accessible to the 
public. The odor control plan should be easily accessible to the public also.  
 
DEQ Response:  Testing results, inspection reports, the operations plan and other information in 
DEQ files are public records and can be accessed through a public records request. For 
information about the public records request process or to request records, please see the 
following DEQ webpage; http://www.deq.state.or.us/records/recordsRequestFAQ.htm . 
 
 
Air Quality: 
 
Comment 15: Several commenters requested that DEQ require an air quality permit of this 
compost facility to address air emissions and toxic air pollutants. 
 

http://www.deq.state.or.us/records/recordsRequestFAQ.htm
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Washington Department of Ecology requires air permits for food waste composting 
facilities. They recently did a study of composting facilities on the east side and west side 
of the state and what they found was that in the wetter climate there are significantly 
more hazardous air pollutants emitted from food waste composting facilities. From their 
study there was one facility that emitted over eleven tons of acetaldehyde emissions, in 
addition to formaldehyde, benzene, and other compounds, as well as odor-causing 
compounds. That would require an air quality permit in the State of Oregon. Under OAR 
340-216-0020, Air Contaminant Discharge Permits, Tables 1 & 2, it talks about types of 
facilities that require air permits. There is a category for facilities that have the potential 
to emit more than 10 tons of a single hazardous air pollutant and one for “all other 
sources not listed herein that DEQ determines an air quality concern exists or one which 
would emit significant malodorous emissions. Both of those would trigger air permitting.  
What is Oregon doing about air permitting if Type 3 feedstocks are allowed?  (Chad 
Darby, Oct. 30, 2013) 

 
We firmly believe that DEQ should consider air quality standards and the need for an air 
quality permit in this case. The gases emitted in the composting process could include 
toxic or otherwise harmful or dangerous (think explosions) gases. Something that smells 
this bad can’t possibly be healthy for human exposure. I fail to see how DEQ has failed 
to include an air quality standard, since odor is essentially a gas.  (Joelle Davis, Nov. 20, 
2013) 

 
DEQ Response:  The proposed permit is a DEQ solid waste permit. DEQ’s Solid Waste 
Program has referred these comments and the data provided to DEQ’s Air Quality Program. 
DEQ’s Air Quality Program is evaluating this data as well as data from California and 
Washington to determine if compost facilities in Oregon should be required to obtain DEQ air 
quality permits. In the meantime, DEQ will issue the DEQ solid waste composting permit to 
Grimm’s. If DEQ’s Air Quality Program determines composting operations require air permits, 
DEQ will work with each composting facility, as appropriate, to comply with applicable air 
quality requirements. 
 
Dust: 
 
Comment 16: DEQ received comments voicing concern about dust from composting as well as 
concern that the dust may contain pathogens. 
 

I also wanted to comment on the opacity. 250 microns is visible dust. However, it’s not 
respirable or inhalable. The thing that concerns me about Type 3 foodstocks is they carry 
something that the current feedstocks don’t carry and that is human-borne pathogens, 
including viruses and bacterias, which require very careful monitoring of temperature 
and oxygen levels, etc. to make sure that those are adequately destroyed. I currently buy 
all my soil there now, but unfortunately, I probably won’t in the future just because of the 
coner4 about food-borne pathogens if Type 3 foodstocks are accepted there. Inhalable 
particles are PM10 and less. PM2.5 is the primary concern. Bacteria, spores, viruses can 
be found in larger particles but they won’t be detectable through just visibility so dust 
monitoring for accepting Type 3 feedstocks needs to be ratcheted up.  (Chad Darby, Oct. 
30, 2013) 
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I have concerns if Type 3 feedstocks are accepted just because of the concern about food-
borne pathogens. I constantly have to wash the roofs of our RV’s.  (Jerry Fisk, Oct. 30, 
2013) 

 
I am concerned about the dust and spores and what those spores contain that the wind 
would carry into our neighborhood from a compost pile that contains Type 3 feedstock, 
which includes meat and dairy food waste and dead animals.  (Emily Gonzalez, Oct. 30, 
2013) 
 
The same wind that carries the odor and particulates are also going to carry whatever 
materials are being generated from the putrefaction of these carcasses. What is going to 
be invading my house, and my body through, you know, breathing it, if what we’re also 
having is putrefying dead animals wafting through the breezes?  (Cindy Phillips, Oct. 30, 
2013) 
 
Adding food waste and the possible airborne human pathogens could harm the 
vulnerable residents living at Farmington Square.  (Elizabeth Piazza, Nov. 20, 2013) 

 
How does DEQ know if a facility is out of compliance for dust? How does DEQ 
measure/monitor that; against what standards?  (Jonathan Crane, Oct. 31, 2013) 

 
DEQ Response:  There are several processing areas where dust may be created such as grinding, 
compost turning, screening, and transferring of material to the curing pile. Dust can be a concern 
regarding public health if not properly controlled. Dust controls and best management practices 
are key elements to Grimm’s operations plan to ensure that public health is being protected.   
 
DEQ regulations for composting facilities require facilities to have effective methods to reduce 
or avoid dust from operations and to prevent dust on facility roads from vehicle traffic. Facilities 
are prohibited from emitting particulate matter larger than 250 microns in size at sufficient 
duration or quantity resulting in observable deposition upon another person’s property. DEQ 
requires that the facility address these requirements through best management practices as 
identified in the operations plan that DEQ approves. Facilities are required to take reasonable 
precautions to prevent dust from becoming airborne through operational and best management 
practices such as applying water while conducting operations (turning of piles or grinding 
feedstocks), cleaning trucks before they leave the facility, and sweeping roads.   
 
DEQ has modified Grimm’s permit to require an updated operations plan (permit condition 4.3) 
to demonstrate how dust will be controlled. In addition, DEQ will require a demonstration 
project of residential food waste feedstocks and an evaluation of how the performance standards 
will be met (permit conditions 1.3 and 1.4).  
 
DEQ does not require monitoring equipment to verify compliance with this performance 
standard. DEQ conducts regular inspections at compost facilities and also responds to 
complaints. DEQ will visually inspect the site to determine if dust is a concern and require 
corrective action if dust is observed leaving the site. 
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Please also see the responses to comments #5 and #7 above. 
 
Water Quality: 
 
Comment 17: It also concerns me about the quality of our water. This poses a hazard to 
groundwater and surface water which can jeopardize the health of domestic livestock, wildlife 
and pets.  (Toni Anderson, Nov. 2, 2013) 
 
DEQ Response:  When DEQ evaluated Grimm’s composting operations, DEQ determined that 
their composting operations posed a potential environmental risk to groundwater and surface 
water. DEQ is not saying that Grimm’s is currently creating water quality impacts only that 
Grimm’s operations are capable of creating impacts if not properly managed. This is the reason 
for requiring a full composting permit which includes oversight of potential water quality 
impacts.   
 
Environmental monitoring:  
  
Comment 18: Grimm's Fuel should be responsible for paying for monitoring of environmental 
risks, every 6 months, and provide DEQ and the Tualatin public with ongoing surface water 
testing, groundwater testing, odor and air quality testing.  (Cassie Cohen, Nov. 16, 2013) 
 
The result of testing and inspections should be easily accessible to the public.  (Ted Saedi, Oct. 
30, 2013) 
 
DEQ Response: Grimm’s operates under a NPDES (National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System) storm water discharge permit which requires that surface water samples be collected 
quarterly. Grimm’s is responsible for paying for the monitoring. The data collected is used by 
DEQ to assure surface water protection. The data will also be evaluated by DEQ’s Solid Waste 
staff for groundwater concerns. These samples are required to be analyzed for general parameters 
such as oil and grease, pH and sector specific parameters such as phosphorus and nitrogen 
compounds.  
 
DEQ does not require separate testing for odor or air quality. If the DEQ nuisance strategy is 
triggered, then DEQ may conduct odor surveys around the facility. 
 
DEQ will conduct regular inspections of Grimm’s to determine compliance with its solid waste 
permit. All inspection results and testing results are public record and available for anyone from 
the public to request. Depending on the size of the request, there may be a fee for locating and 
copying records.    
 
Environmental Justice:   
 
Comment 19: We insist that DEQ review its Environmental Justice (EJ) Plan and priorities for 
this particular case, and respond to me and Rodolfo about how you will address these priorities 
for this permitting case.  (Cassie Cohen, Nov. 16, 2013) 
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The residents impacted by the dust and odors of this operation are skew to low income and 
elderly populations. In addition to the residential property owners, many residents are renters, 
as one of Tualatin's largest low-income housing developments is less than 1/4 mile away as the 
crow flies, as the wind blows. These families are entitled to clean air and water just as much as 
the rest of Tualatin and our surrounding communities.  (Joelle Davis, Nov. 20, 2013) 
 
DEQ Response:  DEQ is committed to the principles of environmental justice and to ensuring 
that the agency’s actions – including permitting, cleanup, policy and planning, outreach and 
education, and compliance and enforcement – address the interests of Oregon communities, 
especially minority, low-income and other traditionally underrepresented communities, as much 
as state and federal laws allow. DEQ agrees that everybody is entitled to clean air, water and 
land. DEQ’s rules are implemented for the protection of public health and the environment for all 
people. By having oversight of existing composting operations DEQ is providing public health 
protection for all Oregonians. 
 
DEQ is committed to including Oregonians through DEQ’s public involvement process in 
permitting actions by providing an opportunity to express their views, concerns, values, and 
ideas. DEQ’s public process is set up to address DEQ’s Environmental Justice issues by 
conducting outreach through our public notification process. DEQ undertook a thorough public 
involvement process for the draft compost permit for Grimm’s providing information to 83 
neighbors located within a quarter mile of the proposed facility, DEQ’s established mailing lists 
(1,890 people interested in DEQ’s solid waste permits), and to key citizens that also had email 
lists who would share DEQ’s public notice with their email groups. DEQ notified these groups of 
the public comment period, the public hearing, and the extended public comment period. In 
addition, DEQ published its notices in the Oregonian and on DEQ’s public notice webpage.     
 
DEQ has determined that the final solid waste compost permit for Grimm’s Fuel is protective of 
public health and the environment. DEQ expects the owners/operators of the Grimm’s facility to 
meet the conditions in the permit to ensure compliance with Oregon’s solid waste regulations. 
 
Permit Denial:  
 
Comment 20: Many commenters requested that DEQ deny the permit application and not issue a 
DEQ solid waste compost permit to Grimm’s. 
 

We request that DEQ withhold authorization in its entirety.  (Beverly Jackson Lake, Gair 
Property LLC, Nov. 15, 2013; similar comment from Melvin Jackson, Gair Property 
LLC, Nov. 8, 2013, Gail Tornquist, Nov. 15, 2013; Annie and George Vigileos, Nov. 18, 
2013)  
 
My fear is that DEQ will perform in a manner it is gaining a reputation for -- essentially, 
providing only perfunctory oversight, acting as nothing more than a shallow speed bump 
for the well-connected beneficiaries of its 'decisions'. But my hope is that DEQ will dump 
the rubber stamp, and regulate honestly, fairly and transparently. Public sentiment is not 
only overwhelmingly opposed to this permit, public sentiment is in the right in opposing 
it. The proposed composting operation permit, at this time, at this location, is 
conspicuously misplaced.  (George Vigileos, Nov. 18, 2013)  
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DEQ Response: Grimm’s received land use approval from the City of Tualatin Planning 
Department for the current and proposed future residential food waste composting operations at 
the current location. DEQ has reviewed Grimm’s compost permit application and the operations 
plan submitted with the application. DEQ has determined that Grimm’s has the capability to 
comply with regulatory requirements. DEQ has included several permit conditions to address the 
concerns that have been raised by neighbors and citizens during the public comment period 
including prohibiting acceptance of dead animals (permit condition 2.2), requesting an updated 
operations plan (permit condition 4.3) and an updated odor minimization plan (permit conditions 
4.5, 4.6 and 4.7) and a demonstration project (permit conditions 1.3 and 1.4) of residential food 
waste feedstocks that requires demonstration that environmental performance standards 
regarding odor minimization and water quality protection be met. DEQ will proceed with issuing 
a new compost permit that references new rules and regulations and includes performance 
standards. DEQ considers the new permit to be an important component needed for Grimm’s to 
demonstrate compliance with Oregon’s composting regulations. After permit issuance, DEQ will 
undertake efforts to verify that Grimm’s is in compliance with Oregon’s composting regulations 
and the DEQ solid waste composting permit. If DEQ identifies violations, DEQ will take 
appropriate action to make sure that Grimm’s returns to compliance. 

Please also see the response to comments #5 and #7 above. 

Comment 21:  DEQ received a request from Cathy Holland to extend the public comment period 
to allow several businesses the opportunity to submit comments. 
 
DEQ Response: DEQ agreed to extend the public comment period and issued a public notice 
extending the comment period until Nov. 20, 2013.  
 
Comments in Support of Grimm’s and Issuance of the Composting 
Permit: 
 
Comment 22:  DEQ received many comments supporting the issuance of the composting permit 
for Grimm’s and supporting the service that Grimm’s provides. 
 

The attempt to paint Grimm’s Fuel as the “new Nature’s needs in 2014, is irresponsible 
at best. They provide a service that’s been mandated by Oregonians in an ever-
increasingly regulated environment. I would like to thank Grimm’s Fuels for their efforts 
to recycle the area’s yard waste, construction materials, concrete, etc. I urge DEQ to 
renew their permit.  (Stephen Titus, Oct. 30, 2013)    
 
Grimm’s is a valued member of our community and provide us with much needed 
recycling services. We are confident that Grimm’s Fuel will maintain practices that will 
avoid harm to human health or the environment, and that they will continue to comply 
with all DEQ regulations. The services Grimm’s Fuel provides our region are much 
needed, and the fifty-plus jobs that they supply the local families’ truly make a difference 
in our community. And we thank you for that.  (Linda Moholt, Tualatin Chamber of 
Commerce, letter Oct. 29 and verbal comments Oct. 30, 2013)   
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I am glad to have them so close to my residence to take advantage of their yard debris 
drop off, along with their bark dust, soil and gravel products.(Joe Shroyer, Oct. 22, 2013) 
  
We support the renewal of Grimm’s Fuel Company’s composting Permit. They provide us 
with a reasonably priced and local facility to recycle our wood and yard debris.  (Chad 
Bentley, Oct. 17, 2013; Similar comment received from Tim Perri, Oct. 29, 2013 Similar 
comment from Robert and Mae Heide, Oct. 28, 2013, Charles Gorder and Carol Griest, 
Oct. 27, 2013, Robert and Mary Todd, Oct. 26, 2013, Doug Slead, Nov. 10, 2013) 
 
I've been taking my landscape debris there for over 20 years. Seems like an efficient 
operation.  (Steve Farrar, Oct. 17, 2013)  
 
It's really handy having a recycle operation close by. Grimm’s yard debris and recycling 
is an important service for the community and in my opinion should remain.  (John 
Eastman, Oct. 21, 2013. Similar comment from Chad Bentley, Oct. 17, 2013, Joe 
Shroyer, Oct. 22, 2013)  
 
We have been neighbors since 1998 and have not found their operation to be offensive in 
any way.  (Tim Pearson, Oct. 21, 2013) 
 
It would be a hardship to transport our compost and wood waste to a different location.  
(Norman Russell, Oct 22, 2013. Similar comment from Steve Patarozzi, Oct. 24, 2013)  
 
Grimm’s Fuel Company is a great business that provides a needed service for the local 
community and I support their efforts.  (Ryan Sale, Oct. 22, 2103. Similar comment 
received from Kevin and Tiffanie Wheeler, Nov. 5, 2013) 
 
I am an OSU Master Gardener and believe they provide a very valuable resource to both 
commercial landscaping companies and home gardening enthusiasts, such as myself. 
What else would we be doing with our organic garden debris if we have no place to 
properly dispose of it. They take our garden material and make it into a useful product to 
be reused in our gardens and landscaping. Besides, their company provides employment 
to a number of fellow citizens. I do hope you give full consideration to Grimm’s Fuel 
application and renew their permit.  (Bill Carver, Oct. 25, 2013) 
 
I support continued operation of Grimm’s composting. This facility has been located here 
for years and is a vital part of our region’s recycling program. I have watched as new 
homes have encroached into the farm lands in this area and have wondered how they 
would deal with the odors from this site. The slight odor was there long before these 
homes were built and the new residents were certainly aware of the smells they were 
buying into when they moved in. I would rather see these homes go away and farms 
restored than impose any more limits on Grimm's operation.  (George Helm, Oct. 29, 
2013)  
 
Their facility is in a very convenient location for Sherwood, Tualatin and Tigard 
residents. I have made many trips to their facility for both dropping off yard debris and 
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picking up product for our landscaping needs. While at their facility I have noticed 
nothing offensive, in any way, only a professional environment for the public and their 
employees.  (Rob Gamache, Oct. 30, 2013)   
 
I am in favor of the food compositing as long as Grimm’s follows the outlined conditions 
for protecting our water ways.  (Megan Boden Alvey, Nov. 2, 2013) 
 
I have never felt that there is an odor problem with Grimm’s in all the years I have been 
a customer and a neighbor. You can smell rotting plant materials which is like a manure 
smell but only when you are right there. Grimm’s does a great job managing their site.  
(Brad Parker, Nov. 6, 2013) 
 
We are all aware of the cost savings to businesses, residents and municipalities when our 
recycling programs are within our neighborhood’s reach. It is important to notice that 
Grimm’s has been a successful recycling company; a major player in bringing to fruition 
and maintaining the environmentally sustainable and natural resource recovery 
programs that Grimm’s has participated in since the mid 1980’s. McFarlane’s Bark, Inc. 
is a proponent for the reinstatement of the Grimm’s Fuel Company DEQ permit. 
(Kathleen McFarlane, Oct. 23, 2013) 
 
DEQ also received a petition containing 453 signatures from people who support renewal 
of Grimm’s permit.  (Jeff Grimm, Nov. 20, 2013) 

 
DEQ Response:  Comments of support noted. 
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Public Hearing: Grimm’s Fuel proposed composting permit 

October 30, 2013 
Juanita Pohl Center, 8513 SW Tualatin Rd, Tualatin OR 97062 

 
Transcript of oral comments 

 
DANIEL HOUGH: OK, so I will now call the public hearing to order. Today is Wednesday, 
October 30, 2013, and the current time is 7:12 p.m. My name is Daniel Hough. I also work with 
the DEQ Northwest Region office, and I’ll be the Presiding Officer for this hearing.  
 
The purpose of the hearing, as you know, is to take comments on the proposed DEQ Solid Waste 
composting permit for the Grimm’s Fuel Company—for the Grimm’s Fuel Company 
composting facility.  
 
I will call people to come up to comment one-by-one. This meeting is being recorded, and by 
signing up to provide verbal comments, you are consenting to be recorded.  
 
DEQ will consider your comments, and any suggested changes you make, to the extent that DEQ 
rules and laws allow. Please be aware that you might raise issues that are outside the scope of our 
authority. Following the close of the public comment period, DEQ will prepare a response to 
comments. That document will be provided by an on-line posting and email sent to all people 
who commented. If you didn’t put your email address on the sign-in sheet, please do that if you 
would like a copy of the comments.  
 
Please come to the table when you are called, state your name, and speak into the microphone so 
your comments will be recorded. Please respect the rights of individuals who are making formal 
comments, and do not interrupt while they are speaking.  
 
OK, so when I call you up, I will also call the person who is on deck, we will be taking 
comments in the order that people signed in tonight. So I’ll call the name of the person who will 
be giving comments, and the next person, so that they can prepare, if they don’t remember where 
their spot coming into the room was. Uh, you have three minutes to comment. We have a lot of 
people commenting tonight. We have 17 comments, people wanting to comment on the list. 
Once you get to 30 seconds, uh, prior to the end of your three minutes, I’ll just raise my hand to 
remind you that you have 30 seconds left to wrap up, and at three minutes I’ll go ahead and ask 
you to finish. 
 
I can also take written comments here, or as has been mentioned here, we can take written 
comments in a number of other ways. 
 
OK! So, Stephen Titus is first in line and Virginia Green will be after Stephen. 
 
STEPHEN TITUS : Are you ready? 
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DANIEL HOUGH: [room noise] I am almost ready. OK. So just for the record, if you could go 
ahead and state your name, that would be great. 
 
STEPHEN TITUS: My name is Stephen Titus. I’m a resident of the northern part of Tualatin. 
I’m here in part because I received a newsletter from my local CIO [citizen involvement 
organization] with an unbelievable amount of slander regarding Grimm’s Fuel and their 
composting operation.  The attempt to paint Grimm’s Fuel as the “new Nature’s Needs in 2014” 
is irresponsible at best.  
 
I believe in citizen involvement, but not the current format of the CIOs. We have small groups of 
citizens, in private meetings, who then try to represent their ideas as the consensus of the larger 
community. I’ve shared my views on CIOs with our city council in public meetings.  
 
Grimm’s Fuel was a pioneer in the efforts to recycle, and one of the original pilot projects of 
large scale composting in 1975. In 1983, Oregonians passed the Opportunity to Recycle Act 
which mandated that every community set up a system to provide opportunity to recycle the sorts 
of materials that Grimm’s processes. In 1991, Oregonians extended the mandate with Senate Bill 
66, and further expanded the requirements with the Omnibus Recycling Bill in 1997. In 2001, 
House Bill 3744 set the goals to 50% recovery of material that in the past had been burned into 
the atmosphere or dumped into our landfills. In 2010, Metro confirmed that we are meeting those 
goals.  
 
I met the Grimms when they were amending their CUP [conditional use plan] with the city in 
2011. They seem like honest people trying to provide a service that’s been mandated by 
Oregonians in an ever-increasingly regulated environment. I’d like to thank Grimm’s Fuels for 
their efforts to recycle the area’s yard waste, construction materials, concrete, etc. I urge you to 
renew their permit.  
 
Thank you for your time.  
 
DANIEL HOUGH: Thank you for your comment. OK, so Virginia Green is next, and then 
following that, Colin Green. 
 
VIRGINIA GREEN: OK, I don’t speak very loudly. I hope you can hear me.  
 
DANIEL HOUGH: Hang on a second; we have a microphone for you. 
 
VIRGINIA GREEN: OK. All right, I’ll see if that works. 
 
DANIEL HOUGH: And if you could go ahead and state your name, too, that would be great.  
 
VIRGINIA GREEN: My name is Virginia Green, and I live on 135th Terrace, in Pony Ridge. 
And it’s a lovely little neighborhood, with tree-lined streets and lots of kids, and—but 
sometimes, it stinks, right now. And sometimes, outside on a beautiful day, you can’t be out 
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there because the air smells bad. And sometimes in the middle of the night, I have to close my 
windows against the odor. And that’s not pleasant to live with.  
 
I know we have to have composting, but we also have to have rules that control odor for the 
people who live in the community. And he was here a long time, and I respect that. But we are 
here now, too. And we need to work really hard so that we don’t have to have that kind of smell, 
in the best possible way.  
 
The possibility of adding Type 3 foodstocks is really concerning, um, now or in the future. The 
potential increase in odors could further affect the quality of my life, and it could also increase 
the odors, um, for us living at, for our—I’m sorry, I’m losing my track here. Uh, it could also 
affect the monetary, have a monetary impact on the value of my home. No one is going to want 
to buy a house where it smells. When I bought this house I didn’t realize that it was a problem. 
And right now, you know, it’s an unpleasant problem, but it’s still livable. But if we increase to 
the kinds of foodstocks we’re talking about—dead animals—that makes me really concerned. 
 
So, um, I think we should be careful to take a close look at this ten-year permit, and not go ahead 
until we have more information as to potential impact on the community, and assurance that the 
best methods to control odor are going to be used now and in the future.  
 
Thank you. 
 
DANIEL HOUGH: Thank you. [paper noise] Colin. 
 
COLIN GREEN: Um, I’m actually not reading for myself. I’m reading a letter from the 
neighborhood— 
 
DANIEL HOUGH: Right— 
 
COLIN GREEN: I don’t know how you want— 
 
DANIEL HOUGH: So, I have you doing two comments, one [crosstalk] 
 
DANIEL HOUGH: So, if you don’t mind holding the microphone, and if you could just state 
your name, and that you’re reading a letter on behalf of the residents— 
 
COLIN GREEN: My name’s Colin Green, and I live in Pony Ridge. And I’m reading a letter 
from residents which I did not draft; I’m just the orator. 
 
UNIDENTIFIED AUDIENCE MEMBER: We can’t hear you. 
 
COLIN GREEN: OK. Uh, this is a letter that was drafted by the residents of Pony Ridge—I’m 
just the orator, I did not draft it. I am a signer, but I did not draft it. I’m just reading it for them. 
My name is Colin Green. 
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We, the residents of Pony Ridge, the closest residential community of Grimm’s Fuel Company 
facility, 350 yards [away] per Google Map, have the following problems with the current state of 
Grimm’s operations and troubles concerning the recent proposed permit.  
 
Problems with the current state of operation: Many times the odor becomes so overwhelming 
that those of us closer to compost piles are forced to close our windows. The odor even seeps 
through the closed windows. The stink has restricted our outdoor activities, such as having a 
barbecue, being in the back yard, or walking around the block, especially during times when the 
compost piles are being turned. In general, this awful smell has degraded our quality of life in 
this beautiful community, not to mention having a negative impact on our property values. It was 
expected that Grimm’s would have modified the operations and mitigated the odor emissions by 
now, but regretfully, the problem still persists. The composting process of, uh, open air, quote, 
pile-it-high, unquote, does not work now to control or reduce odors as evidenced by the hundred 
complaints in the last two years. As our homes are only 350 yards from Grimm’s facility, a 
proven composting system which truly minimizes odors must be used by Grimm’s. Such current 
processes are used by compost companies in the Portland Metro area and have demonstrated that 
odors can be controlled and significantly minimized.  
 
Problems with the proposed DEQ draft permit: The proposed time period of ten years is not 
acceptable without public comment periods built into it at critical junctures. The allowance of 
Type 3 feedstocks should be deleted from this proposed permit, as Grimm’s has yet to resolve 
their repeated current odor problems with the current permit for Type 1 and Type 2 feedstocks. 
Until Grimm’s updates its composting process, they should not be allowed to receive Type 3 
residential feedstocks. [paper noise] 
 
If DEQ per—uh, grants the proposed permit against our recommendations, under no 
circumstances should Grimm’s Fuel be permitted to receive and process Type 3 commercial 
feedstocks. Our community does not need to go through the same experience as North Plains 
community did in 2012-2013. The end result is obvious.  
 
In conclusion: We and the community want to maintain a good relation with Grimm’s Fuel 
Company. We have been good neighbors to Grimm’s and are expecting Grimm’s to respect and 
value the quality of life of its neighbors. Grimm’s, in order to be a good neighbor, must alter the 
composting process of a large-pile method. Grimm’s must adopt the current best practices, such 
as anaerobic digester or covered windrows with forced-air AD—aeration systems similar to that 
used by Nature’s Needs in North Plains. 
 
Respectfully signed by [inaudible][paper noise] 
 
DANIEL HOUGH: OK, thank you. Next we have Ted Saedi, followed by Joelle Davis. And if 
you could just state your name. 
 
TED SAEDI: My name is Ted Saedi. I live in Pony Ridge, 135th. And I’ve been living in Pony 
Ridge for the past 15 years. Earlier years, we were detecting some odors but did not know where 
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it’s really coming from. We thought it’s some livestock farm, or something in our vicinity. The 
odor was not any[thing] close to what we are experiencing in past few years. Sometimes the odor 
is so nasty that we run to close the windows, that the smell, you know, is already filled the house. 
And often we are not successful.  
 
Going through this permit, of allowing the process, to process Type 3 feedstock, will worsen the 
situation. Therefore I am opposing the expansion of the current permit. Furthermore, on the 
proposed permit, one—the, the result of testing and inspection to be easily accessible to the 
public. Two, paragraph 9.15 is mandating Grimm’s to report if complaints for every incident 
reaches five, or odor lasts for 24 hours. I think every complaint, or every event  lasted more than 
two hours deserves report to DEQ.  
 
And the compost operations description—a more modern method of composting needs to be 
requested, where compost piles are located so close to the residents. 
 
Last paragraph of Risk Assessment is talking about submitted Grimm’s plan for odor control—
uh, for odor control. This plan is to be easily accessible to the public also. And I’m hoping that 
the plan is uh, a fundamental change to the processing technique, and goes beyond monitoring 
the wind.  
 
Uh, before we talk about this proposed compost permit for Type 3 feedstocks, Grimm’s needs to 
fix the current odor problem with the existing permit of Type 1 and Type 2 feedstocks.  
 
Thank you.  
 
DANIEL HOUGH: Thank you for your comment.  
 
TED SAEDI:  Do you need this one? 
 
DANIEL HOUGH: Uh, yeah, next we have Joelle Davis, followed by Cathy Holland. [Pause] 
Hi. 
 
JOELLE DAVIS: Hi. My name is Joelle Davis. I’m a member of the City Council in Tualatin, 
but I’m here tonight as a citizen, and the views expressed tonight are my own. Other members of 
Council may agree or disagree with my views tonight, and I expect that to happen.  
 
I have been a resident of north Tualatin, on the far west end, for going on fourteen years, and 
when we moved in, and for years past, I always wondered exactly what the smell was, but until 
2011, I never knew exactly what it was or where to report on it. And I along with many other 
residents understood what the reporting process was. Starting in 2011, which is when we saw an 
uptick in, ah, in complaints about the odors. Many residents in our neighborhood and Pony Ridge 
and other impacted places rely on a few individuals to make those complaints on behalf of their 
neighborhoods, as we all have busy lives and can’t spend every day on the phone with the 
regulatory authorities.  So my understanding is that the original conditional use permit was 
granted in 1994, at least the ones that I have been provided. There was a second one in 1997 and 
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a third in 2011. All of these conditional use permits are specific to tax lots 1800 and 1900. The 
DEQ permit request covers both of those plus additional tax lots of 2000 and 2100. These lots 
don’t have CUP approval from the city, and the city shouldn’t have given that impression, on the 
Land Use Compatibility Statement, that those lots have approval for that type of use, in my 
opinion. The conditional use permits require a water treatment system to be constructed, and 
such a facility was built.  According to city records, it was reviewed and approved in 1998—
fifteen years ago. The city doesn’t have further records that I have been provided, that the system 
has been inspected or reviewed since that time. And, of note, the system—the water quality 
treatment system—was constructed on tax lot 2100 despite the fact that the conditional use 
permit does not apply to that tax lot and the composting activity was never permitted to take 
place on that lot. The city allowed tax lot 2100 to be used for storage purposes starting in 1994, 
or some time earlier, um, that record is fuzzy. Composting activity was not supposed to take 
place on that lot. But I have concerns that that may actually be occurring today, based on our 
observations, aerial photos, and the fact that the water quality facility was built on that property 
and not on the 1800 and 1900 tax lots which are where the bulk of the composting activity seems 
to take place.  
 
DANIEL HOUGH: [whispering] You have about thirty seconds.  
 
JOELLE DAVIS: OK. Um, so—As a resident, the odor has been a continuous problem with only 
25 percent of all the subject property being used for composting right now. I have grave concerns 
about how much worse it will get with approval of this permit to employ all of the tax lots that 
are being requested in this permit, and then adding Type 3 feedstocks on top of that.  
 
Um, we have a lot of changes coming to this area. The area has changed significantly since the 
time that these operations were begun. And that’s not Grimm’s fault that the area has changed. 
It’s just that this is the way the development happened. And, um, I don’t—I have concerns about 
the compatibility of these operations with the surrounding uses.  
 
DANIEL HOUGH: OK. Thank you for your comments. Cathy Holland, followed by Emily 
Gonzales.  
 
CATHY HOLLAND: Thank you, Mr. [pause]H-Huff. “Huff?” 
 
DANIEL HOUGH: Correct.  
 
CATHY HOLLAND: [laughs] My name is Cathy Holland. I’m a resident of Tualatin. Uh, I’m 
here tonight to ask if the DEQ will consider extending the written comment period by seven days 
from November 5th to November 12th, to allow some business property owners an opportunity 
to respond. In the Q-and-A portion tonight, which was not recorded, uh, the discussion of what is 
in the application for feedstock, uh, 3, is more narrow than the way the permit currently reads—
as others have read it. And they wanted time to be able to evaluate it and then send their 
comments in. Uh, they also want to say that the Grimm’s are fantastic people. This has nothing 
to do with the property owner, the operator, or the applicant. They are quality people. But the 
odor has been a problem. And there is a concern that the odor ha—is not yet under control with 
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feedstocks 1 and 2, which is similar to comments you just heard from the residents.  Adding the 
Feedstock 3, as it’s currently in the code, has raised all kinds of concerns about the impact on the 
market value, the property value, uh, the lease, uh, the opportunity to lease property. And 
although there’s lots of reasons for property to be vacant, I think sometimes the Grimm’s get 
blamed for things. So in any case, that’s our comment and our request.  
 
DANIEL HOUGH: Thank you. [pause] And I—I had you for an, an additional comment, does 
that cover both of your comments? 
 
CATHY HOLLAND: Yeah—Oh, yeah, that’s the only comment I have.  
 
DANIEL HOUGH: OK. So, um, Andy Stirling is next.  
 
UNIDENTIFIED VOICES: Emily. Emily Gonzales.  
 
DANIEL HOUGH: Oh! I’m sorry.  
 
UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: I got you, on [unintelligible] number two.  
 
DANIEL HOUGH: Thank you. OK. Sorry about that.  
 
UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: We’ll do them both right now? 
 
DANIEL HOUGH: Yeah, we’ll them both. 
 
EMILY GONZALEZ: I’ll do mine first. 
 
DANIEL HOUGH: And Andy Stirling will be next. 
 
EMILY GONZALEZ: My name is Emily Gonzalez. I live on 134th in Pony Ridge. Um, my 
family moved into Pony Ridge three months ago, and we immediately, upon our second day 
there, were hit with the smell. We didn’t know what it was until we started speaking with our 
neighbors and we quickly realized that, um, a lot of the neighbors didn’t know what to do about 
it. Nobody knew that there was a reporting system in place, nobody knew what to do until went 
to a block party, and met some of the other neighbors who were more involved.  
 
But I’m here today to speak on behalf of the children in Pony Ridge. Our neighborhood is full of 
young children who are already affected by the current odor levels. Some days are so bad my 
three children can’t play outside. My three- and six-year-old complain that it smells like dog 
poop. If Grimm’s is allowed to accept Type 3 feedstock, the children of Pony Ridge will lose 
even more time outdoors. Just in the last three months, there have been weeks where the smell 
has been horrible four out of seven days. I can’t fathom the smell getting any worse.  
 
I’m also concerned about the dust and spores that were mentioned in the question and answer 
period, um, about what those spores contain that the wind would carry into our neighborhood 
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from a compost pile that contains Type 3 feedstock, which includes meat and dairy food waste, 
and dead animals. Um, and, um, that concludes my personal one.  
 
DANIEL HOUGH: OK. And if you’ll just say what—who will your comment be on behalf of? 
 
EMILY GONZALEZ: I am reading a letter on behalf of Treske Precision Machining. 
 
Treske Precision Machining is located at 14140 SW Galbraith Drive in Sherwood about a mile 
southwest from Grimm’s Fuel. The company has been at this location since 1999 and is 
surrounded by many businesses in this industrial sector. Noxious odors from Grimm’s reach our 
facility at least three times per week. Though in most cases the odors are tolerable, there are 
occasions where the fumes are much worse. Treske employs over 100 persons, all of whom 
would be affected should Grimm’s be allowed to compost Type 1 through Type 3 feedstocks. As 
a business that has to comply with stringent regulations—local, federal, and even international—
for products that we manufacture, it is of great concern that Grimm’s Fuel be allowed to compost 
such feedstocks without greater regulations. Businesses such as ours would be greatly affected 
by the noxious odors that could emanate from Grimm’s if they compost Type 3 feedstocks. It can 
have an effect on the health and wellbeing of our employees, and would have an impact on our 
ability to retain and hire employees, thus ultimately affecting the performance of our business. 
As a business owner, I understand Mr. Grimms’s rationale for obtaining this permit. However, it 
is also up to Grimm’s to ensure that their business practice [sic] do not impact the businesses and 
communities that it is near to. For Grimm’s to accept any feedstock waste, it should be held to 
tighter standards and sanitation regulations to ensure minimal impact to its neighbors. We respect 
his desire to increase his business, but only ask that the DEQ and Grimm’s seriously consider the 
impact that composting feedstocks would have in the immediate area.  
 
DANIEL HOUGH: Thank you. Uh, Andy Stirling? And next will be Callie. 
 
ANDY STIRLING: Good evening. I’m Andy Stirling. I live on 134th Terrace in Pony Ridge. 
Um, I’m a head, a head of a household of five. I have three children that live with me there. I 
unfortunately live 850 feet north of Grimm Fuel’s northern compost heap. Um, I want to start off 
by saying I’m an advocate of small business. I think it’s the backbone of society, it’s, American 
society. I’m a firm believer that it’s important. But along with that prosperity comes 
responsibility to the neighbors and the environment. My neighbors have already mentioned in 
this forum, um, how the different odors have affected them, in their lives and their families’ 
lives. I’d like to mention, on a person note, how it has negatively affected my property value. 
There was a short period of time last year where I needed to rent my home for three months. I 
tried to get my sister to rent the home for three months. And she stated two reasons she didn’t 
want to. One, the yard wasn’t big enough (of no fault to Mr. Grimm). The second was because I 
“live next to a manure plant.” Now, she is not as enlightened as we are, in that this is not a 
manure plant. However she thought it was because the smell is so bad. So there is diminished 
value there. I would like to know who will compensate me for that diminished value when I go 
to sell my home. Is it going to be Mr. Grimm? Is it going to be DEQ, for are allowing this to 
happen? I’ve been a tolerant neighbor in the past, and I have not been vocal or complained about 
the smells and odor I’ve smelled. Like Emily mentioned before me, I didn’t know, um, there was 
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a, an event to actually get that complaint registered. Now I do, and I’ll be sharing that with my 
neighbors to make sure that they also know.  
 
The most important thing I’d like to leave DEQ with, is that please, please, if you do permit this 
activity to occur, with this Type 3 food waste—and I hope that you don’t, but if you do—please 
make sure that there’s checkpoints involved where citizen comment is taken and considered, and 
so that we have the opportunity to come and talk about our experiences, if they’re not complying 
with their permit.  
 
That’s all I have.  
 
DANIEL HOUGH: Thank you. Callie? And then I have Mark Eberhart next. 
 
CALLIE LOSER: Hi. 
 
DANIEL HOUGH: Hi 
 
CALLIE LOSER: Hello?  
 
DANIEL HOUGH: If you could state your name, too. 
 
CALLIE LOSER: Oh, oh yeah. OK. My name is Callie Loser. I’m a resident of North Tualatin. I 
live, uh, we live near Hazelbrook Middle School where—we live up on the east side, really close 
to Hazelbrook Middle School. And you know, I just want to make a brief comment that we smell 
the noise, uh, we smell the smell, the odor from where we live. And it does get bad, I have to 
shut the windows. Uh, it could be a nice spring day. So it’s annoying. I think it’s just not only 
me, I hear all of these other people and I’m also thinking about the middle school. I’m [laughs] 
right next to the middle school. So I know they smell it as well. So I’m just concerned about, um, 
about adding Type 3 feed lot material to the existing permit. I think more work has to be done to 
control the odors or don’t extend the permit.  
 
Thank you very much. 
 
DANIEL HOUGH: Thank you. Mark, followed by Chad Darby. 
 
MARK EBERHART: Hi, let me know when you’re ready. 
 
DANIEL HOUGH: I’m ready for you. Just state your name, that would be great 
 
MARK EBERHART: My name is Mark Eberhart. I live in David’s Fox Run, also next to 
Hazelbrook School. I had not planned on commenting tonight, but since I had the opportunity, I 
decided I would, mainly because I agree with the comments that have been given so far this 
evening. Uh, there, when we first moved in, uh, there was a period of time, things were fine, then 
all of a sudden we have this very sickly, kind of sweet, unusual strange smell permeating the 
whole area. Ah, I thought, well, we’re next to Lamb, we’re next to JE, I thought, maybe it’s 
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some industrial outgassing that happens at night, or something. But it was widespread. And then 
it happened again, and then again. And then one time I got in my car, and said [laughs] “I’m 
going to go try and find what’s going on,” and drove around. And I st—I have—To be accurate, 
I can’t 100 per cent say I was able to pinpoint it, but it just seemed to be stronger, more toward 
Cipole Road, and Grimm’s, and all that stuff. I’m having to make the assumption that it’s the 
composting. 
 
So if it is, simply, my comment would be that, that the level of activity that they do now is 
enough, as in, it has enough impact on us, we smell it a lot. It affects our activities. Uh, Callie 
and I exercise a lot, we walk a lot, bicycle a lot. We want to be outside. And there’s been quite a 
few times when I’ve gone outside and went, “Ugh! Not tonight! Let’s forget it!” You know, 
because it’s just—a smell that, uh, it doesn’t, like, stop you in your tracks, but it’s stuff, you just 
don’t want to be in it. You don’t want to smell it.  
 
From my limited knowledge of composting, uh, it seems like vegetable matter has a certain type 
of effect or level, but once you add uh, lipids or fats from animal products, uh, meat, uh fat, 
whatever, other organics, that would come from the Type 3 that’s been discussed, I think the 
odor level would go up, go up probably a lot. And I don’t think it should. It’s enough as it is right 
now.  
 
And that’s about all I have to say.  
 
DANIEL HOUGH: Thanks for your comments. 
 
MARK EBERHART: OK, thank you. 
 
DANIEL HOUGH: So, Chad, followed by Jan. 
 
CHAD DARBY: I’m Chad Darby. I’m an air quality engineer, with twenty-two years of 
experience. And first of all, I love Grimm’s Fuel. I think I’m there just about every Saturday 
buying soil or getting rid of yard debris, so, uh, I think I should have direct deposit of my 
paycheck there. [audience laughter] 
 
What I question in the existing permit, however, is the use of Type 3 foodstocks. And I object to 
a permit that would allow that just through modification of the operating plan as opposed to 
looking at the technology involved. EPA—and I’ve got some things I’ll hand in for the record 
here—has a best management practices guidance document that talks about methods for 
composting food waste. And they’re basically forced-air piles or turned windrows, neither of 
which technique I think is done at Grimm’s now, but, uh, that I don’t know. However, I did read 
the draft permit and operating plan, and, you know, EPA recommends keeping track of particle 
size, oxygen, moisture, carbon-to-nitrogen ratio, and temperature. And I really only saw 
discussion of oxygen— excuse me, of temperature in that operating plan. So, this is the EPA 
guidance. 
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Washington Department of Ecology, which is the equivalent of Oregon DEQ across the river, 
requires air permits currently for food waste composting facilities. They recently did a study of 
composting facilities on the east side and west side of the state, and what they found was that in 
the wetter climate, there was significantly more hazardous air pollutants emitted from food waste 
composting facilities. What they found at one facility was over eleven tons of acetaldehyde 
emissions, in addition to formaldehyde, benzene, and other compounds, as well as odor-causing 
compounds. That would require an air quality permit in the state of Oregon.  
 
There is another reason why food waste composting may trigger air permitting requirements. 
Under OAR 340-216-0020, Air Contaminant Discharge Permits, Tables 1 and 2, it talks about 
types of facilities that require air permits. One of the listed facilities is not food waste 
composting. However, there is a category that does require air contaminant discharge permits, 
and that is “all sources having the potential to emit more than 10 tons of a single hazardous air 
pollutant.” The other category is, um, “all other sources not listed herein that DEQ determines an 
air quality concern exists or one which would emit significant malodorous emissions.” Both of 
those would trigger air permitting. And I didn’t see anything in the record discussing what 
Oregon DEQ is doing about air permitting if Type 3 foodstocks are allowed.  
 
So, I also wanted to comment on the opacity. I talked about fugitive dust, and I agree that 250 
microns is visible dust. However, it’s not respirable or inhalable. And the thing that concerns me 
about Type 3 foodstocks is they carry something that the current feedstocks don’t carry, and that 
is human-borne pathogens, including viruses and bacterias, which require very careful 
monitoring of temperature and oxygen levels, et cetera, to make sure that those are adequately 
destroyed. I currently buy all my soil there now, but unfortunately I probably won’t in the future, 
just because of the concern about food-borne pathogens if Type 3 foodstocks are accepted there.  
 
Inhalable particles are PM10 and less. PM2.5 is the primary concern. Bacteria, spores, viruses are 
not found in—well, they can be found in larger particles, but they wouldn’t be detectable 
through, just through visibility, so I think that the dust monitoring for accepting Type 3 
foodstocks needs to be ratcheted up. 
 
Thanks. 
 
DANIEL HOUGH: Thank you. OK, Jan, and then Linda Peters.  
  
JAN GIUNTA: I have to follow him? [audience laughter]  
 
I’m Jan Giunta. I live in North Tualatin. And the first thing I want to do is submit about 52 
complaints, and I apologize, um, we did—I did mail these to Stephanie [Rawson], but I think 
they were lost in between the time we were doing the traditional logging and then the new on-
site. So there’s the old-fashioned log-in type, I’m not sure they’ve been counted by DEQ in the 
complaints. In addition to that, I’ve received two more complaints today, so I’d like to have 
those admitted into the record as well.  
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I have five points to make. Some of them are technical, and I won’t get into that, I’ll just submit 
my record.  
 
Point number one, the draft DEQ composting permit for Grimm’s Fuel, should not be considered 
further, as the draft permit does not include operating conditions and performance standards 
which are adequate to provide the necessary assurance to the community that odors will be 
minimized and retained within property boundaries. And I won’t get into the OARs that support 
that. If DEQ does indeed move ahead granting such a permit, the DEQ should consider OAR 
340-096-0150 part 2. And I will read that. “DEQ may further require the facility to modify 
operations and otherwise implement all reasonable and practicable measures determined 
necessary by the Department to control and minimize adverse impacts of odors outside the 
boundaries of the facility.” We as residents do not consider the pile-it-high method, uh, to be 
acceptable in today’s environment, with the buildup in the urban area, and the ar—primary 
aray—[laughs] primary aeration system being proposed and currently used by Grimm’s is a 
Caterpillar D9—as acceptable. 
 
Second point. Grimm’s operation plan should not be accepted by DEQ. As a plan, Section 4 is 
inadequate to provide the necessary information and assurances that the composting facility will 
comply with the required performance standards regarding odor emissions. And that’s in—blah-
blah-blah [sic]—point 007. Based on the approximate one hundred complaints of odor emissions 
and their—and the complaints tonight, occurring beyond the facility boundaries in just the last 
two years, the present operation fails to meet the standard. The plan continues the use of past 
failed practices, so DEQ and the community do not have the required assurance that the odor 
performance will be—will be, uh, met in the future.  
 
Point three. If DEQ and Metro do grant the necessary permits and agreements allowing Grimm’s 
to accept Type 3 foodstocks, under no conditions should Grimm’s be allowed to accept 
commercial Type 3 feedstocks. And this category should be explicitly excluded from any permit 
or agreement.  
 
Point four. If DEQ and Metro do grant the necessary permits and agreements, then based on the 
number of odor complaints in the last two years and the reality that this present composting 
process does not control odors as required—as required by the state of Oregon performance 
standards for composters, that Grimm’s not be allowed to receive Type 3 residential feedstocks 
as well.  
 
Point five. If DEQ does grant the permit, then a ten-year period is excessive, based on the above 
points. I recommend a trial period of only two years in order to assess conformance with the 
required standards.  
 
Thank you.  
 
DANIEL HOUGH: Thank you. Linda, and then, uh, John Fettig. [pause] Whenever you’re 
ready. 
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LINDA PETERS: OK. Good evening. My name is Linda Peters and I live in North Plains, 
actually, not North Tualatin. [laughs] You may not even know where North Plains is. And I’m 
not actually in town, but I’m close enough to have, uh, suffered through the, the ordeal with 
Recology and the food composting operation there. And, uh, I’m here tonight to represent an 
organization called Washington County Citizen Action Network [CAN], of which Jan and I are 
board members. It’s an organization that links up people from a variety of groups who are active 
in Washington County about various different aspects of our quality of life. And it turns out that, 
um, air quality seems to be a really important unifying factor. We are now—Washington County 
CAN is, is supportive of the neighbors who are objecting to an expansion of Grimm’s permit. 
We are, uh, involved right now in working with Intel and DEQ on a lot of the questions 
surrounding their air quality permit for their new plants. Our hope is that if enough people who 
have enough concerns about the problems that are going on in their own neighborhoods and the 
projects that are proposed for those neighborhoods that are gonna impact their air quality, your, 
uh, water quality, whatever it is that you feel is threatened—if we, we from various parts of the 
county can be in communication with one another and support one another in our efforts to stop 
some of the, some of the worst offenses, um, we all benefit.  
 
And so, again, I encourage you to keep pressing for better solutions than just ongoing expansions 
of big, smelly, offensive, um, projects in your own neighborhood. There are other kinds of 
solutions. There are other ways we could be handling solid wastes. We could be doing it 
anaerobically. We could be doing it on a distributed basis instead of hauling all of it off to one 
great big place and compounding the air problems and the water problems and the soil problems 
for the people who have to be near that one big place. Some of these ideas are way outside the 
framework of what’s currently our regulatory system, but people working together can, over 
time, influence what those regulatory systems provide. And I invite you to join with us, 
[laughing] those of you who are fighting this fight. And some of the things that we can do 
together to, to bring about change that really will protect our environment, will protect our 
health, and will protect our quality of life in ways that the current regulatory don’t seem to be 
quite doing.  
 
Thank you. 
 
DANIEL HOUGH: Thank you. John, followed by Linda Moholt. 
 
JOHN FETTIG: [sighs] 
 
DANIEL HOUGH: Whenever you’re ready.  
 
JOHN FETTIG: I’m John Fettig. I’ve been working in the commercial real estate industry in 
Tualatin for nearly thirty years and represent many, many business owners and property owners, 
tenants, and prospective business—businesses that might have interest in moving to the Tualatin 
and Pacific Northwest areas. And in polling my customers and listening to their viewpoint on the 
smell associated with Grimm’s Fuel, like any logical person making an informed decision, it’s 
not positive. Grimm’s serves a purpose. Most of us probably utilize the services, buy the 
products, drop our recycled goods to their operation.  
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Adding components that increase the aroma, I think is a mistake. I have property located around 
Grimm’s, unfortunately downwind, with the prevailing southwest winds. It doesn’t take a 
scientist to go up on Pacific Avenue and just open your window or walk out there and smell the 
smell. As we recruit companies to the area, they want to put a medical facility, an office 
building, some sort of complex that draws outside air for conditioning, those customers walk 
away real fast when that smell occurs. So I see, I see a balance, but I also see respect. If I had a 
business that impacted many, many people, impacted air quality, uh, logic tells me I might want 
to change my method of operation if the technology allows. I may want to relocate components 
of my company to more rural and appropriate areas. So logic, respect, and trying to get along, 
and, and, you know, being a—I’m not a resident in Tualatin, and I sure would feel bad with a 
window open and a prevailing southwest wind, if I was located north of the site. And it’s bad 
today, and I don’t see it getting better, if they’re allowed to, uh, deposit the food and the dead—
dead animals, that’s, uh, not a good thought. So, I’m not in favor of it. Most of my customers are 
not either. But I would look for a solution to improve the problem.  
 
Thank you. 
 
DANIEL HOUGH: Thank you. Linda.  
 
LINDA MOHOLT: Good evening. I’m Linda Moholt with the Tualatin Chamber of Commerce 
and also a twenty-six year resident. I’ll get—grab my glasses. I have a letter of support. 
 
The Tualatin Chamber of Commerce is submitting a letter of support for Grimm’s Fuel with 
regards to the renewal of their current composting permit of Type 1 and Type 2 feedstocks. 
Grimm’s Fuel moved to Tualatin in 1975 and has been processing yard debris and green waste 
since 1980. They have been a valued member of our community, providing much-needed 
composting services. Care is taken throughout all stages of their operation to ensure that the 
highest levels of environmental safety and DEQ standards are upheld to minimize the potential 
environmental risk. As performance standards and regulations have evolved over the years, 
Grimm’s has continued to update their processes to stay abreast of those changes. We are 
confident that Grimm’s Fuel will maintain practices that will avoid harm to human health or the 
environment, and that they will continue to comply with all DEQ regulations.  
 
Thank you for allowing us to weigh in and support a very important and valued business in our 
community. That Grimm’s—The services that Grimm’s Fuel provides our region are much-
needed, and the fifty-plus jobs that they supply the local families truly make a difference in our 
community. And we thank you for that.  
 
DANIEL HOUGH: Thank you, Linda. Is there anyone else that wants to provide a comment that 
didn’t get a comment card in at the beginning? OK, can we go ahead and do that?  
 
BRETT HAMILTON: My name is Brett Hamilton. I moved here three years ago. This is our first 
house that I’ve ever bought—my wife and I, after we got married. And, uh, it’s disappointing, to 
say the least, to live somewhere where you take a trip north, south, east or west, and you open 
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your window, and you go “Wow, Oregon, smells so great!” And you come home, and it’s like, 
“All right, it smells like you-know-what.” So I would encourage DEQ to not let the problem get 
worse, and to encourage them to do whatever it takes to limit the impact of the business’s air 
pollution to the air around—that’s contained by their property and not impact miles away. Thank 
you.  
 
DANIEL HOUGH: Thank you. [off-mic] I’m going to need to pull that up, too, thanks. [on-mic] 
Did you have a comment also? 
 
CLIFF HERBISON: I do.  
 
DANIEL HOUGH: If you could go ahead and state your name. 
 
CLIFF HERBISON: My name is Cliff Herbison, and I live about a hundred yards from Grimm’s. 
And I think the only thing I really want to say is if they can’t control the odor that they have now 
and have had—uh, there was a comment made that they continually are upgrading and changing 
and trying to provide means to make things better, and I don’t see that that’s happened. I’ve lived 
here only about five years. So I guess the comment is that if they can’t control the odor they have 
now, how do you expect to control with more added to that, that facility? 
 
DANIEL HOUGH: OK.  
 
CLIFF HERBISON: Thank you. 
 
DANIEL HOUGH: Thank you. Other comments? Uh, I’ll take this hand, and then if you want to 
come up? 
 
UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: I’ll fill out the card. 
 
DANIEL HOUGH: Yeah. Uh, yeah, we need, uh, if you just commented, I need you to fill out a 
card, I need you to fill your name out here for me, thank you.  
 
HAMID RAD: My name is Hamid Rad. Good evening, everyone. What I’m hearing from the 
folks [that] live in the community, except for the last letter that was stated, is that this already 
bad for the community. I bought—I purchased a property here in 2001. Only tonight I learn that 
they’ve been operating since 1975, were property as 1975. There was nothing these residentials 
around, especially eld—elderly, you know, residential, you know, north of the premises. My 
question is that, isn’t it time for them to move altogether from this area, rather than requesting 
for an additional, uh, permit that [will] only worsen the situation for the children. And not only 
the children, but also the elderly living, or the community. Was the, you know, the reason they 
are staying here, only 50 family against maybe, you know, 500 families? And when I am hearing 
the odor goes all the way to Tualatin, you can imagine what it does 200 feet, or 200 feet across 
from them.  
 
Thank you. 
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DANIEL HOUGH: Thank you. Will you fill this out for me?  He had a comment here. 
 
CINDY PHILLIPS: Good evening. My name is Cindy Phillips. And when I came here tonight, I 
had no intention of speaking, because I really hate speaking in public hearings. However, um, in, 
in listening to some of the comments that are being made, and some of the, uh—and looking at 
the Administrative Rule which talks about the feedstocks, I feel that I have to say something. 
First of all, I’d like to say for the record that I, I agree very much with the gentleman in the red 
coat, Mr., uh, Herbison? And that is, if you can’t control the odors now, how are you going to 
control them when they get even worse? But, the other thing I wanted to point out is this issue 
about the feedstocks. Apparently, if this permit is granted, Grimm’s will be able to not only put 
in their, um, uh, compost piles uh, yard and garden waste, wood waste, agricultural crop 
residues, wax coated cardboard, uh, vegetative food waste, things like that—Those are Type 1 
foodstocks, all right? They will also be able to put in—excuse me, I’m trying to do this with a, 
with my smart phone and it’s not being very smart tonight. They will also be able to include 
manure and bedding and other materials the Department determines poses a low risk [pause]—
and I don’t—low risk from hazardous substances— [audience member hands her paper copy of 
regulations] Oh, thank you so much! [audience laughter] Sometimes you need paper! Um, —
and other physical contaminants.  Now, I don’t know if any of you have ever actually worked 
around manure or bedding, but I have, because I have horses, and I muck their stalls all the time. 
And I can tell you that it is nasty. and I was not aware, until tonight, that Grimm’s now can —
can compost Type 2 feedstocks, which include manure and, and animal bedding. 
 
But now they’re talking about adding Type 3 feedstocks, which include dead animals, and the 
only dead animal they can’t use is apparently a cow or their entrails that has actually, um, uh, 
shown that they are, uh, uh, showing evidence that they have mad cow disease. In other words, 
you can put dead deer in there, you can put dead dogs, you can put dead horses, dead donkeys—
and again, um [sighs] it just bothers me. 
 
We are complaining about the odor at this point in time. But that very same wind that carries the 
odor and particulates are [sic] also going to carry whatever materials are being generated from 
the putrefaction of these carcasses. And it is making me sick to even think about it.  
 
Um, I’m very lucky. Where I live, uh, the wind doesn’t come to me as often. But I can tell you, 
the first time I noticed that sickly smell, I thought the city of Tualatin had put out, uh, you know, 
like unfinished steer manure as fertilizer or something. It was awful, and I was so glad that I was 
getting in my car and going to work, because I wouldn’t have to smell it. And that smell lasted 
for days.  
 
Um, what is going to be invading my house and my body through, you know, breathing it, if 
what we’re also having is putrefying dead animals wafting through the breezes? 
 
Thank you very much. 
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DANIEL HOUGH: Thank you for your comment.  Is—oh, I need you to fill this out for me, 
sorry. Is there anyone else that would like to provide a comment? Yes. If you could just state 
your name for me? 
 
ARACELY DRLIK: Hi, my name is Aracely Drlik. I also did not have any intentions of 
speaking tonight. I live in Pony Ridge. As you’ve heard from some of my other neighbors, we 
live really close to Grimm’s and the smell is, um, pretty bad. And I’ve lived there for six years 
now. It is also my first home, so I would say I was really excited to have this house. Throughout 
the years, the smell has gotten worse and worse, and basically what I’m gathering from this 
altogether is, um, I propose that DEQ tries to set with Grimm to analyze the current, um, 
procedures that they have to try to, um, review, like, the quality of the--how it smells, and all that 
kind of stuff, review those processes and implement new ones how they can fix the current ones 
before they start passing and adding other things.  
 
That’s all. 
 
DANIEL HOUGH: Thank you.  
 
JERRY FISK: Hi, I’m Jerry Fisk. I have the business across the street on Highway 99, um, the 
FunTime RV. I was—I’m kind of pro-business, like to see people expand and such, but this—it 
does—it’s already impacted my business as it is. I’ve had customers, uh, become nauseous and 
leave, and not want to buy an RV or such that uh, because of the smells. That’s—it happens only 
rarely, at times, but I can’t see it, with the smells getting any worse, that uh with the composting 
of uh, of uh, of food waste and such, would be a lot worse than it is. So I’m totally against that.  
 
And [as] far as the dust particles, I really didn’t think about it until they were talking about it, is: 
Our RVs have white roofs, and we constantly have to wash the roofs because we are getting 
dusted all the time. So [pause], I’m against the, uh, expansion.  
 
DANIEL HOUGH: OK, thank you. Any other comments? [pause] If you commented and are 
currently filling out a card, a comment sign-up card, if you could just make sure I get it so that 
we can—so we know who you are, and—Not seeing any other comments, I will go ahead and 
close the hearing. The time is currently 8:10 p.m. And we want to thank you for all of your 
comments tonight.  
 
AUDREY O’BRIEN: All right, so thank you, everyone, very much for coming. We will stay 
around if people want to, uh, we have the room until 9:00. We’d like to start packing up around 
8:30 or so. We’re happy to stay around for a little bit, if people want to have ongoing questions 
and discussions. We can do that in a small group if that works for folks. Thank you very much 
for taking the time to come tonight and give us your comments. 
 
Our next step will be to, uh, continue to receive written comments until the end of the comment 
period. And we will go back and evaluate whether we’ll extend the comment period or not. I 
can’t commit to that tonight, but we’ll go ahead and evaluate whether we can do that. And we’ll 
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let you know. We’ll do another notification through our Gov Docs mailing if we do decide to 
extend the comment period. 
 
And then our next step will be to evaluate the comments we received, and go through and decide 
what changes we might want to make to the permit. And then we’ll notify you about how we’re 
going to respond to all of the comments that we’ve received tonight. We’ll let you know what the 
changes to the permit might be made, and then we’ll move forward with—after that. So thank 
you very much for taking [room noise]. 
 
So are there people who do want to stay around for a while? Or do you want to head out? [room 
noise] To those who want to stay around, Stephanie and Larry are here. 
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