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Plants that may be highly invasive in or around some Oregon wetlands 
List not comprehensive.  Limited mainly to wetland and riparian species.  If a non-native species not listed 
here shows strong tendency to spread rapidly and exclude native species within or surrounding more than 
a few wetlands, it may be added to this list of invasives, even if it does not show that tendency in all 
regions of Oregon.  Some species known to be invasive in wetlands of nearby states but not yet in 
Oregon are included below. 
NPSO= species listed by the Native Plant Society (Emerald Chapter) as "high impact" invasives, i.e., frequently 
forms large near-monocultures; severely modifies natural habitats."  (NPSO)= recognized but not considered a high 
impact species.  ORNHIC= List of Key Exotic Species in Oregon, 2005, Oregon Natural Heritage Information Center; 
ODA= plants designated as noxious by the Oregon Dept. of Agriculture; PDX= City of Portland Bureau of Planning 
and Sustainability; Magee= considered "invasive" based on field experience and compilation of "local floras, and 
noxious weed lists or floras describing widespread introduced species" (Magee, T.K., T.L. Ernst, M.E. Kentula, and 
K.A. Dwire. 1999. Floristic data for 96 palustrine emergent wetlands in Portland, Oregon.  Supplementary data.); 
WA= plants designated as noxious by the Washington State Noxious Weed Board. 

Scientific Name Common Name Alternative Names Information 
Source for Listing

Abutilon theophrasti Velvetleaf   ODA-B 
Acaena novae-zelandiae Biddy-biddy  ODA-B 
Acroptilon repens Russian knapweed  ODA-B 
Aegilops cylindrical Jointed goatgrass  ODA-B 
Aegilops ovata Ovate goatgrass  ODA-A 
Aegilops truncialis Barbed goatgrass  ORNHIC 
Agropyron repens Quackgrass renamed: Elytrigia repens ODA-B; PDX 
Agrostis capillaris Colonial bentgrass was A. tenuis Magee 
Agrostis gigantea Redtop was A. alba Magee 
Ailanthus altissima Tree of Heaven  (NPSO); PDX 
Alhagi pseudalhagi Camelthorn  ODA-A 
Alliaria petiolata Garlic mustard Same as Alliaria officinalis NPSO; ODA-B; PDX 
Alopecurus pratensis Meadow foxtail  PDX; Magee 
Ambrosia artemisiifolia Ragweed  ODA-B 
Ambrosia tomentosa Skeletonleaf bursage  ODA-A 
Anchusa officinalis Common bugloss  ODA-B 
Anthoxanthum odoratum Sweet vernalgrass  PDX 
Brachypodium sylvaticum False brome  NPSO; ODA-A 
Buddleja davidii Butterfly bush   NPSO; ODA-A 
Butomus umbellatus Flowering rush  ODA-A 
Cabomba caroliniana Carolina fanwort  (NPSO) 
Callitriche stagnalis Pond water-starwort  PDX; (NPSO) 
Cardaria chalepensis Lens-podded whitetop; 

peppergrass 
was Lepidium chalapensis, L. draba 
ssp. chalepense 

ODA-B 

Cardaria draba  whitetop; peppergrass was Lepidium draba ssp. draba ODA-B, WA-C 
Carduus acanthoides Plumeless thistle  ODA-A 
Carduus nutans Musk thistle  ODA-B 
Carduus pycnocephalus Italian thistle  ODA-B 
Carduus tenuiflorus Slender-flowered thistle  ODA-B 
Carthamus baeticus Smooth distaff   ODA-A 
Carthamus lanatus Woolly distaff   ODA-A 
Centaurea calcitrapa Purple starthistle  ODA-A 
Centaurea diffusa Diffuse knapweed  ODA-B 
Centaurea iberica Iberian starthistle  ODA-A 
Centaurea maculosa Spotted knapweed  ORNHIC 
Centaurea pratensis Meadow knapweed  ODA-B 
Centaurea solstitialis Yellow starthistle  ORNHIC 
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Centaurea stoebe knapweed  ODA-B 
Centaurea virgata Squarrose knapweed  ODA-A 
Chondrilla juncea Rush skeletonweed  ODA-B 
Cirsium arvense Canada thistle  ODA-B; Magee 
Cirsium vulgare Bull thistle  ODA-B; Magee 
Clematis vitalba Evergreen clematis  ODA-B; WA-C 
Conium maculatum Poison hemlock  ODA-B; Magee 
Convolvulus arvensis Field bindweed  (NPSO); ODA-B; 

Magee 
Cortaderia jubata Jubata grass  ODA-B 
Crataegus monogyna English hawthorn  NPSO 
Crupina vulgaris Bearded creeper; common crupina ODA-B 
Cuscuta japonica Japanese dodder  NPSO 
Cynoglossum officinale Houndstongue  ODA-B 
Cynoglossum officinale Houndstongue  ODA-B 
Cyperus esulentus Yellow nutsedge  ODA-B 
Cyperus rotundus Purple nutsedge  ODA-A 
Cytisus scoparius Scot's broom; Scotch broom  NPSO; ODA-B; Magee
Cytisus striatus Portuguese broom  ODA-B 
Daphne laureola Spurge laurel  NPSO; ODA-B 
Daucus carota Queen Anne's lace  PDX; Magee; WA-B 
Digitalis purpurea Foxglove  NPSO 
Dipsacus fullonum Fuller's teasel was Dipsacus sylvestris PDX; Magee 
Dipsacus laciniatus Cutleaf teasel  ODA-B 
Dipsacus sylvestris Fuller's teasel renamed Dipsacus fullonum PDX; Magee 
Echium plantagineum Paterson's curse   ODA-A 
Egeria densa Brazilian waterweed. was Elodea densa NPSO; ODA-B; Magee
Elaeagnus angustifolia Russian olive  (NPSO) 
Elaeagnus umbellata Autumn olive  (NPSO) 
Elodea densa Brazilian waterweed Renamed:  Egeria densa NPSO, WA-B 
Elytrigia repens Quackgrass was Agropyron repens ODA-B; Magee 
Equisetum telmateia Giant horsetail  ODA-B; Magee 
Erica lusitanica Spanish heath  ODA-A 
Euphorbia esula Leafy spurge  ORNHIC 
Euphorbia esula Leafy spurge  ODA-B 
Euphorbia myrsinites Myrtle spurge  ODA-B 
Euphorbia oblongata Oblong spurge  ODA-A 
Festuca arundinacea Tall fescue Renamed: Schedonorus phoenix PDX; Magee 
Foeniculum vulgare Fennel  NPSO 
Galium odoratum Sweetscented bedstraw  PDX 
Genista monspessulana French broom  ODA-B 
Geranium lucidum Shining geranium  NPSO; ODA-B 
Geranium robertianum Herb Robert  NPSO; ODA-B; WA-B 
Halogeton glomeratus Halogeton  ODA-B 
Hedera helix English ivy  NPSO; ODA-B; Magee
Hedera hibernica Irish ivy  NPSO 
Helianthus ciliaris Texas blueweed   ODA-A 
Hemizonia pungens Spikeweed  ODA-B 
Heracleum mantegazzianum Giant hogweed  NPSO; ODA-A 
Hieracium aurantiacum Orange hawkweed  ODA-A 
Hieracium floribundum Yellow hawkweed  ODA-A 
Hieracium pilosella Mouse-ear hawkweed  ODA-A 
Hieracium piloselloides King-devil hawkweed  ODA-A 
Hieracium pratense hawkweed  ODA-A 
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Holcus lanatus velvet grass  PDX; Magee 
Hydrilla verticillata hydrilla  ODA-A 
Hypericum perforatum St. Johnswort  PDX;Magee;(NPSO) 
Ilex aquifolia English holly  PDX 
Impatiens glandulifera Policeman's helmet   NPSO; ODA-B 
Iris pseudacorus Yellow flag iris   NPSO; ODA-B; Magee
Isatis tinctoria Dyers woad  ODA-B 
Kochia scoparia Kochia  ODA-B 
Lactuca muralis wall lettuce  PDX 
Lactuca serriola prickly lettuce  PDX 
Lapsana communis nipplewort  PDX 
Lathyrus latifolius Perennial peavine  ODA-B 
Leontodon autumnalis Fall dandelion  PDX 
Leontodon taraxacoides Lesser hawkbit was L. nudicaulis, L. leysseri & L. 

hirtus 
(NPSO) 

Lepidium chalapensis Lens-podded whitetop; 
peppergrass 

also Cardaria chalepensis, 
Lepidium draba ssp. chalepense 

ODA-B 

Lepidium draba whitetop; peppergrass renamed Cardaria draba  ODA-B, WA-C 
Lepidium latifolium Perennial pepperweed/grass  ODA-B, WA-B 
Lepidium pubescens Upright pepperweed/grass renamed Lepidium strictum ODA-B 
Leucanthemum vulgare Oxeye daisy was Chrysanthemum 

leucanthemum 
NPSO; Magee 

Linaria dalmatica Dalmation toadflax  ODA-B 
Linaria vulgaris Yellow toadflax  ODA-B 
Lolium multiflorum Italian/perennial ryegrass L. perenne ssp. multiflorum, & ssp. 

perenne 
PDX 

Lotus corniculatus bird'sfoot trefoil  NPSO; Magee 
Ludwigia hexapetala large-flower water primrose renamed Ludwigia grandiflora; also 

includes Ludwigia uruguayensis  
NPSO, WA-B 

Ludwigia peploides creeping water primrose  NPSO, WA-A 
Lysimachia nummularia creeping jenny  (NPSO) 
Lythrum salicaria purple loosestrife  NPSO; ODA-B; Magee
Melilotus alba sweet clover  PDX 
Melilotus officinalis yellow sweet clover  PDX 
Mentha pulegium penny royal  NPSO; Magee 
Myosotis scorpioides field forget-me-not Myosotis scorpioides var. arvensis (NPSO) 
Myriophyllum aquaticum Parrot feather  NPSO; ODA-B 
Myriophyllum brasilien Parrot feather watermilfoil  NPSO 
Myriophyllum spicatum Eurasian watermilfoil  NPSO; ODA-B; Magee
Nardus stricta Matgrass  ODA-A 
Nasturtium officinale Watercress  (NPSO) 
Nymphoides peltata Yellow floating heart  NPSO; ODA-A 
Onopordum acanthium Scotch thistle  ODA-B 
Onopordum tauricum Taurian thistle  ODA-A 
Orobanche minor Small broomrape  ODA-B 
Parentucellia viscosa yellow glandweed  PDX; Magee 
Peganum harmala African rue  ODA-A 
Pentaglottis sempervirens Evergreen bugloss  NPSO 
Persicaria wallichii Himalayan knotweed was Polygonum wallichii NPSO 
Phalaris aquatica Harding grass  NPSO 
Phalaris arundinacea Reed canarygrass  NPSO; Magee 
Phleum pratensis Timothy  PDX 
Phragmites australis Common reed (=Phragmites communis) ODA-A 
Poa annua Annual bluegrass  PDX 
Polygonum coccineum Water smartweed  PDX 
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Polygonum cuspidatum Japanese knotweed was Fallopia japonica NPSO; ODA-B 
Polygonum polystachyum Himalayan knotweed  NPSO; ODA-B 
Polygonum sachalinense Giant knotweed  NPSO; ODA-B 
Potamogeton crispus curly leaf pondweed  PDX 
Potentilla recta Sulphur cinquefoil  NPSO; ODA-B 
Prunus avium Sweet cherry  NPSO 
Pyrus communis Wild pear  NPSO 
Ranunculus ficaria Lesser celandine  NPSO; ODA-B 
Ranunculus repens Creeping buttercup  NPSO; Magee 
Robinia pseudoacacia Black locust  NPSO; PDX 
Rorippa sylvestris Creeping yellow cress  ODA-B 
Rosa eglanteria Sweet brier  (NPSO) 
Rosa multiflora Multiflora rose  NPSO 
Rubus armeniacus Himalayan blackberry was R. discolor, R. procerus NPSO; ODA-B 
Rubus discolor Himalayan blackberry renamed: Rubus armeniacus NPSO; ODA-B 
Rubus laciniatus Evergreen blackberry  PDX; Magee; (NPSO) 
Rumex acetocella Red sorrel  PDX 
Rumex crispus Curly dock  PDX 
Salvia aethiopis Mediterranean sage  ODA-B 
Schedonorus phoenix Tall fescue was Fescue arundinacea PDX; Magee 
Senecio jacobaea Tansy ragwort  ODA-B; Magee 
Senecio vulgaris Old-man-in-the-spring  WA-C 
Solanum dulcamara Climbing nightshade  PDX; Magee 
Solanum elaeagnifolium Silverleaf nightshade  ODA-A 
Solanum nigrum American black nightshade split into 5 species: S. americanum 

& nigrum in OR 
PDX 

Solanum rostratum Buffalobur  ODA-B 
Sonchus arvensis Perennial sowthistle  PDX 
Sorghum halepense Johnsongrass  ODA-B 
Spartina alterniflora Smooth cordgrass  ODA-A 
Spartina anglica Common cordgrass  ODA-A 
Spartina densiflora Dense-flowered cordgrass   ODA-A 
Spartina patens Saltmeadow cordgrass  ODA-A 
Spartium junceum Spanish broom  ODA-B 
Sphaerophysa salsula Austrian peaweed (Swainsonpea) ODA-B 
Taeniatherum caput-medusae medusahead rye  ODA-B 
Tamarix ramosissima Saltcedar  ODA-B 
Tanacetum vulgare Common tansy  PDX 
Taraxacum officinale Dandelion  PDX; Magee 
Trapa natans European water chestnut  ODA-A 
Tribulus terrestris Puncturevine  ODA-B 
Tussilago farfara Coltsfoot  ODA-A 
Ulex europaeus Gorse  NPSO; ODA-B 
Utricularia inflata Swollen bladderwort  PDX; WA quarantine 
Vicia cracca Bird vetch  PDX 
Vicia sativa Garden vetch  PDX; Magee 
Vicia villosa winter vetch  PDX 
Xanthium spinosum Spiny cocklebur  ODA-B 
Zygophyllum fabago Syrian bean-caper   ODA-A 
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