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Energy Savings: ... 6723.56MBtu/yr* 

Particulate  Emissions: 15.56 tons/yr* 

Helping homeowners replace old „dirty burners‟ to clear the air 

   Oregon Stimulus Funds at Work in:     
   Lane, Klamath, Lake & 
        Harney Counties 

Oregonians love the warmth and ambiance their 
wood-burning stoves create. However, when resi-
dents burn wood in old uncertified stoves, the results 
can be poor air quality for the community. This is es-
pecially true in many of Oregon’s former “logging 
towns” where timber was once king. 
 
“In Oakridge, our surveys showed that about 200 to 
225 of the community’s 1,100 households, use uncer-
tified wood stoves,” said Sally Markos, Public Affairs 
Manager for Lane Regional Air Protec-
tion Agency (LRAPA). In Eugene and 
Springfield, LRAPA estimates 8,000 
homes have uncertified wood stoves. 
 
Uncertified wood stoves burn wood 
inefficiently and produce much more 
smoke and particulate pollution than 
certified stoves. Certified stoves—
most stoves manufactured after 
1986—are independently tested by an 
accredited laboratory to meet a par-
ticulate emissions limit and burn much 
more efficiently. 
 
LRAPA monitors the air quality daily in the region and 
has found that residential home wood burning smoke 
accounts for 40 percent of all particle pollution in 
Lane County, according to Markos. 
 
LRAPA has run several programs through the past 
few years to encourage Lane County residents to re-
place their uncertified wood-burning stoves with 
more energy efficient, safer heating systems. 
 
“They still will burn, but they will burn in a cleaner, 
more efficient stove,” Markos said 
 
In 2009, the US Department of Energy provided the 
Oregon Department of Energy (ODOE) with Recovery 
Act (stimulus) funds for its State Energy Program.  
ODOE turned to the Oregon Department of Environ-
mental Quality (DEQ) to see if they could use some of  
 
 

the funds to replace inefficient wood-burning stoves by 
working with regional agencies such as LRAPA. 
 
ODOE provided DEQ with $2 million in stimulus funds for 
the wood stove change-out program and DEQ directed 
$420,000 to LRAPA. 
 
Markos said that LRAPA targeted Oakridge, a community 
that has been designated as a “non-attainment” area—
that which does not meet the clean air standards set by 

the US Environmental Protection Agency. 
The Oakridge campaign started in October 
2010 with qualified homeowners being 
offered a rebate for approved certified 
wood stoves or fireplace insert, pellet 
stoves, or electric, geothermal or propane 
heating systems.  
 

Homeowners must be replacing a working, 
uncertified wood burning stove or fire-
place insert in their homes. Low-income 
residents were eligible for full replacement 

  Residential wood 
burning smoke accounts 
for 40% of particulate 

pollution in Lane County.                
                   - LRAPA 

 

                    September 2011 

William Leonard of Burns had to stop using his old wood 
stove because of the fumes and could not afford a new 
stove. The Harney County Senior and Community Services 
Center used Recovery Act (stimulus) funds to purchase his 
new, certified stove which he greatly appreciates. 

*As of July 30, 2011 



cost; all other residents receive a rebate based on their 
choice of replacement heating system. 
 
“It’s been a challenge in Oakridge,” Markos said. “It’s one of 
the poorest communities in Oregon with an unemployment 
rate of 25 percent. Getting them to consider a change has 
been a struggle.” 
 
LRAPA has made the program as easy as possible. They 
make an appointment with the homeowner, conduct a 
home visit to explain the program requirements and help 
homeowners fill out the paperwork. They document the 
uncertified wood-burning stove and provide the home-
owner with a list of retailers working with the program. The 
retailers ensure that the replacement heating system quali-
fies for the program and complete the paperwork for LRAPA 
to be processed and submitted to DEQ for payment. The 
city (or county depending upon the area) performs the final 
inspection before a check is released. 
 
For qualifying homeowners, the rebate goes to the retailer 
installing the replacement wood stove or other heating sys-
tem. All participating homeowners must show proof that 
their old uncertified stoves were decommissioned (not re-
sold or reused). 
 
LRAPA has replaced 60 uncertified wood-burning stoves in 
the Oakridge program using stimulus funding. The last day 
to purchase a new heating system through the program is 

November 30, 2011. According to Markos, LRAPA has 
seen measurable improvements in air quality since 
starting their wood stove change-out efforts, going 
back to 2006. 
 
“The trend is expected to continue and, with addi-
tional control strategies being developed, Oakridge 
should be able to meet federal air quality standards by 
2014,” said Markos. 
 
To ensure that LRAPA uses all the stimulus funds that 
were allocated to them, Markos said the agency 
opened up a partial rebate program for residents who 
live in the urban growth boundary of Eugene, Spring-
field and Cottage Grove in July 2011. Vouchers are is-
sued to offset the cost of purchasing and installing a 
qualified heating system. The voucher’s value is based 
on the efficiency of the new system.  
 
“My phone was ringing off the hook once that pro-
gram opened,” Markos said. “It took just 10 days to 
issue 122 vouchers. I have 36 homeowners on the 
waiting list.” 
 
Markos says vouchers are being issued as funding be-
come available for homeowners in Eugene, Springfield 
and Cottage Grove. 
 
In Eugene, about half of the wood stoves are being 
replaced with an alternative heating system such as a 
ductless heat pump, Markos said. In Oakridge, certi-
fied wood stoves were the more popular replacement 
choice. 
 

For more information on LRAPA’s wood burning stove 
replacement program, go to http://www.lrapa.org/
projects_and_programs/LRAPA_wood_stove_change-
out_program.php 
 

Southern Oregon 
Another portion of the Oregon Department of En-
ergy’s stimulus award to DEQ went to South Central 
Oregon Economic District (SCOEDD) to distribute to 
homeowners in Klamath Falls and Lakeview, two other 
areas that do not meet the clean air standards set by 
the US Environmental Protection Agency. 
 
“These are two more areas of the state that struggle 
with their air quality,” said Trish Bunsen, project man-
ager for the Oregon Department of Energy who is  
working with Oregon DEQ on the program. “SCOEDD 
did an excellent job in promoting the wood stove  
 
 

 
 
 
 
      KC Walden, manager of Orley‟s of Klamath Falls, said  
      business increased to two installs a day thanks to the  
      woodstove change-out program paid for with Recovery  
      Act (stimulus) funds. 

http://www.lrapa.org/projects_and_programs/LRAPA_wood_stove_change-out_program.php
http://www.lrapa.org/projects_and_programs/LRAPA_wood_stove_change-out_program.php
http://www.lrapa.org/projects_and_programs/LRAPA_wood_stove_change-out_program.php


“Dirty burners” are uncertified wood-burning stoves such 
as this which were manufactured prior to 1986. The Ore-
gon Department of Energy provided stimulus funds to 
Oregon Department of Environment to remove uncertified 
stoves and replace with more efficient heating systems or 
certified stoves.    

 
change-out program and spent all of their original 
award of $800,000 by July 2011. They received a sec-
ond award of approximately $400,000 that can be used 
until funds are depleted or December 2011, whichever 
comes first.” 
 

As of August 31, 2011, SCOEDD has replaced a total of 
281 uncertified wood-burning stoves in Klamath Falls 
and the Goose Lake Basin in Lake County. 
 

There were 13 vendors in Southern Oregon that have 
benefited from the program. Orley’s of Klamath Falls 
did the most installations. 
 

“It was awesome,” KC Walden, manager of Orley’s of 
Klamath Falls said. “We kept six guys busy last winter. It 
was awesome for the guys because there are no jobs in 
the winter for them, and it kept us going.” 
 

Walden said that the business did a minimum of two 
installs a day once the SCOEDD program got started. 
She had to bring in some installers from Orley’s Med-
ford store a couple of days a week in the winter to keep 
up with the demand for installations. 
 

When asked about the wood stoves that Orley’s re-
placed through the program, Walden didn’t mince 
words:  “There were stoves I’ve never seen before and 
manufacturers I’ve never heard of. They were uncerti-
fied dirty burners,” Walden said. “We call them ‘trash 
burners’ because that it what they could be used for 
when they you could buy them.” 
 

SCOEDD’s current wood stove change-out program pro-
vides rebates of up to $500 for upgrading to a certified 
stove/insert; up to $1,500 for upgrading to a pellet 
stove; and up to $2,000 for upgrading to a 92 percent 
efficient oil, propane or electric heat system. 
 

For more information on the Southern Oregon wood 
burning stove replacement program call SCOEDD at 
(541) 884-5593. 

Burns/Hines 
Seventy residents of Harney County had their uncerti-
fied wood stoves replaced by the Harney County Senior  

and Community Services Center. The Center had 
$252,000 of the stimulus funds available for homeown-
ers of Burns/Hines area and Burns-Paiute Reservation. 
The Harney County program started in October 2010 and 
stopped taking applications in August 2011 according to 
Howard Weathers, weatherization manager for the non-
profit agency. 
 

“All the clients are happy,” Weathers said. “They tell us 
that they are using far less wood—in some cases up to a 
third less. When we did final inspections last winter on 
some newly installed stoves that were burning, you 
could hardly see anything coming out the chimney.” 
 

Most Harney County homeowners qualified for the low-
income fully paid for replacements and most chose 
wood-burning stoves, according to Weathers. Two local 
dealers installed the majority of the new certified stoves. 
 

“It was a real good deal for our community,” said Weath-
ers. “I wish we had more funds. We’ve had to turn folks 
away who wanted to use the program.” 
 

The Oregon DEQ provides resources and information on 
wood-burning stoves for residents. Go to: 
www.deq.state.or.us/aq/burning/woodstoves/index.htm 
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