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Oregon State Penitentiary hosts annual powwow 
 

Tribal voices, songs, and 
stories were shared at the 
Oregon State Penitentiary 
(OSP) Lakota Oyate Ki Club’s 
31st Annual All Day Big Yard 
Powwow on August 1. One 
hundred and six inmates, 
seven volunteers, six tribal 
representatives, 58 
community guests, and 15 
staff members all worked together to ensure the powwow was a successful event. 
 
To start the day’s events, Native American veterans were honored and recognized as they began the grand 
entry. Native American elders, powwow royalty, community leaders, and club supporters followed them 
closely. As one, they moved together as a community of family in time with drum and song. The powwow – 
both a secular and a sacred ceremony – is considered to be a continuous prayer from beginning to end. 
 
The Lakota Oyate Ki Club (Native American Culture Club) is a multi-faceted organization in existence at OSP 
since 1968. The club helps ensure incarcerated Native Americans have encouragement to maintain a strong 
sense of cultural identity through a deeper, more meaningful connection with the Native American 
community beyond the walls of the Penitentiary. It is the strength of this identity that serves as a 
foundation for the individual. This foundation can help support the rehabilitative process and future of the 
individual who goes on to become a law abiding and productive member of his community. 
 
OSP is Oregon’s only maximum-security prison, located in Salem, and houses over 2,000 male inmates. OSP 
is surrounded by a 25-foot-high wall with 10 towers. The facility has multiple special housing units including 
death row, disciplinary segregation, behavioral health, intermediate care housing, and an infirmary (with 
hospice) with 24-hour nursing care. OSP participates in prison industries with Oregon Corrections 
Enterprises including a furniture factory, laundry, metal shop, and contact center. It provides a range of 
correctional programs and services including education, work-based education, work crews, and pre-
release services. OSP was established in 1866 and, until 1959, was Oregon’s only prison. 
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